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“Things may happen around you,
and things may happen to you,

but the only things that really count
are the things that happen in you.”

~ Eric Butterworth, Spiritual Economics

I really hate to watch the news 
anymore because of what it does 
to my stress level. Inappropriate, 
demeaning behavior and words 
coming from those who hold 
some of the highest offices of 
our land, threats of nuclear war 
from North Korea, and the tragic 
images of devastating hurricanes, 
wild fires, and mudslides are 

having a profound impact on all of us, giving power and 
voice to our worst fears. It seems as though all around 
us, people of every nation on this Earth, are struggling 
to maintain a balance between compassion and self-
preservation. Much, if not all of the violence, is out of 
our control, leaving us feeling powerless and fearful.
The one thing we can control is what happens in us; 

what do we become inside, as a response to all of the 
other things that happen outside of us?
In our Newsletters, we have been talking about ways 

of thinking, acting and speaking which we are teaching 
the students of Hope Hall; ways of making changes 
to the inside of each of us that will help us to be less 
violent in our thoughts and actions and words.
This has not been an easy task because in so 

many ways, this way of thinking, acting and 
speaking non-violently, without judgments and 
name-calling, and blame is getting to be more and 
more “counter cultural.”
So, the students, teachers, staff and I will keep working 

on this notion of turning negative thinking into positive 
thinking, and while we do that, something different 
will definitely happen within us that will make a great 
difference not only in ourselves, but in our world.

This February we will once again work on 
“expanding our hearts.”

Expanding our hearts means making room for 
people other than our family and close friends. It means 
including people, in loving ways, whether we know them 
or not.

Expanding our hearts usually implies sacrifice. 
Sacrifice is a word that often conjures up images or 
feelings of pain, such as the sacrifices of our first                     
responders, or our young men and women in the 
military.
But sacrifice is something we’re all called to do if 

we’re human beings who care anything about anyone 
else. Sacrifice means doing something hard, going 
without something we want, putting ourselves 
second so that the needs of someone else can be 
met, or at least lessened, by our actions.
Sacrifice is something our children have not grown up 

with, for the most part, because our part of the world, 
our culture, has made it possible for everyone to have 
what they want almost right away. Until now.
Our present economic situation is forcing us to look 

at our lifestyle and begin to “make sacrifices.” All the 
technology that we’ve come to think we can’t live 
without is showing up as a bill each month that we have 
to pay.
I’m not saying this to make any type of judgment. I 

thoroughly enjoy having a cell phone, a car and...but I 
am saying this to raise some questions.

•	 What are we teaching our children about wants and 
needs?

•	 Is	all	this	stuff	that	gives	us	immediate	gratification	
really making us any more happy, or simply adding 
to	our	financial	stress	each	month?

•	 Are we any more connected as people to each other 
because of all we have, or are we isolated more and 
more with our gadgets?

During this month, the students of Hope Hall, and all 
of us who are teachers and staff, will be learning about 
making sacrifices to help others. During February 
we will be raising funds to help fight Leukemia, 
Lymphoma, Hodgkin’s Disease and Myeloma.
Students in grades 2-12 will take part in our 14th 

Annual Pennies for Patients Project to help fight 
Leukemia. This is part of a national effort to help find 
a cure for this disease which kills so many, especially 
among children. Funds from this project will go 
toward research and toward direct help for children 
who have Leukemia, and their families, including 
those who are underinsured and can’t afford the 
expensive medications.
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Student of the Month
The Student of the Month 
for February is 6th Grader, 

Lena Hayes, who truly meets 
all criteria for Student of the 
Month. Congratulations, 
Lena! Your leadership and 
service makes each of us 

very proud.

Meet Hope Hall’s Board of Trustees!
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In order to participate in each event, students and 
teachers will have to purchase a special “I’m fighting 
Leukemia” ticket for $1.00. All money will go towards 
this project.

Some actions your children will be 
encouraged to do:

•	 Collect cans and bottles and bring them to school. 
We will take them to get the deposits.

•	 Shovel the snow for a neighbor and give some of 
what	you	earn	to	help	fight	the	disease.

•	 Donate a part of your allowance, or for those of us 
who are adults, donate the price of one trip to Tim 
Horton’s, Dunkin’ Donuts, or Starbucks.

Through these events, and through acts of sacrifice, 
we will all expand our hearts. Great growth will happen 
in us, and all of this will have a positive impact on not 
just us, but our world.
Our students actively participate each year, and last 

year we rasied $3,049.11! Hope Hall was able to raise 
the 7th highest amount in the Western and Central 
New York chapter, even though our school is so small, 
and 87% of our students live at or below the poverty 
level. We hope to do the same or even better this year.
If you would like to help the Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Society’s mission, or even help us reach our goal of 
$3,500.00 this year, you can send in cash or make a 
check out to The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
with the attention to: Mrs. Molly Burley, Pennies for 
Patients. 
May God bless each of us in our efforts to expand our 

hearts.

This project is very short. It begins on February 1 and 
ends on February 28, and we have one week off for the 
winter break.
In addition to collecting change for their homeroom 

“banks,” students, faculty, and staff are having some fun.

• February 2nd will be Football Dress Down Day to 
fight Leukemia. 

• February 9th will be Dress Down in Red Day to fight 
Leukemia.

• February 16th will Dress Down and Wear a Crazy 
Hat Day to fight Leukemia.

Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on the 
outstanding support that we receive from the community 
and our staff, but also on the Board of Trustees who have 
volunteered their time to help change the lives of our stu-
dents. We would like to take time to not only thank these 
individuals, but to introduce them to our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this month 
is Mr. Maurice Snipe. Maurice is the Director of Recruit-
ment & Diversity for the Rochester City School District 
and serves on our Advancement Committee. Maurice 
has served on our Board of Trustees since 2015. 

Thank you, Maurice, for your continued dedication 
and support for our school and community!

Maurice and his wife, Valerie at our 2017 Wild Wild West 
themed Gala.



Have you ever taken yourself out of an environment that wasn’t right for you, removing your-
self from the equation so you could come out with a better solution? Well I hadn’t. I remember 
my first day of middle school (not Hope Hall); my center of learning for the next three years. 
When I walked in with my short braids and large bag I could already feel the judgmental 
eyes start to stare at me. I got a cold feeling along with sadness and anger, knowing I had 
no friends to turn to; for the only childhood friend I had transferred to a different school. Days 
turned into weeks, weeks turned into months, then eventually years. 

Everyday there was something new that was brought to my attention; how I was too short, too 
fat, too ugly, or too dark to fit in with everyone else. I was threatened, embarrassed, ignored, 
and physically hurt, not just by others but by myself as well. Listening to music always seemed 
to calm me and reset my brain to a much better state. I looked forward to chorus every day of 

the week. During my last year in elementary school, the choir instructor recommended that I audition for the Bach 
Children’s Choir of Nazareth College, which I have been a member of for the past six years. Music has helped me 
endure all the hurt and pain from middle school through the ninth grade.

Freshman year proved to be my most stressful year yet. I had the same feeling deep down inside my soul, but only 
this time it was worse. The days got longer and the words were sharper. My self-esteem fell. If I had a friend, it was 
my counselor. She was the only one I could go to when I needed help. She lifted my spirit at times, and she was 
a great support and was always there when I needed someone to talk to. I will never forget what she did for me. 
However, the one thing that has kept me going, the best friend that I longed for, was the music; it’s always been the 
music. When I sing or I play, I enter my own world where I feel safe and calm. I feel like I belong, and nothing can 
tear me down. 

That particular high school was the worst environment for me. I was borderline passing all of my classes except for 
one. While I was nose deep in the sixties, pushing fifties, the only class I passed was chorus. The one ninety-four 
was the only grade I was proud of. As the year began to close, my parents soon had learned what I had endured. 
They went on the search for something new; a better place with more structure and stability, a school I could at-
tend. I begged them to let me stay, even though I felt like I was walking into a battlefield every day because the 
music was what protected me and kept me safe. This particular school had one of the best music programs and 
opportunities that I could partake in. Even though the environment wasn’t right for me, I still wanted to stay. After 
visiting new schools and shadowing students, I finally made a decision to attend Hope Hall. 

After months of summer school, September arrived. I boarded the bus with a feeling of excitement. The one friend 
that moved years ago, attended this school! With my hopes high for a good first day, I arrived, but this time it was 
different. When I walked into Hope Hall I was hit with a warm, loving feeling of community. I was accepted for who 
I was. With only a week passing, I found it so much easier to make friends and just be myself. It took me a while to 
find out who Jade was and where she belonged, but being surrounded by such kind and supporting people helped 
me grow into the person I am today. I thought leaving my first high school would be the end of music for me, but it 
was just the beginning. I joined the Hope Hall school chorus, and have performed at school functions inclusive of 
holiday celebrations and gala fundraisers. Not only have I participated in chorus, but I teach a step club wherein 
dance and singing are incorporated. 

I thought my music career was over; that I would never learn and grow. But I have grown into a person that I never 
saw myself being. We all go through pain at some point in our lives, and we all need a coping strategy, and mu-
sic is mine. I love working with others, and helping others despite the way I grew up. When I heard about music 
therapy as a career, my eyes lit up and my heart sang. If I could help others better themselves and become more 
independent, strong, and confident through music, I would be living my dream. Music is a powerful weapon, and I 
want to use its power to help the world around me, so we can all grow into something beautiful. All through my life, 
until coming to Hope Hall, I felt very alone. Music is one of the many reasons why I’m here today. Hope Hall made 
it possible for me to believe in myself and achieve my dream to become a music therapist and help others grow as 
well. 
 ~Jade Hill, Class of 2018

Reflections of a Graduating Senior
By Jade Hill, Class of 2018



 Hope Hall Students Learn about Chemical Reactions, Robotics, 
Meteorology, Radios, and Mechanical Engineering!

December was the month of special science guests at 
Hope Hall. One of the goals in our Science Department is 
to not only show students how much fun Science can be, 
but where it can take you in the future. Our first guest was 
Mr. Bill Jones, who presented on Monday, December 
11th. Bill is a Chemistry Professor at the University 
of Rochester. He performed several experiments for our 
elementary and high school students involving explosions, 
floating magnets, and freezing objects with liquid nitrogen. 

Mr. Kevin McKenzie, our second guest who presented on Tuesday, December 12th, is a student at the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology. He showed the students how to program a First Lego League Robot. Our students split into groups 
and had to figured out, by using computer software and trial and error, how to get the robot from Point A to Point B using 
turns and wheel rotation speed. Our second guest of the day on the 12th was Mr. Mark McLean, a Channel 13 WHAM 
Meteorologist. The students enjoyed seeing what it was like behind the scenes at Channel 13 WHAM news station. He 
explained the use of weather balloons to help predict weather patterns, and showed our students what a popped weather 
balloon that was found on a farm in Geneseo, NY, looked like. Our students also enjoyed his experiment of adding air 
pressure from a bicycle pump to a bottle of water. Mr. McLean then stayed after his presentation to sign autographs for the 
students. 

The following week two engineers came to show students what it was like to build and create. On Monday, December 
18th, Mr. Peter Burke, an Electrical Engineer at Harris Corporation in Rochester showed the students military grade 
walkie-talkies that he works on and answered many questions about drones and radios that he built as well. The students 
enjoyed talking to each the over the radios. The last guest who presented on Tuesday, December 19th, was Mr. Nathan 
Mott, a Mechanical Engineer at Javlyn in Rochester, a company the builds and designs food processing plants. Mr. Mott 
brought in a virtual realty headset for the students to wear to walk around an upcoming Snapple/Dr.Pepper plant that his 
company created. 

We would like to give a big “Thank you” to all of our special guests who took time out of 
their busy schedules to present and introduce our students to the wonders of 

science! 

Mr. McLean showing the students 
what a destroyed weather balloon 

looks like.

Mrs. Mott show-
ing students 
Jackson Gard 
and Colden 
Wegman how to 
start the robot 
brought in by Mr. 
McKenzie.

Mr. Mott answering questions while student 
Casan Curry uses the VR headset. 

Students were 
listening to 

instructions on 
how to use the 

walkie-talkies 
from Mr. Burke.

6th grade student, 
Nick Torres 

participating in an 
experiment with 

Mr. Jones.

Mr. Burke 
showing 6th 
grade student, 
Vinny Batista 
what buttons 
to push to talk 
through the 
walkie.

L:R - Casan Curry, Mrs. Esposito, Mr. Jones, Lucas Aiello, Mrs. Sweet, Mrs. Mott, 
Alannah Slack, Arianna Bertolino, and Georgia Dunn



This month’s segment of our 2016-2017 Annual Report gives tribute and thanks to all of you who contribut-
ed to the 2016 ROC the Day Campaign as well as the 2017 United Way Spring Campaign by choosing 
to designate your gift to come to Hope Hall.

Hope Hall is not a United Way Agency, so we do not get automatic funding from each United Way Cam-
paign. We only get funding if a donor specifically chooses the donor designation option and directs 
the donation to come to Hope Hall by marking our Donor Option number which is 2108.

Every dollar directed to Hope Hall through the Donor Option goes directly to help reduce the deficit 
between what our full program costs, and what our tuition is and covers.

Using the Donor Option to give though United Way ensures that we can keep our tuition as affordable as 
possible for our families. Each person listed here who chose Hope Hall to receive his/her United Way 
contribution is playing a major role in helping our students learn academics, moral and ethical behavior, and 
how to have a good life as productive citizens in our community, our country, and our world.  

We are deeply grateful to each of you for your partnership in helping to 
provide Hope for our children. 

2016-2017 Annual Report: Segment 5

 

Join us to Experience Hope
Are you interested in experiencing the difference Hope 
Hall makes in our students’ lives? Would you like to 
learn more about the impact Hope Hall is having on our 
students and the community? Then it is time for you to 
Experience Hope!

Experience Hope includes:
•Participation in our morning Community Meetings with 

faculty and students
•A tour of the school with Student Ambassadors

•A meeting with our Founder and Executive Director, 
Sister Diana Dolce

Experience Hope typically runs from 8:30 AM to  
10:00 AM and can be scheduled most weekdays. 

For more information and/or to schedule an Experience, 
please call Mrs. Samantha Standing at 585-426-5824 ext. 

107 or email samantha.standing@hopehall.org. 

 

Some Great News!
Thanks to a special grant from the Turula Family Foun-
dation, we are able to purchase 7 robotics kits for our 

science classes. Each kit will incorporate science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math skills. At the end of this 

school year, the 7 different robots can be taken apart, the 
computer programs cleared, and the kit can be re-used by 

different classes next year. 

We are very grateful to the Turula Family Foundation 
for their many years of supporting our science 
classes in memory of Dr. Nicole Turula Mazza. 

Mrs. Mott sitting next to a robot 
like the ones our students will 
be using. 

10th graders, Arianna Bertolino 
(right) and Georgia Dunn (left) 

learning how to program the robot 
with the computer program shown 

on one of our SMART board.
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These gifts were a 
tremendous support to 

our operating 
budget and help to 
make it possible for 

us to keep our tuition 
down!

Thank You for making 
a continuous 

difference in the lives 
of our students!

www.hopehall.org                          



Saturday, April 28, 2018 
6:00 pm – 11:00 pm 

Roc Italian American Sports Club 
1250 Buffalo Rd  

Rochester, NY 14624 
 

Enjoy a delicious seven-course Italian 
meal with dessert, wine, Italian music, 

raffles, and a cash bar! 
 

You’re Invited! 
Please Join us for 

 
14th Annual Experience Italy Fundraising Dinner 
Sponsored by the Rochester Italian American Sports Club 

 
 
 
 
 

Reserve your table today! 
  Tickets are: 

$40 per person 
$320 for a table of 8 or $400 for a table of 10 

Seating is limited to 230 guests. Tables seat 8 guests, 10 guests maximum. 
 Reservations, payments, and gifts in-kind are needed by Monday, April 9th! 

 
Please complete and return the below form with payment by Monday, April 9, 2018 to: 

Ms. Danielle Pierleoni - Hope Hall School - 1612 Buffalo Road - Rochester, NY 14624 

First & Last Name and/or Name of Organization for Reservation: 
______________________________________________________   
Phone: ______________________________ Email: ______________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________  
City: _________________  State: ________   Zip: ____________ 
  
Enclosed is my check or credit card information for _________ event tickets. 

  
Please make checks payable to “Hope Hall” OR fill out the credit card information below: 
 
Please charge my credit card for $ ________________.   

Card type: V / MC / Discover / AMEX  
Card number: ________________________________________________ 
Exp. Date: _______________  CVV #: ____________________  
Name on Card: ____________________________________________________ 
Billing House Number: _________  Billing Zip Code: _____________ 
Your Signature: __________________________________ 
 

If you would like to donate a gift in-kind for our event raffle, please provide the total estimated monetary value of your  
in-kind contribution: $_________ and a brief description of your gift here: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please include the first and last names of your guests and any dietary restrictions below: 
 

1. _____________________________ 
 

2. _____________________________ 
 

3. _____________________________ 
 

4. _____________________________ 
 

5. _____________________________ 

Connect with us! 
www.hopehall.org 

 

6. ______________________________ 

7. ______________________________ 

8. ______________________________ 

9. ______________________________ 

10. ______________________________ 

  

100% of 
proceeds are 
donated to  
Hope Hall!  
 

Event Contact: 
Ms. Danielle Pierleoni 
Development Manager of Special Events & Public Relations 
(585) 426-5824 Ext.111 
danielle.pierleoni@hopehall.org 

This event sells out quickly!



CHOOSE HOPE HALL

UNITED WAY
DONOR OPTION #2108

We are already receiving early 
designations from our donors for the 
2018 Spring Campaign! Get yours in 

today!

Your contribution helps us change lives by helping 
students who learn differently reach their goals 

and achieve academic success.
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Help Hope Hall Reach Our Annual 
Appeal Goal This Year!

Where differences are celebrated, 
learning challenges are overcome, 

and lifelong success begins, one 
student at a time. 

1612 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Phone: (585) 426-0210  
Fax: (585) 426-3319

www.hopehall.org

We are almost to our Future Full of Hope Annual 
Appeal goal! So far, we have received a total of 

$117,898.00 from 223 gracious donors. Our goal this 
year was $125,000.00, so please consider helping us 

raise the last $7,102.00 needed to reach our goal. 

You can mail in cash or a check (memo line stat-
ing “Annual Appeal”), go online and use our Paypal 
option by selecting the Annual Appeal option on the 
drop down bar as the donation type, or you can call 
or email Mrs. Molly Burley to take credit card trans-
actions at 585-426-5824 ext. 108 or molly.burley@

hopehall.org.

Thank you for your continuous support 
of Hope Hall!


