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At Hope Hall, we have a well organized Career 
and Occupational Development Program that 
begins in 3rd grade and extends right through High 
School. This program actively and deliberately 
helps every student to develop and practice skills 
that are needed for adulthood--skills that are 
necessary for moral, ethical, responsible workers; 
skills that are necessary for faithful, healthy, loving 
relationships as spouses and parents.

Since healthy, non-violent 
communication is an essential 
component for healthy 
relationships, the April focus 
for all of us at Hope Hall will 
be Listening--an often over-
looked ingredient for healthy 
communication.

We spend many years teaching people how to 
read, how to write, and how to spell. We spend 
little time teaching people how to listen, and we 
spend even less time teaching people how to listen 
for understanding.

Active listening requires more than treating 
the words of another as if those words were 
“background noise”. True listening means we 
give the other our full attention, deliberately and 
purposefully trying to understand what the other 
person is saying before we ever try to make 
ourselves understood. 

I have watched in meetings, in small group 
discussions, and in one-to-one conversations, how 
often people interrupt a speaker; how often people 
cut each other off; how often people move right in 
to offensive/defensive arguing with little or no real 
listening for understanding ever going on. 

I have seen a growing number of peple use body 
language that clearly gives the message, “Yeah, 
whatever” to a speaker, leaving the value of what 
is being said totally diminished. Perhaps some of 
you have experienced the same thing.

Understanding what someone is really saying 

does not mean you have to agree with what the 
person is saying. It means you have listened to 
every word, can repeat what was said, and can 
appreciate their point of view before you state 
your own point of view.

Often when a child is saying something that an 
adult disagrees with, the child says, “You’re not 
listening!” Adults do the same thing to each other.

If we practiced active listening, then after the 
child, or another person finishes speaking, we 
would say something like, “Let me say back what 
I think I heard you say”. Repeating what has been 
said validates that the person was indeed listened 
to. Then the one who was listening can say his/her 
piece of what needs to be shared. 

Real, authentic, active listening, not just token 
listening, takes time and practice.

Teaching our students how to do this will be our 
focus in April. The truth is, all of us need practice 
with this skill. We invite all of our Newsletter 
readers to join us in two simple ways:

1. When you are listening to someone else,   
       listen with an attitude of wanting to       
       understand first. 

2. After someone has spoken to you, say, “Let      
       me say back what I think I heard you say.”

If we practiced just those two things, all of us 
would be improving communication and actively 
building healthier relationships. This is another way 
to end some of the destructive behavior that leads 
to violence in our world.

As we move into the season of Spring and new 
life, know how deeply grateful I am to all of you for 
your faithfulness to, and support of, Hope Hall. You 
are indeed a great blessing for our children, our 
school, and me personally.  
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH
The Student of the Month for 
April is 11th Grader, Selena 
Jones, who truly meets all 
criteria for Student of the 
Month. Congratulations, 
Selena! Your leadership and 
service makes each of us 
very proud.

Rochester Press-Radio Club’s 68th 
Annual Dinner of Champions Set 

for Thursday, April 20th, 2017
The Rochester Press Radio Club’s 68th Annual 
Day of Champions Dinner is set for Thursday, 
April 20th, 2017 at the Joseph Floreano Riverside 
Convention Center. NFL MVP Matt Ryan will be 
the headliner, as he is set to receive the Coca-Cola 
Sports Personality of the Year Award, and will be 
joined by Buffalo Sabres veteran Brian Gionta who 
will receive the prestigious Major Donald Holleder 
Award in recognition of his distinguished 14-year 
National Hockey League Career. 

Tickets for the dinner are $135.00, with a table of ten 
available at a discounted price of $1,250.00. There 
are also a limited number of private “Meet & Greet 
Matt” packages available for $750.00. This package 
includes two dinner tickets, two 8x10 professional 
photographs with Matt Ryan and an autographed 
football. Also, a limited number of VIP reception tick-
ets are being offered at $250.00 per person, which 
includes an opportunity to meet Matt and receive a 
dinner ticket and a signed photograph.

Please consider supporting this event because Hope 
Hall has received a grant from the Rochester Press-
Radio Club every year since 1994. That year, the 
Press-Radio Club purchased the scoreboard which is 
in our gym. Grants have provided busses every year 
for field trips, portable shelving for our woodshop 
sales, healthy snacks and water for our homework 
club, and more. Grant money comes from proceeds 
of this event.

To reserve tickets or packages, please call 585-340-
1460. Credit cards or money orders are accepted. 
Seating is limited. For further information about the 
dinner or the Rochester Press Radio Club, please 
visit www.pressradio.org.

What is Amazon Smile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support Hope Hall every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to us!

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com 
from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. 
You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.
com to make it even easier to return and start your shop-
ping at AmazonSmile. This process takes about two min-
utes. Our High School Principal, Mrs. Hall-Spector did it. 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for chari-
table donations?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible 
for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eli-
gible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail 
pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and 
subscription renewals are not currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on Ama-
zonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and Ama-
zonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account setting are also the same. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support 
when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 
you need to select Hope Hall to receive donations from 
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. The 
site will remember your slection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation.

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 
The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus 
any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrap-
ping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, 
AmazonSmile may offer special, limited time promotions 
that increase the donation amount on one or more prod-
ucts or services or provide for addtional donations to Hope 
Hall. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see 
the relevant promotion for complete details. 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated 
from my purchases on AmazonSmile?
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and 
are not tax deductible by you. 

Do You Shop on Amazon?
Would You Like to Help Hope Hall at 

No Cost to You?



Meet Hope Hall’s Board of 
Trustees

Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on the 
outstanding support that we receive from the 
community and our staff, but also on the Board of 
Trustees who have volunteered their time to help 
change the lives of our students. We would like to take 
time to not only thank these individuals, but to intro-
duce them to our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this 
month is Dr. Barry Culhane, member of our Board of 
Trustees. Barry serves on our Development Commit-
tee, and has been a member of our Board of Trustees 
since 2011. Barry is currently the Executive Assistant 
to the President of Rochester Institute of Technology, 
and has worked at RIT since 1974. He also served in 
the army as a medic from 1969-1971, and has been a 
leading force behind the building of Rochester’s Viet-
nam Memorial in Highland Park, and numerous other 
efforts to support veterans. Barry has received various 
awards including the RIT Four Presidents Award for 
Distingushed Public Service, and the Reserve Of-
ficer’s Association “American Spirit” Award for his 
lifetime work with and support of veterans.

Thank you, Barry, for your continued dedication 
and support for our school and community!

   

Hope Hall’s Pennies for 
Patients Stand-Out Stars

Hope Hall is pleased to announce the exceptional 
work that some of our students showed dur-
ing our Pennies for Patients Campaign. These 
students went above and beyond the call for 
sacrifice and donated large amounts of their 
own money for their homerooms, which helped 
us reach a grand total of $3,049.11 to donate back 
to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Please 
help congratulate these students on a wonderful 
achievement!

Senior Katie Kurmis - $100.00

2nd Grader Ethan Belluomo - $200.00

8th Grader Austin Orbaker (requests no picture) - 
$119.25



 

Black Hawk Basketball

Seven years ago, our basketball program had 25 students 
participating. This season we had 46 student-athletes 
participate in the basketball program and our 7th and 8th 
grade boys’ team finished with an undefeated record.

Our program goal is to compete. Hope Hall student ath-
letes are taught that competing means to give maximum 
effort, demonstrate good teamwork, demonstrate great 
sportsmanship, and perservere through the good and the 
bad. All of our student-athletes made our Hope Hall com-
munity very proud by competing each and every time they 
stepped onto the basketball court.

Mr. Zehr would like to send a special thanks to our bas-
ketball program volunteers: Mrs. Droegmoeller, Ms. 
Eaker, Mr. Gerrtise, Mr. Schaller, Mr. Droegmoeller, 
Nyzeria Henry, Cherelle Neal, Andrea Mateo, Dustin 
Bertolino, John DeConinck, Andrew Civiletti, Tyler 
Jeffers, and Noah Barclay. 

The 7th-12th grade Girls team participants: Grace 
Magar, Angelina Sanders, Cherelle Neal, Selena Jones, 
Jessica Myers, Andrea Mateo, Nyzeria Henry, Jade Hill, 
and Arianna Bertolino.

The 5th and 6th grade Boys team participants: 
Sam Brown, Melvin Torres, Ricky Bell, Nathan Yohon, 
Cha’Mere Lucas, Tralis Mathis, Noah Benhamou, and 
Xavier Drumgoole.

The 7th and 8th grade Boys team participants: Owen 
Acciari, Vegas James, Justus Mewborn, Jordan Wal-
ton, Joey Conroy, Paulie Conroy, Skyler Harmon, Izarie 
Knight, Corey Minor, E.J. Walker, Cody Larange, Jeh’Vay 
Walker, Jaden Cruz, and Slade Hertz.

The High School Teal team participants: Raymond Ma-
teo, Ivory Members, Noah Barclay, Josh Pickens, Caleb 
Barclay, A.J. O’Connor, Menetor Viator, Charles Schaffer, 
and Sam Mateer.

The High School Blue team participants: Peter Rivoli, 
Shawn Daniels, Evan Minor, Matt Kier, Tommy Magliocco, 
Casan Curry, T.J. Ruberti, Nolan Jones, Josh Pickens, 
Caleb Barclay, A.J. O’Connor, and Aaron Kendall.

     Senior Captains (L-R):
     Caleb Barclay, Josh  
     Pickens, and A.J.   
     O’Connor 

The Hope Hall basketball program recently finished the 2016-2017 basketball season.

The Lady Blackhawks huddled up with 
Coach Zehr.

Coach Zehr and the High School Teal Team getting ready to 
play.

The High School Blue Team about to break huddle and get back 
into the game.



This month we honor two different groups of 
people:
Those who saved us thousands of dollars by giving 
us Gifts-In-Kind, and those who helped to sponsor a 
student’s tuition. 

Gifts-In-Kind include donated professional services, 
books for our library, classrooms and our free book 
shelf, items used in raffles at our Golf Tournament, 
Gala, and Experience Italy event, items for Linda’s 
Cupboard, office supplies, cleaning supplies, stamps, 
and Christmas gifts for our kids and families. 

The Scholarship Sponsors help families struggling 
with economic hardships by covering the families’ por-
tion of tuition not covered by the scholarship awarded 
to them. These generous individuals made it possible 
for many of our children to remain at Hope Hall.

All of us are deeply grateful to everyone who contrib-
uted Gifts-In-Kind or Sponsorships. You have had a 
tremendous impact not only on the learning, but also 
on the lives of our students. 

Doing Something Different

2015 - 2016 Annual Report Monthly Feature

Gifts-In-Kind
Adventure Landing
Dena Alberti
Anonymous
JoAnn A. Belle Isle
Jo Bense
Bergmann Associates
Otto and Ruth Blunzter
Patricia Brady
Patricia Capellazzi
Marlene Caroselli
Church of the Epiphany
Michael and Tina Conroy
Fr. Thomas Corbett
Crafty Ladies; St. John’s 
Meadows
Dr. Barry Culhane and Dr. 
Christine Licata
Catherine D’Amico
Alice J. Degaugh
Becky DelGudico
Lauren DelGudico
Kathleen DellaPorta
Delta Sonic
Dixon Schwabl Advertising
Katherine Dorey
Bruce and Cheryl Downer
Raymond and Francis Dun-
bar
Helen Ann Dunlop
Marie Dunn
Louis and Elizabeth Ehmann
Gloria A. Emmanuel
Lorraine Enders
Ralph and Nancy Esposito
James and Susan Fackel-
man
Paul and Judy Flagg
FLCC Association, Inc.
Brittany Freeman
Laurie Gahagan
Stephen and Julie Gambino
Sr. Ann Xavier Gantert, 
S.S.J.
Naomi Garwood
Gates Chili Chamber of Com-
merce
Genesee Country Museum
Genetaska Club
Phyllis Gordon
Glenn Graver
H. Daniel and Kathleen Hal-
loran
Tim and Linda Hampton
Sr. Nancy Hawkins, I.H.M.

John and Diane Heath
Arlene Helget
Heritage Christian Services
c/o Elmgrove Day Habilitation  
Laraine Heslin
Debra Housel
Kamilah Houser
Robert and Elaine Jacobsen
Keeping H.O.P.E. Afloat
Hollie Keith
Kathryn Kendall
Sr. Marciana Koesterer, 
S.S.J.
Christopher and Jo-Ann 
Krenzer
Josephine C. Lavilla
Dr. Vern Lindberg and Mrs. 
Joan Gray Lindberg
Maureen Lynch-Bennett
Eileen Malloy-Desormeaux
Manning & Napier Advisors, 
Inc.
Margo Markesteijn, LCSW-R, 
Ph. D.
Kay F. Marshman, Ed.D.
James and Nona Maurer
Kelly McCombs
Kathleen McCusker
Linda M. McGrain
Tracy McKinney
Les Medall and Merri-Lou 
McKeever
Timothy and Lora Miller
Ina A. Minor and Ellyn Minor
Matthew and Kirsten Minor
Frank and Donna Murano
Shirley Nagg
Barbara O’Connell
Dan O’Hara
Patricia Olandese
Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Church
OWLS Book Club
Dominic and Nikki Pagani
John and Mary Ellen Peck
Penfield Public Library
Anthony and Lorraine Piedi-
monte
Jaime Piedimonte-Bennett
Alan and Christine Pittaway
William and Christine Platt
Lou and Darlene Pulvino
Ravenwood Golf Club
RCIPA Foundation
Reservoir Creek Golf Course
Michael and Eileen Reynell

Experience Italy is Sold Out!

Hope Hall is pleased to announce that our 
13th Annual Experience Italy dinner is 
completely sold out! We are very ex-
cited to see such a great turnout and look 
forward to delicious food, great music, and 
lots of dancing. 

Event Date: Saturday, April 29, 2017

Event Time: 6:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Event Location: Italian American Sports Club
                            1250 Buffalo Road
                            Rochester, NY 14624

Seven-course meal with dessert, wine, 
cash bar, and Italian music. 
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Peter and Lynne Rivoli
Joseph E. Robach
Rochester Red Wings
Rokstad Power
Mike Scherzi and Katherine 
Vane-Scherzi
Mary Kay Schwab
Scratch Bakeshop
Kathryn Siegl
John and Joanne Smith
Robert and Jackie Sperandio
Mary Sperr
SPX Flow Technology
St. Lawrence Church
St. Mark’s Youth Ministry
Joan Stanton
Summit Federal Credit Union
Brian Sylvia 
Technical Consulting, LLC.
Thomas and Maria Tette
Sandra Thomas-Godard
Grace S. Tillinghast
Burton and Mary Turner
Unisource - Paper Distribu-
tors, Inc.
USA Payroll Inc.
Agnes Veness
Walmart Supercenter Store 
#2859
David and Karen Wegman
Wegmans Food and Phar-
macy
Nancy R. Werner
Michael and Deborah West
John A. White
Ted and Donna Widera
Gail A. Wintermute
Mr. William H. Witt and Ms. 
Patricia Maurer
John and Wilma Wood
Woodcliff Hotel and Spa
Ruth M. Yang
Kyle and Shana York

Scholarships
Anonymous Donations
Kingsley and Laima Beck
Birk Family Foundation
Charles and Dorothy Bruno
Anthony L. Ciaccia and Ann 
M. Costello
Frank and Carol Ciaccia 
Sr. Kathy Clary, S.S.J.
Betty Dolce
Sr. Diana Dolce, S.S.J.
Donald F. and Maxine B. 
Davison Foundation
B. Andrew Dutcher and Rev. 
Margaret A. Scott
Robert Frosino
GMR Associates
Sr. Damian Goffredo, S.S.J.
George E. Hulbert and Edith 
Pereira-Hulbert
Italian Heritage Foundation 
of Rochester
Cheryl Lee
Sr. Mary Brigid McCarthy, 
S.S.J.
Mary Anne Palermo
Douglas E. Parker III
James and Ann Marie Pa-
vone
Dorothy R. Pecoraro
Sr. Barbara Staropoli, S.S.J.
Jacquelyn St. John
St. John of Rochester
Sr. Kathleen Weider, S.S.J.
James and Katherine Zehr
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Provider of 
Hope $100 a 
Month Club
Msgr. William H. Shannon 
always had a great love for 
teaching and learning. Hope 
Hall was very close to his 
heart, and it was his idea to 
start a $100 a Month Club and 
offer it to folks who would be 
willing to contribute $100 a month to Hope Hall on an 
annual basis. The club was aptly named the Provider 
of Hope $100 a Month Club. His goal was for 100 
people to give $100 per month for twelve months to 
raise $120,000 for Hope Hall.

Msgr. Shannon, who achieved iconic status as a 
professor, chaplain, theologian and author during his 
nearly 69-year priesthood, passed away at the age 
of 94 on Sunday, April 29, 2012, at the Sisters of St. 
Joseph Motherhouse in Pittsford after a lengthy illness. 
The Provider of Hope Club will always be a wonderful 
tribute to Msgr. Shannon’s love for learning. We cherish 
his vision and are deeply grateful to those who joined 
this club. We look forward to honoring Msgr. Shannon’s 
legacy by continuing to grow this club.

Our deep thanks go to our current Providers of 
Hope.

Sally Berry
Rev. William J. Cosgrove
Dennis and Virginia Floss

Arlene Helget
Tom and Elizabeth Ingalls

Lisa Jackson
Rev. Roy J. Kiggins

Matthew and Kirsten Minor
Frank and Donna Murano

Gary and Elaine Reed
Scott and Melissa Waterstredt

Please consider becoming a member of the Provider of 
Hope Club, or mention the Club to someone you know 
who may be interested in becoming a member.

Msgr. William H. Shannon
(Photo credit Mike Crupi)



Pi Day at Hope Hall

Save the Date for Hope Hall’s 
Annual Walk for Hope!

Save the Date! Hope Hall’s Annual Walk for Hope will 
be taking place on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at Hope 
Hall. Our students, faculty/staff, and board members will 
be starting to reach out to friends, family, and neighbors 
to sponsor them and to be able to reach their individual 
goals of $100.00. For every $100.00 that a student 
reaches in sponsorships, they receive a “ticket” that can 
be redeemed for prizes at the end of the day. 

Can you help us with prizes? Recommended dona-
tions include, but are not limited to: iTunes gift cards, 
movie theater tickets, amusement park or local museum 
passes, headphones, cell phone cases, and zoo passes. 
We encourage you to be creative—all gifts are greatly 
appreciated!

If you would like to become a sponsor or 
donate prizes, please contact Ms. Danielle 
Pierleoni at 585.426.5824 ext. 111 or at 
danielle.pierleoni@hopehall.org.

In honor of Pi Day (3/14) the Math Department organized an 
afternoon celebration. Pi Day took place during Community 
Connection time, and students were organized into groups 
which crossed all grade levels. Each group engaged in 
creative math activities run by all of the teachers, regardless 
of the subject areas they usually teach, so this was an event 
that truly involved the entire Community. 

Activities the students engaged in were:
1: Stack the cups and measure how high they go. Students 
were timed for 30 seconds to see how many cups they could 
successfully stack in the given time. 
2. High Jump: Kids jumped up and slapped the wall with a 
sticky note, then measured how high they got.
3. Frisbee toss
4. Pi bracelets using colored beads: Each color bead repre-
sented a different digit in the number of Pi.
5. Geometric Quilt Squares: Students selected a quilt square 
design of their choice to color and decorate.
6. Golf with Cotton Balls: Students played golf using cotton 
balls. They measured how far they were able to hit the ball.
7. Paper Airplane Toss: Students designed and decorated a 
paper airplane. They then had the chance to compete against 
other students in their group to measure the flight of their 
plane.
8. Death Grip Sponge Squeeze: This activity involved stu-
dents soaking a sponge in water and attempting to squeeze 
out as much water as they could into a graduated cylinder 
and measure the meniscus.
9. Long Jump: Students jumped as far as they could with no 
running start. They worked together to measure how far they 
leapt. 
10. Graphing/Penny Toss
11. Scavenger Hunt: Students broke into groups to search the 
school for various math related items. 
12. Pi City Scape: Students used colors to represent each 
digit of Pi. When they colored the correct number of boxes for 
each digit, they ended up with a city scape. 

Are you a fan of Lacrosse? Are you a fan of Hope Hall? 
If you are, we have some GREAT news. The Rochester 
Knighthawks have offered Hope Hall the opportunity to 
have a fundraiser night. On April 22nd at 7:30pm the 
Rochester Knighthawks will be playing the New England 
Black Wolves. Tickets are $16.00 for the game and of 
that, Hope Hall will receive $5.00 for every ticket we 
sell through the link below. 

knighthawks.formstack.com/forms/hopehall2017

We encourage everyone to help us support the Knight-
hawks and Hope Hall by using the link and sharing it as 
widely as possible. You can do this via email, Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter and any other form of social media 
you feel comfortable using. Also, you can find Ms. Hall’s 
Facebook page to not only find out what’s happening at 
Hope Hall, but share the posts from her page to yours in 
one simple click. If you have any questions, please call 
Ms. Heather Martin at 585-426-0210 ext. 101.

Thank you for supporting us in this endeavor and Go 
Knighthawks!

Rochester Knighthawks to Help 
Fundraiser for Hope Hall

A student participating 
in the geometric quilt 

square activity.

Our students competing 
against one another in the 
paper airplane toss. 
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CANCELLED
Hope Hall’s Euchre Tournament that 
was scheduled for Saturday, May 6th 

has been cancelled. 

We apologize for any inconvenience that 
this may cause. Please be on the lookout 
for next year’s Euchre schedule in the fall! 


