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grant money will be used to help support our Career 
Development and Occupational Studies Program.

This program is what prepares our students to enter the 
workforce with all of the skills they need to be successful. 
It also helps them to be prepared to transition into two 
and four year college programs. It is through the program 
that our students learn to use math and science skills 
to draw professional grade blueprints to use to design 
and build woodworking items. They also have job 
shadowing experiences, learn how to write resumes, 
and fill out college admission and financial aid forms. It 
is within these classes in this program that our students 
learn collaboration, group problem solving, production, 
inventory skills, and so much more. 
 

This program offers each graduate a mentor who follows 
them over the next four years after graduation to ensure 
that each of our graduates has the adult support needed 
as they transition from Hope Hall to College and/or the 
world of work.

Our Career Development/Occupational Studies 
program costs the school approximately $300,000.00 

each year, so a grant from the Gannett Foundation 
would be a tremendous help to us. 

If you’d like to help us meet this challenge, you 
can make a gift of $10.00 or more by going to www.
crowdrise.com/ACT2018. From this page you can 
search in the upper right-hand corner for “Help Hope 
Thrive” and you will find our campaign! Gifts must be 
made through this link to qualify us for the grant. Once 
on our fundraising page, you can share a customized 
link via email or social media, or you can join our team 
and create your own fundraiser to share with friends and 
family, and ask them to help support Hope Hall. 

There are 3,000 people who read our Newsletter each 
month. If 600 of you each donate $10.00 through this 
CrowdRise challenge, not only will our operating budget 
be helped, but we will be “raising Hope” for all of our 
students as they prepare for their futures as productive 
members of a Community that Thrives. Will you consider 
being one of those 600?

Thank you for all you have done, and continue to do 
to keep Hope alive for our children!

A School of Our Own

I’d like to start off my Director’s message with a quote 
that means a great deal to me. I have no idea who the 
author of this quote is; I found it on a card 23 years ago.

“Hope is not the same as joy when things are going 
well, nor is it the willingness to invest in enterprises 
that are obviously headed for early success, but 
rather an ability to work for something to succeed. 

Hope is not the conviction that something will turn out 
well, but rather the certainty that something makes 
sense, regardless of how it turns out.

It is this Hope that gives us strength to live and to 
continually try new things even in conditions that 
seem hopeless.”

-Author Unknown

This quote, and a deep faith in 
God who plants this Hope within 
us, is what has kept me, and so 
many others going when folks 
relying solely on facts have said 
our school would never last and 
our students would never learn.

I offer this quote to you because 
there is so much hopelessness 
that seems to surround us every 

day. I also offer this to you as a starting point to tell you 
about a wonderful opportunity to help our school. 

The Gannett Foundation is launching a program 
called A Community Thrives. This is a social impact 
fundraising program that is focused on helping 
organizations whose mission is education, arts & 
culture, and wellness.

A Community Thrives empowers communities to 
take on local challenges through something called 
CrowdRise. Hope Hall has registered a project, Help 
Hope Thrive, with CrowdRise. Between March 19th 
and May 7th, if we raise at least $6,000.00, we will be 
eligible to earn a grant from the Gannett Foundation 
for up to $100,000.00 for a specific project. 

For Hope Hall, we will use the $6,000.00 (or more if we 
can raise it) to help meet our operating budget which 
currently is facing a deficit. With your support, I am 
confident we can accomplish our CrowdRise goal, and 
become eligible for the Gannett Foundation grant. This 
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Student of the Month

Student of the Month
The Student of the Month for April is 12th Grader, Peter Rivoli, who 
truly meets all criteria for Student of the Month. Congratulations, 
Peter! Your leadership and service have made each of us very proud.

Hope Hall Students Celebrate Pi Day!
By: Jenn Alford, Elementary Math Teacher, Math Department Head

On March 14th, commonly known as Pi Day, students and faculty spent the afternoon celebrating Math. Pi is 
a math term that represents the ratio between the circumference and diameter of a circle. This ratio is usu-
ally approximated as 3.14, which is why we celebrate on March 14th. 

All of our teachers, no matter their skill or knowledge of math, chose an activity to work on with the students. 
The end of the day activities ranged from a scavenger hunt, pi recipe sharing, and creating pi bracelets, to a 
variety of coloring and game-related stations. Each student had the opportunity to select two different sta-
tions in which to participate. This event provided both students and staff with fun ways to interact with math 
concepts. 

As much as it is important to encourage our students to learn math to prepare them for the real world, it is 
also just as important to build their confidence in their skills so that they are more willing to take a chance 
and build their math mindset.

Jackson Gard helping 
Jacolby Terrell with their 

string art activity.

A student working on a 
quilt square - a coloring Pi 

Day activity.

Lydia, DaVonni, and Teaha 
working on using number 

codes to tell them what color 
bead to pick next for their 

bracelets.

Our students participated in a team building activity 
playing bounce ball. Different areas on the floor had 
numbers on them, and whichever number the un-

returned ball landed on was the amount of points the 
serving team received. 

Mr. Ture helping Ava and Cheyenne with 
their projects in the origami activity. 

(Photo credit: Mrs. Weet)

Thank you, Mrs. Alford for coordinating 
such a successful Pi Day! Our students 
and staff really enjoyed all the creative 

activities.



High School Boys Blackhawk Basketball
Effort. Commitment. Teamwork.

2017-2018 Project SEARCH® Intern
RCSD/City of Rochester and  the ARC of Monroe County

The High School boys’ basketball team won their final game 
of the season on March 1, 2018. It was their 9th win and the 
end to an amazing season. 

The Blackhawk’s finished with an overall winning record. The 
9 wins is a school record. The high school boys’ basketball
team consistently demonstrated great effort, commitment, 
and teamwork throughout the 2017-2018 season. They have 
made our school very proud and have earned a reputation 
among the teams that we play as being resilient, respectful, 
and hardworking. 

Special thanks to the staff and faculty volunteers who helped 
to work the scoreboard at the games. They are:

Jacelyn Droegmoeller 
Kara Eaker 

Nick Schaller 
Nick Droegmoeller 
Danene Esposito 

Front Row (left to right): Charles Schaffer, Tyler Gagner, Sam Mateer, Justus Mewborn, 
and Izarie Knight. Back Row (left to right): Casan Curry, Raymond Mateo, Aaron 
Kendall, Jacolby Terrell, Ivory Members, Noah Barclay, Menetor Viator, and Evan Minor. 
Not Pictured: Nolan Jones and Peter Rivoli.

             Aaron Kendall
 Menetor Viator 
 Raymond Mateo 
 Noah Barclay
 Charles Schaffer 
 Justus Mewborn
 Ivory Members 
 Sam Mateer 

High School Boys Blackhawk 
Basketball Team

2017-2018 

Coach Jim Zehr
Coach Nick Droegmoeller

Raymond Mateo 
(far right) taking 
a shot while 
Aaron Kendall 
signals that he’s 
open.

Hope Hall would like to congratulate our 2017 graduate, Brianna Haygood, who was 
recently highlighted by the ARC of Monroe County for her participation as a 2017-2018 

Project SEARCH® internship. 

Project SEARCH® is a one year, school to work transition program that began at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center. Project SEARCH® combines classroom instruction with 
meaningful internship experiences to meet the goal of employment for each participant.

Brianna spent her first rotation as a Food Service Intern at I-Square, where she was responsible 
for weighing and portioning food, and cutting vegetables, meat and cheese. She enjoyed work-
ing around food and learning to use the scale and slicer. Currently, Brianna is completing an 
internship in the offices of Operation Transformation Rochester. She is updating their computer 
records and following up with clients by phone. Brianna likes working with the staff and clients at 
OTR. Brianna would like to find a long term job working in an office. She enjoys getting outside 
and walking or jogging in her spare time.

Alumni Corner: Brianna Haygood

Brianna Haygood 
(Courtesy of  RCSD/City of Rochester 

Project SEARCH®)

             Tyler Gagner
 Izarie Knight
 Casan Curry 
 Peter Rivoli
 Evan Minor 
 Nolan Jones 
 Jacolby Terrell



Other amount to sponsor a student

Hope Hall Remembers Parkland Florida Shooting 
Victims with Candle Ceremony

On Wednesday, March 14th all students and adults in the Hope Hall Community gathered in the school 
gymnasium and formed a large circle with a candle in the center. 17 different high school students read 

the name of a victim of the shooting, and after each name, Sister Diana verbalized a prayer for that 
person’s family, and asked God for wisdom for our Nation’s leaders in passing laws to support gun safety 

and mental health support.

After the remembrance, each person was given 17 paper hearts. Each individual who participated was 
asked to perform 17 acts of kindness that day, and to write the act of kindness on the hearts. As the acts 

of kindness were completed, a large mural was created in our school. This was our way of honoring 
those who died with a tremendous release of positive energy into our world to counter and overcome all 

the negative energy. Since all 200 students, faculty, and staff took this seriously, there were 
3,400 acts of kindness done on Wednesday and Thursday. 

Imagine the out-pouring of positive energy that was released!

The High School Principal, Ms. Hall, Elementary Principal, Mrs. Drogemoeller, and Sister Diana took a 
select group of students and delivered donuts to the Gates Ambulance teams, the Gates Police 

Department, and the Gates Fire Department to thank them for all they do to keep us safe.

Sam Mateer (Gr. 12) placing a 
candle for one of the 17 victims 

and Justus Mewborn (Gr. 9) 
reciting one of the victims’ 

names before Sister Diana says 
a prayer for that person’s family.



Randy Traugott
Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on the outstanding support that we 
receive from the community and our staff, but also on the Board of Trustees who have 
volunteered their time to help change the lives of our students. We would like to take 
time to not only thank these individuals, but to introduce them to our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this month is Mr. Randy Traugott. Randy 
is the Director of Marketing for Wendy’s Restaurants, and serves on our Finance 
Committee, Governance Committee, and Advancement Committee. Randy has 
served on our Board of Trustees since 2006. 

Randy (left) with Matt 
Pitti (center) and Ben 
Dobrynski (right)at our 
2017 High Hopes Golf 

Tournament.
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Thank you, Randy, for your continued 
dedication and support for our school 

and community!

Meet Hope Hall’s Board of Trustees:

 Save the Date for Hope Hall’s Annual 
Walk for Hope!

Hope Hall’s Annual Walk for Hope will be taking place 
on Thursday, May 24, 2018 at Hope Hall. Our students, 
faculty/staff, and board members will be starting to reach 
out to friends, family, and neighbors to sponsor so they 
are able to reach their individual goals of $100.00. For 
every $100.00 that a student reaches in sponsorships, 
they receive a “ticket” that can be redeemed for prizes at 
the end of the day. 

Can you help us with prizes? Recommended dona-
tions include, but are not limited to: iTunes gift cards, 
movie theater tickets, amusement park or local museum 
passes, headphones, cell phone cases, and zoo passes. 
We encourage you to be creative—all gifts are greatly 
appreciated! *Please note that gifts-in-kind are needed for 
students ages 8 and up, as well as for faculty & staff!*

If you would like more information, or have any 
questions, please contact: 

Ms. Danielle Pierleoni
 Events Manager

585.426.5824 ext. 111
danielle.pierleoni@hopehall.org

Stay tuned for next month’s newsletter which will 
include our Walk for Hope Sponsorship Form!

Student Casan Curry Receives Certification
of Completion from ACE Mentoring Program

On Friday, March 23rd, Casan Curry, a 
member of our Junior class, received 
his certificate of completion from the 
ACE (Architect-Engineering-Construc-
tion) mentoring program, as well as a 
$3,000.00 scholarship for college. 

In addition to receiving his certificate of 
completion, his “Lego Playhouse” that 
he created was ranked #1 within the 

program and it also was “sold” on Sunday, March 25th at 
the Blue Cross Arena Home & Garden Event. 

Congratulations, Casan! Everyone at Hope Hall 
is so proud of your accomplishments.



Anonymous
Marianne Antczak
Dr. Edward and Ruth** Atwater
Christopher Bailey
Richard and Sharon Barned
JoAnn A. Belle Isle
Dr. John** and M. Claire Blanton
Geoffrey and Patricia Brown
Vilma Burgos-Torres
Bruce and Marilyn Burkey
Joseph Byrnes
Thomas and Michelle M. Cain
Angelo and Mary Cali
Patricia Callaghan
Adeline B. Campanaro
Winifred Cantwell
R. Carlos Carballada
Frank A. Cicha and Judith VanHillyer
Francis and Kathleen M. Comella
Judith Conley
Dr. Walter Cooper
Richard and Geraldine Crooker
Paul and Annette DeCarolis
Delores DeConinck
Kathleen DellaPorta
Viola DeMare
Nancy J. DeRycke and Ron Stacy
Patricia DiNardo
Dr. Raymond Dreher and Dr. Elaine 
Tunaitis
James and Susan Fackelman
Tom Fairbrother
Dr. Elizabeth Feltner
Mike Fiorella
Thomas and Jane Flood
Arlene M. Freitas
Patrick and Kathleen Gaglione
Nancy Giordano

This month’s segment of our 2016-2017 Annual Report features our Violet Fund, as 
well as those who helped sponsor a student’s tuition. 

The Scholarship Sponsors help families struggling economically by covering the families’ portion of tuition 
not covered by the scholarship awarded to them. These generous individuals made it possible for many of 
our children to remain at Hope Hall. Hope Hall’s Violet Fund is money used specifically for scholarships 
awarded to families based on financial need. 

We are deeply grateful to each person listed here who contributed to our Violet Fund and student’s tuition 
assistance. More than 85% of our students were able to attend Hope Hall last year because of you. 
You had a significant impact not only on their learning, but also on their lives.

Violet Fund Michael and Fran Haselkorn
Frederick and Eleanor Heier
Gerald and Ann Hendershot
Jon and Mary Ellen Hoecker
Rev. Daniel F. Holland
Brenda Jackson
Just Give
Matthew and Mary Jo Korona
Mike and Sue Kowalczyk
Catherine Laglia
David A. Lattuca
Susan Lawrence
Thomas and Pamela Lazio
Thomas Lennox and Margaret Freeman
Dr. Vern Lindberg and Joan Gray Lind-
berg
Kathleen Long
Nancy DiGennaro - Matteo
James Mazza
Margaret E. McGee
Frank and Sharon Meleca Jr. 
Dolores L. Metzger
David and Mary Lou Miller
Lois M. Miller
Sr. Clare Francis Mogenhan, S.S.J.
Louis and Christine Montante
Sr. Jeanne Morreall, S.S.J.
Charles and Annette V. Moscato
Sr. Diane Muldoon, S.S.J.
Frank and Donna L. Murano
James F. Murphy
H. Tracy Nadler
James T. Nagel, Jr.
Roy and Helen O’Connell
Rev. John L. O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. James Oddo
Passero Associates
Sr. Marie Michelle Peartree, S.S.J.
Dorothy R. Pecoraro
Elisabeth and Michael Pinkney

Sr. Carole Proia, S.S.J.
Martin and Nancy Reinhardt
Thomas and Holliday Rohrbaugh
Neil Ruda
Mary Martha Ryan
Richard and Mary Ellen Schauseil
Cathie Schoenfelder
Bill and Carolyn Schoenweitz
Sr. Alicia Schur, S.S.J.
Jean A. Shafer
James Sheridan and Margaret Connors
Diane and Gary Shirley
William and Jean Skuse
Dr. Jean B. Slattery
Mary M. Smith
Sr. Elizabeth Snyder, S.S.J.
Martin and Joanne Sorge
Valerie Spencer
Clare Anne Stefanucci
Lonnie and Mary Stiff
Susan E. Storke
Annarose Sullivan
Colby A. Synesael
Marilyn C. Tedeschi
Teoronto Lodge 8 100F
Sandra Thomas-Godard
Tim’s Trim
Sr. Josepha Twomey, S.S.J.
Barbara Vallone
Carole V. Vito
Linda Waterstredt
Ann D. Weintraub
Lawrence and Elizabeth Weir
Sr. Monica Weis, S.S.J.
Dr. Jeffrey and Tracey Weissman
Pamela S. Wilkens White
John and Margaret Wilson
Jian and Nilei Yang
Robert and Signe Zale
Linda Zschoche
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Provider of Hope 
$100.00 a Month 
Club
Msgr. William H. Shannon always 
had a great love for teaching and 
learning. Hope Hall was very 
close to his heart, and it was his 
idea to start a $100 a Month Club 
and offer it to folks who would be 
willing to contribute $100 a month to Hope Hall on an 
annual basis. The club was aptly named the Provider 
of Hope $100 a Month Club. His goal was for 100 
people to give $100 per month for twelve months to raise 
$120,000 for Hope Hall.

Msgr. Shannon, who achieved iconic status as a 
professor, chaplain, theologian and author during his 
nearly 69-year priesthood, passed away at the age 
of 94 on Sunday, April 29, 2012, at the Sisters of St. 
Joseph Motherhouse in Pittsford after a lengthy illness. 
The Provider of Hope Club will always be a wonderful 
tribute to Msgr. Shannon’s love for learning. We cherish 
his vision and are deeply grateful to those who joined 
this club. We look forward to honoring Msgr. Shannon’s 
legacy by continuing to grow this club.

Our deep thanks go to our current Providers of Hope.

Sally Berry
Winifred Cantwell

Rev. William J. Cosgrove
Paul and Cathy Dugan

Dennis and Virginia Floss
Arlene Helget

Tom and Elizabeth Ingalls
Rev. Roy J. Kiggins

James and Junko Mills
Gary and Elaine Reed

Kathy Schuler

Please consider becoming a member of the Provider of 
Hope Club, or mention the Club to someone you know 

who may be interested in becoming a member.

Msgr. William H. Shannon
(Photo credit Mike Crupi)

Scholarship Donations
Anonymous

Patrick and Cheryl Azzerone
Kingsley and Laima Beck

Rita Berry
Sr. Clare Brown, S.S.J.

Charles and Dorothy Bruno
Budda Foundation of America
J. Roberto and Sonia Burgos

Sr. Mary Dorothy Burnett, S.S.J.
Anthony L. Ciaccia and Ann M. Costello

Sr. Kathy Clary, S.S.J.
Vernon and Mary Connors

Sarah Dodzweit
Betty Dolce

Sr. Diana Dolce, S.S.J.
Donald F. and Maxine B. Davison Foundation

B. A. Dutcher and Rev. Margaret A. Scott
Marguerite Dynski

Empty Nesters/Church of the Transfiguration
Farash Foundation
GMR Associates

Sr. Damian Goffredo, S.S.J.
Sr. Marian Johnson, S.S.J.
Sr. Lorraine Julien, S.S.J.

Sally and David Kirkpatrick
Robert** and Connie Klein
Sr. Margaret Kunder, S.S.J.

Josephine Lavilla
Sr. Mary Lynch, S.S.J.

Margaret D. Burns Trust
Sr. Anne Martin Morris, S.S.J.
Frank and Donna L. Murano

Douglas E. Parker III
Sr. Marie Michelle Peartree, S.S.J.

Dorothy R. Pecoraro
Rochester A. M. Rotary Club Inc.
Michael and Deborah Schauseil

Sr. Virginia Schmitz, S.S.J.
Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse Community

Sr. Mary Ann Sliwa, S.S.J.
Elizabeth Spearndio and Richard Arsenault

Mark and Joan Sperandio
Robert and Jacqueline Sperandio

St. John of Rochester, Inc.
Sr. Barbara Staropoli, S.S.J.
Stella Matutina Foundation

Mary Ann T. Swift
The William & Mildred Levine Family Foundation

Fr. Daniel Tormey
Sr. Kathleen Weider, S.S.J.
Sr. Judith Whalen, S.S.J.

YPC Media



The United Way Spring 
Campaign is Now 

Underway!
To make a donation online, please 

visit www.uwrochester.org and click 
on the “Donate Now” button on the 

home screen. 

When you get to the donation page, 
simply scroll down and click the “Add 
Organization” and enter Hope Hall’s 

code #2108!

Thank you to the donors who have already chosen 
to support Hope Hall. We have already raised 
almost $10,000.00 for this year’s campaign!
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