
A School of Our Own
Connecting Children. Creating Community. Changing Lives.

Volume 23, Issue 6 Newsletter March 2018

Director’s Corner GOODNESS

Our students wanted to pray 
for the kids and families 
who were suffering through 
the latest school shooting 
that took place in Florida. 
So during our Community 
meeting, we prayed and 
then we talked. Keep in mind 
that the following profound 
comments were made by 

students who have significant learning challenges. 
One students asked, “How come people do such 
bad things?” I asked if anyone had any ideas about 
the answer to that question, and a student replied, 
“Because they don’t know that they have personal 
power in them from God to make good choices.” I 
was stunned and so proud because learning about 
the power for good that God gives each of us when 
we are born is something I emphasize over and over 
again in these Community meetings, and “making 
better choices” is language used daily here as a way 
of shaping choices and handling discipline. 
 
“Goodness” is nowhere in the New York State 
Common Cure Curriculum, so who teaches 
“Goodness” and how do kids learn it so they can 
make it a habit and way of life?
 
In this age when even toddlers are plugged into 
baby computers to keep them occupied while the 
significant others in their lives are texting or on 
social media, or plugged in all by themselves to 
listen to music that only they can enjoy; in an age 
when most schools house hundreds of kids and 
anonymity is norm; when what matters in education 
is how well a child scores on a test that is based on 
abstract reasoning and only the top 10% can feel 
any sense of satisfaction because they can handle 
abstract reasoning at the age of 9, who teaches 
“Goodness”?
 

I began thinking about what skills, habits, ways of 
being come in to play in the notion of Goodness. 
Empathy, Hospitality, Sacrifice, Respect and 
Reverence for differences – all areas of focus that 
we have concentrated on and deliberately taught 
at Hope Hall this year, come to my mind. Every 
visitor who comes to Hope Hall comments on how 
welcoming, respectful, and kind our students are 
to them, (the “Stranger”), and to each other. This 
is a great thing and it means we’re making some 
headway. But what else do we need to teach when 
we teach “Goodness”?
 
A firm, unshakable belief in the value and dignity 
of each person and every life is something that I 
think is part of Goodness. We adults must acquire 
and practice this ourselves if we ever expect our 
children to learn it from us. They will never learn it 
from watching TV or social media. In fact, the norm 
that our children are exposed to over and over again 
is exactly the opposite.
 
We adults, if we want to teach our children to be 
good people and act in good ways, making good 
choices, must take an inventory of our own words, 
actions, and choices.
 
If we want to cultivate a belief in the value and 
dignity of each person and every life, then we 
have to speak and act out of that belief. Our 
children may not always believe what they hear 
us say, but they will always believe what they 
see us do.
 
We have to believe that Syrian parents love their 
children as much as American parents do. We have 
to believe that Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, and Buddhist 
parents cherish their children and want what’s best 
for their families as much as Christian parents do. 
We have to think and act and speak as if every 
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person we encounter is someone loved--even if we 
disagree entirely with what they are saying or how 
they are handling a situation.
 
We have to tell our kids how sad it is when any life is 
lost to violence, and we have to act as if we believe 
what we say.
 
Teaching “Goodness” takes a lot of time, effort, 
and energy. We were willing to take the time, make 
the effort, and use the energy to teach our children 
how to walk and how to talk. Are we willing to examine 
our own life and put that time, effort, and energy into 
teaching our children “Goodness”?
 

Director’s Corner Continued

Hope Hall’s 5th Graders Graduate from the D.A.R.E. Program

On Tuesday, February 13th, the fifth graders had their annual D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) 
graduation. The focus of D.A.R.E. is to provide children with the information and skills they need to live 
drug and violence free lives. It also establishes positive relationships between students, law enforcement, 
teachers, parents, and other community leaders.

This year, we again had the privilege of having Deputy Scott McKinney come and work with our fifth 
grade students. He engaged the students in 10 classroom lessons. D.A.R.E. lessons focus on providing 
accurate information 
a b o u t  a l c o h o l  a n d 
drugs, teaching students 
decision-making skills, 
showing them how to 
resist peer pressure, 
and giving them ideas 
for alternatives to drug 
use and violence. At 
the graduation, each 
student read aloud a 
five paragraph essay in 
which they told everyone 
what they learned from 
this program.

This year we have 10 
wonderful fifth grade 
students. We are very 
grateful to Ms. Tauriello 
for taking the lead in 
organizing our program 
with Deputy McKinney. 

Congratulations to our fabulous fifth grade students, 
pictured below with Ms. Tauriello.

(L-R): Deputy McKinney, Ricky Ferrari-Clark, Chase Danylak, Angus Henry, 
Colin Ingalls, Lamar Bennett, Ms. Tauriello, Gustavo Mateo, Rafael Senior, 

Justin Johnson, David Burt, and Jase Raymond. 

Are we willing to unplug ourselves and our children 
long enough to teach them, and model for them, the 
value of life, the value of doing something hard for the 
sake of the common good, the values of respect and 
reverence for another person even if we disagree with 
their point of view?

America has always had its finest hours when we 
were acting out of Goodness; when we were using 
empathy and sacrifice to reach out to others; when 
we were using hospitality and welcoming the “Other”.
 
This month, please join us in teaching Goodness. 
May God bless us and each of our efforts to be good 
people and teach Goodness to our children.



Student of the Month

The Student of the Month for March is 5th Grader, Angus Henry, who truly 
meets all criteria for Student of the Month. Congratulations, Angus! Your 
leadership and service has made each of us very proud.

Read-A-Mania is a school wide 
reading event for students in 
grades 2-12. This program is a 
way to get students engaged 
and involved in reading. Every 
year a theme is chosen by the 
Reading Department related to 
students’ interests. The students 
and teachers participate in several 
events and activities throughout 
the year.

This year’s theme is Decades 
of Music. So far the students 
and teachers participated in a 
hallway decorating activity. Three 
to four teachers in each hallway 
decorated their entire hallway 
with student support based on 
a decade that they chose. The 
decades we used were the 2000’s, 
1990’s, 1970’s, 1960’s, and 
1950’s. Each hallway had a month 
to work together and decorate 
their hallway based on the style 
of music that was popular during 
that decade. The hallways all 
turned out fantastic! It was great 
to see everyone working together 
to make their hallways awesome. 
The w inner  o f  the  ha l lway 
decorating competition was the 
2000’s hallway. This included Ms. 
Nojeim, Ms. Alford, Mrs. Mott, Ms. 
Eaker, Mr. House, and the service 
providers along with students in 
each of their homeroom classes. 
The prize for the winners was a 
free dress down day in keeping 
with the theme of the hallway. 

Read-A-Mania Celebrates Decades of Music

The students and teachers in this 
hallway had a “black out” day on 
March 2nd where they dressed in 
all black.

The next event was a Reading 
competition between homeroom 
classes. The students in each 
homeroom competed with other 
homerooms to see who could 
read the most during the month 
of February all the way up until 
break. Students had to read books 
and record what they read on a 
reading log. In order to make it fair 
for all grades, the amount of pages 
determined how much each book 
was worth on the reading log. 
The teachers were provided with 

guitar picks to keep track of their 
class’ progress. For every 5 books 
read, the class would earn 1 guitar 
pick. In the end, the winner of 
the reading competition was Ms. 
Tauriello’s 5th grade class. Their 
reward was a pizza party for their 
whole class. As a class they had 
over 15 guitar picks!

During the month of March our 
theme will be the Oscars! This 
theme will incorporate movies 
and their soundtracks. Students 
and teachers will choose a movie 
and a soundtrack to learn more 
about. Students will also read 
scenes from the movie, turn a 
movie scene into a skit, watch the 
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Mr. Najder and Mrs. Sweet 
from the 60’s

Nelson Golden (Grade 6) 
as Bruno Mars from the 

2000’s decade

7th grade students Makayla 
Metz, Anthony Hawkes 

and Nathan Yohon 
dressed like the 1950’s



Read-A-Mania 
Continued

Hope Hall’s Pennies for Patients 
Stand-Out Stars

Hope Hall once again participated in the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society’s Pennies for Patients 
Campaign during the month of February. This year 
marked the 13th year participating in this wonderful 
event.

This year, in three weeks our students, faculty, 
staff, and even some of our readers donated 
$2,420.00.

The students and staff of Hope Hall had fun 
incentives for special dress down days to support 
the campaign. Every Friday of February had a 
dress down theme; football Friday (in honor of the 
Superbowl), wear red, and wear a crazy hat. To 
participate in a dress down day, the students and 
staff had to pay $1.00.

Nadia Archie
$50.00

Nicky Ni 
$100.00

David Burt 
$18.19 in all pennies!

Jonathan Conte
$40.00

movie, and eventually 
perform their skit for 
other classes! Once 
again, thank you to 
all of the homerooms 
for participating in the 
ha l lway  deco ra t i ng 
competition as well as 
the reading competition.
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TJ Ruberti
$180.00

Many of our students really took the campaign very 
much to heart, and went above and beyond for the 
cause. These students include: T.J. Ruberti (Grade 
11) and his family who collected $180 in change 
over the past year, and gave it all to Pennies for 
Patients, Nadia Archie (Grade 10) who gave $50 
of her own saved money, Nicky Ni (Grade 6) who 
brought in $100, Johnathan Conte (Grade 6) who 
brought in $40 of his own saved money, and David 
Burt (Grade 5) who brought in $18.19 in all pennies 
that he had collected.

Many of our readers also helped us raise money, 
including Mrs. Betty Dolce, Robert Dolce, Father 
Joseph Sasso, Sharon and Carl Wheat, Raymond 
and Ellen Grabb, Lou and Maria Lombardo, 
Catherine Kurz, and Lois Miller. $60.00 was rasied by 
the Greece Cobras Girls U-14 Trabold soccer team.

Peter Rivoli (Grade 12) as 
David Cassidy from the 1970’s

Our Seniors grouped together dressed up from the 70’s



Legacy of Hope Society-
Hope Hall’s Planned Giving Program

Planned giving donors help ensure that Hope Hall has the ability to meet the needs of students who 
learn differently for years to come. Hope Hall’s Legacy of Hope Society recognizes donors who have 
provided for the future needs of our students through a planned gift. 

The most common form of a planned gift is a bequest. A bequest is a gift to Hope Hall in your will. This is 
a simple and popular way to make a meaningful impact on education. There is no minimum dollar amount 
required. Hope Hall has been the beneficiary of a number of bequest gifts that have enabled us to make 
capital improvements and provide for the daily needs of our students. 

There are a variety of additional ways you can make a planned gift, including:

• Trusts
• Life Insurance
• Retirement Plans

Planned giving donors have the satisfaction of knowing that they will continue to make a difference on 
Hope Hall’s ability to ensure that children who have been marginalized in traditional education systems 
achieve success, in the classroom and beyond. There are also financial benefits to planned gifts that can 
be realized through investment and estate planning.

Currently we have almost 40 registered members of the Legacy of Hope Society. Hope Hall is eternally 
grateful to our Legacy of Hope Society for their commitment to supporting the unique needs of our 
students. If you are considering joining the Legacy of Hope Society by making a planned gift, you may 
wish to speak to your financial planner for further information. Hope Hall’s Development office is happy to 
discuss current or potential membership with you as well. Please feel free to contact Samantha Standing 
to confirm your membership details or discuss joining the Legacy of Hope Society. 

Samantha can be reached at:

 Samantha Standing
 585-426-5824 ext. 107
 samantha.standing@hopehall.org 

“I like giving to causes that matter, and I certainly know 
that children’s education does! I made a planned gift 
in my will to Hope Hall to ensure that its educational 

success continues for children who need it.”
 

Dorothy R. Pecoraro
Legacy of Hope Society Member

Hope for the Future



2016-2017 Annual Report 
Monthly Feature

Please stay tuned for our April 2018 Hope Hall 
Newsletter for an Annual Report Monthly Feature. 
Thank you for your patience. 

Important Information Regarding Experience Italy 
on Saturday, April 28, 2018

We received an overwhelming response regarding event ticket sales. Thank you to everyone who 
has sponsored and purchased tickets. We look forward to an exciting event with delicious food, wine, 
dessert, dancing, raffles, and a cash bar. YOU are helping us make a difference in our student’s 
lives. 

We are still accepting specific event sponsorships, raffle item donations, and volunteers. 
Please contact Ms. Danielle Pierleoni to learn more about what opportunities are available:

(585) 426-5824 Ext.111 or Danielle.Pierleoni@hopehall.org.
 

Thank you!

For those who are attending, we are pleased to announce our 
14th Annual Experience Italy Fundraising Dinner Menu: 

• Italian Antipasto (assorted cheeses, 
 olives, peppers, and salami)

• Mixed Field Green Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette 

• Penne with Marinara Sauce

• Roasted Potatoes with Rosemary, Garlic, 
 Salt, & Pepper

• Greens and Beans

• Chicken Piccata

• Pork Marsala

• Fine Wine and Italian Delicacies for Dessert 

Important Announcement: 
Tickets for Hope Hall School’s
14th Annual Experience Italy

Fundraising Dinner on 
Saturday, April 28, 2018

ARE SOLD OUT!



Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on 
the outstanding support that we receive from the 
community and our staff, but also on the Board of 
Trustees who have volunteered their time to help 
change the lives of our students. We would like to 
take time to not only thank these individuals, but to 
introduce them to our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this 
month is Mr. Michael Cornell, member of our Board 
of Trustees. Michael serves on our Advancement 
Committee, and has been a member of our Board 
of Trustees since 2015. He was originally drawn to 
our school back in 2013 because his grandfather 
did not have a formal education past the 8th grade, 
and always had a special place in his heart for 
educational programming. 

M i c h a e l  c u r r e n t l y 
works  a longs ide  h i s 
father, David, and step-
mother Ol iv ia Cornel l 
as a Certified Graduate 
Appraiser, Store Manager, 
and  D iamond  Buye r 
at Cornell ’s Jewelers. 
He also serves as a 
Board member of the 
Cornell Weinstein Family 
Foundat ion ,  founded 
by Harry and Regina 
Cornell.    

When Michael is not working, he enjoys golf, tennis, 
skiing, and spending time with his wife and daughter.  

Thank you, Michael, for your continued dedication 
and support for our school and community!

What is Amazon Smile?

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support Hope Hall every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to us!

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?

To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com 
from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. 
You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com 
to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at 
AmazonSmile. This process takes about two minutes. Our 
High School Principal, Mrs. Hall-Spector did it, and timed it! 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 
charitable donations?

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 
donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. 
Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 
renewals are not currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on 
AmazonSmile?

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and 
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account setting are also the same. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support 
when shopping on AmazonSmile?

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 
you need to select Hope Hall to receive donations from 
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. The site will 
remember your slection, and then every eligible purchase 
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 
The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus 

Meet Hope Hall’s 
Board of Trustees

Do You Shop on Amazon?

Would You Like to Help 
Hope Hall at No Cost to You?

any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-
wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, 
AmazonSmile may offer special, limited time promotions 
that increase the donation amount on one or more products 
or services or provide for addtional donations to Hope Hall. 
Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the 
relevant promotion for complete details. 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated 
from my purchases on AmazonSmile?

Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and 
are not tax deductible by you.

Michael Cornell
Board of Trustees

You shop. Amazon gives. 



CHOOSE HOPE HALL

UNITED WAY DONOR 
OPTION #2108

We are already receiving early designations 
from our donors for the 2018 Spring 

Campaign! Get yours in today!

Your contribution helps us change lives by 
helping students who learn differently reach 
their goals and achieve academic success.

1612 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Phone: (585) 426-0210
Fax: (585) 426-3319
www.hopehall.org

Where differences are celebrated, 
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.
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Euchre Tournament 
on Saturday April 7th, 2018. 

Registration begins at 5:30. 
Games begin at 6:30. 

Cost is $20 per person and includes pizza, 
donuts from Ridge Donuts, snacks, water 
and Starbucks coffee. Half of each ticket 

goes to support Hope Hall. 
Cash prizes are awarded.

Mark Your Calendars!
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