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A School of Our Own

I’m going to start this article by asking two questions. 
First, when was the last time you heard anyone use 
the word, “VIRTUE”? Think for a minute...here’s an 
even tougher question - when is the last time you 
heard anyone talking about the virtue of PRUDENCE? 

“Violence” and “conflict” have 
become part of our everyday 
vocabulary. “Prevention of 
violence” and “management of 
conflict” are issues that “experts 
in the field” are getting paid well 
to teach us. Their strategies 
are good and worthy of our 
pursuit, but there is a basic, 
fundamental, right-at-the-core-

of-our-heart way of living called virtue that seems to 
be missing - unused for so long it’s all but forgotten. 

If we define “habit” as a consistent wasy of acting, 
then “virtue” is a habit - a consistent way of 
acting that is good. Prudence is the virtue, or habit, 
of reflection. It means thinking before we act. 
Prudence is the virtue that causes us to look at our 
past experience, and then decide what to do. 

During the month of May, Prudence wil be the 
theme that permeates Hope Hall. All of us, in a very 
concerted way, will be helping the students to think 
about their choices and their actions. For example, 
typically if one child calls another child a name, the 
second child says something back that’s even worse, 
and the situation escalates. Very often the second 
child gets in trouble and the response is, “But I didn’t 
start it!” At that point the adult and the child are in 
an argument over who did what first, and the whole 
question of “Did your choice solve the problem or 
make it worse?”, gets lost.

During May, we will be helping our students to do the 
following:

1. Try to think before they act. This is not an easy 
thing for children who suffer from impulsivity.
2. Look at the choice they made.
3. Ask themselves: “Did this choice solve my 
problem or make it worse?”
4. Has this choice really worked for me?
5. What different choices can I make?

As we help the students to develop the habit of 
thinking in this way, we will be nurturing the virtue of 
prudence within them. Eventually this virtue of prudent 
reflection will become automatic, and different choices 
that are good will become automatic, and different 
choices that are good will become the norm for our 
students. 

Please join us at home in helping the children to 
go through this reflection process. When there 
is a conflict situation at home, go through the 
steps listed above, and help your child to think 
about choices. Reminding your children that every 
choice they make has a consequence and asking 
them the questions listed in “3”, “4”, and “5”, 
above may take some practice and a little “getting 
use to” because a typical reaction is just to get 
mad; but hollering and getting angry takes a lot 
out of our spirit and adds to our stress. Handling 
bad choices that your children make by going 
through this reflection process with them should 
help to calm many heated discussions. 

As you get more comfortable with the process, 
your children will respond well, and will even 
begin to do it on their own. This reflection process 
won’t turn our children in to angels and prevent 
ever bad choice, but it will help lessen the number 
of bad choices that get made, and reduce the 
anger that such choices evoke. 

Try doing these reflection steps yourself at work, or 
when you’re driving and when someone else does 
something to irritate you.

This month offers each of us many opportunuties to 
grow and change. None of us have to stay “stuck” 
in old, familiar ways of making choices or decisions. 
Perhaps as we help our children to develop these 
skills and this virtue, we may even find Prudence 
growing more in our own lives as well. 

May God bless each of you, bring success to all of 
your good efforts, and fill your hearts with peace. 
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Student of the Month
The Student of the Month for May is 9th Grader, Justus Mewborn, who truly 
meets all criteria for Student of the Month. Congratulations, Justus! Your 
leadership and service have made each of us very proud.

On March 28th, Mrs. Mott’s students of 6B and Mr. 
Droegmoeller and the students of 11A participated in 
one of the Read-A-Mania March activites.

In February the students and teachers celebrated 
decades of music by participating in various activ-
ites, including hallway decorating. For the month of 
March, the theme was the Oscars, which incorpo-
rated movies and their soundtracks. The students 
participated in watching a specific movie, reading 
scenes, and then turning a scene into a skit that 
would be performed in front of other classes. Mrs. 
Mott’s homeroom chose to study the Disney movie, 
Mulan. They took the soundtrack song “I’ll Make a Man Out of You”, and recreated that specific scene, with 
Mulan being portrayed by Anisah Nazario, Mushu, the bearded dragon, played by Anna Fox-Salah, and the 
army recruits played by Nick Torres, PJ Wright, and James Searight.

Mr. Droegmoeller’s homeroom took their skit one step further and decided to take multiple smaller scenes 
from the original Willy Wonka and act them out. They exemplified how to cut from one scene and dialogue 
to the next without breaking character, as well as being able to play multiple different characters. 

Junior TJ Ruberti starred as Mr. Willy Wonka, 
Keegan McKinney played Mike Teevee, April 
McPherson portrayed Violet Beauregarde, Mad-
eline Blake played Varuca Salt, John DeConinck 
portrayed Augustus Gloop, Tyler Gagner starred as 
Charlie Bucket, Luis Torres played both Mr. Jopeck 
and Grandpa Joe, Johnny Allen, Alaina Frank, and 
Marissa VanLieshout all played bystanders in the 
crowd, and Mr. Droegmoeller also took part in the 
skit and played various characters.

Thank you to both Mrs. Mott and Mr. Droegmoeller for taking time to help the 
students put these skits together! 

Students Peform Skits from Popular Movies
for Read-A-Mania

11A Homeroom (L:R) Alaina Frank, Marissa VanLieshout, TJ 
Ruberti, Luis Torres, Tyler Gagner, Kegan McKinney, John 

DeConinck, Madeline Blake, and April McPherson.

Mrs. Mott’s homeroom portraying the scene 
during the song “I’ll Make a Man Out of You” 

from the Disney movie, Mulan.

PJ Wright looking 
over his lines



Virginia Butler
Meet Hope Hall’s Board of Trustees

Virginia Butler

Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on the outstanding support that we receive 
from the community and our staff, but also on the Board of Trustees who have volunteered 
their time to help change the lives of our students. We would like to take time to not only thank 
these individuals, but to introduce them to our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this month is Mrs. Virginia Butler. Ginny is the 
Digital Studio Director for the Democrat & Chronicle. She serves on our Gala Committee, 
Advancement Committee, and as a resource for media and public relations. Back in Janu-
ary of 1995 when Virginia was a reporter for “R News”, she was the first reporter to ever do a 
story on Hope Hall. As a result of her story, many 
new students enrolled in our school. Virginia as 
been a vital member of our school community 
ever since. Virginia has served on our Board of 
Trustees since 2012. 

Thank you, Virginia, for your continued 
dedication and support for our school 

and community! Virginia (2nd from left) posing with the Gala 
committee at the 2016 Gala - Prom themed.

Sophomore Joshua Madden is dressed 
for success! He went around inquiring 
and applying for various positions that 

our vendors had available.

In an effort to support our students in their quest to attain summer jobs, the 
Career Development/Occupational Studies Program of Hope Hall developed 
and hosted a Summer Job Fair on Thursday, March 29th from 9am – 11am.  

Students ages 16 and older participated in this event. We had a select few 
vendors including Wegmans, Gates and Ogden Parks & Recreation Depart-
ments, and Mark’s Pizzeria. During the 2 hour event, students attained appli-
cations, filled them out with the assistance of teachers and then participated 
in round robin style interviews. This event was successful in securing students 
interviews which will hopefully lead to job attainment. 

Hope Hall Hosts Summer Job Fair
By Mrs. Jennifer Baker

College and Career Transitions Coordinator & Assistant Principal

Senior Christian DiFillippo ap-
plying with the Gates Recreation 

Department. After this career fair, 
Cristian got a call for a formal 

interview for a summer position!
Way to go Cristian!

Thank you to all of the organizations that took 
time to come out and participate in our 

Summer Job Fair!



          
Day of Champions Dinner

Rochester Press-Radio Club’s
June 18, 

2018

The Rochester Press-Radio Club’s 69th Annual Day of Champions 
Children’s Charities Dinner is set for Monday, June 18, 2018 at the 
Joseph A. Floreano Riverside Convention Center.

Since the Press-Radio Club’s inception in 1949, it has donated more 
than a million and a half dollars to Rochester children’s charities. Please 
consider supporting this event, because Hope Hall has received a grant 
from the Rochester Press-Radio Club every year since 1994. That year, the 
Press-Radio Club purchased the scoreboard which is in our gym. Grants have 
provided busses every year for field trips, portable shelving for our woodshop 
sales, healthy snacks and water for our homework club, and more. Grant 
money comes from proceeds of this event. 

Newly elected Baseball Hall of Famer Jim Thome will be the headliner, as 
he will receive the Coca-Cola Sports Personality of the Year Award, and will 
be joined at the head table by a variety of local honorees.

A veteran of 22 Major League Baseball seasons, Thome clubbed 612 home runs and drove in 1,699 runs. 
He played for six different teams and is most closely associated with the Cleveland Indians, with whom he 
spent his first 12 seasons.

Thome was known for his gregarious personality and wide-ranging philanthropy throughout his career, 
often donating money and time to charities in the city he was playing. He is a five-time All-Star, but says 
his most meaningful awards were the ones he received for his off-the-field work. Thome was voted into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility and will be officially inducted during ceremonies in 
Cooperstown on July 29th. 

“We are thrilled to have a community-minded Baseball Hall of Famer like Jim Thome headline our dinner,’’ 
said Press-Radio Club President Mike Kauffman. “Jim continues our club’s rich tradition of bringing the top 
names in sports to Rochester as we honor the people who make our community so special.”

Tickets for the dinner are $135.00, with a table of 10 available for a discounted price of $1,250.00. A limited 
number of private “Meet and Greet Thome” packages are available for $600.00. The package includes two 

dinner tickets, two 8x10 professional photographs with the head-
liner and an item autographed by Thome. A limited number of VIP 
reception tickets are being offered at $225.00 per person, which 
includes an opportunity to meet the headliner and receive a din-
ner ticket and a photograph signed by Thome.

To reserve tickets or packages, call 585-340-1460. Credit 
cards or money orders are accepted as payment. Seating is 
limited. For more information about the dinner or the club, 
visit www.pressradio.org.

Jim Thome - 3rd baseman - started 
his baseball career by playing with the 
Cleveland Indians from 1991-2002. He 

then played for them again in 2011.



 Save the Date for Hope Hall’s Annual 
Walk for Hope!

Hope Hall’s Annual Walk for Hope will be taking place on Thursday, May 24, 2018 at Hope 
Hall. Our students, faculty/staff, and board members will be starting to reach out to friends, 
family, and neighbors to sponsor so they are able to reach their individual goals of $100.00. For 
every $100.00 that a student reaches in sponsorships, they receive a “ticket” that can be re-
deemed for prizes at the end of the day. 

Since 85% of our students live at or below the poverty level, some of our students have a 
harder time achieving their $100.00 goal. Would you like to sponsor a student for as little as 
$5.00 or a group of students? If so, you can send in cash, a check with “Walk Student Sponsor-
ship” in the memo line, go online and make a donation via PayPal and denote that it’s for the 
walk, or contact our Development Office to take credit card payments! 

We are also in need of prizes for our students, faculty, and staff for ages 8 and up! 
Recommended donations include: department, grocery, or clothing store gift cards (i.e., 
Target, Five Below, Walmart, Best Buy, Abbott’s Frozen Custard, Wendy’s), movie tickets, 
amusement park or local museum passes, headphones, or sports related items. 

Thank You to the Following for Sponsoring our 2018 Walk for Hope!

$2,500.00 Presenting Sponsor
Anthony J. Piedimonte Produce Farming and Marketing, Inc.

$1,500.00 T-Shirt Sponsor
Spoleta Construction

$500.00 - Prize Sponsor
The Dolomite Group

$250.00 - Beverage Sponsor
Alliance Payroll Solutions

Additional Corporate Sponsorship: The Pitti Group Wealth Management 

We still have two sponsorship levels available: 

If you would like to be an Activity 
Sponsor or Contributing Sponsor, 

have any questions or would like to 
make a donation over the phone, 

please contact: 

Ms. Danielle Pierleoni
 Events Manager

585.426.5824 ext. 111
danielle.pierleoni@hopehall.org

Walk for Hope Sponsorship/Gift-In-Kind Commitment Form

Name________________________________________Business/Company Name_______________________________________

Mailing Address__________________________________________City________________ State______ Zip Code____________

Contact Person________________________________Phone (______)___________________ Email_______________________

Sponsorship Level:

If you are sponsoring a specific student, please list their first & last name here:__________________________________________

Gift-In-Kind Contribution Description____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ Total Value: $______________

Payment Method: 

Name on Card _________________________________ Card #_____________________________________________________

Expiration Date_____/_______ CVV #______________ Billing Address (skip if same as above) ____________________________

Authorized Signature____________________________________________________________Date_______/________/________

$150 $100 Other $________ In-Kind Donation

Cash Check (make payable to “Hope Hall”) Visa MasterCard Discover American Express



This month’s segment of our 2016-2017 Annual Report features General Donations, Linda’s 
Cupboard, Grants, Brick Campaign, and the newest inductees to our Circle of Hope Society. 

Listed below are all of the people who gave general donation gifts during the 2016-2017 year for no other reason than 
their belief in our students and care for our school. These gifts are not part of the Dolce Society, nor were they given 
for scholarships, our summer program, Linda’s Cupboard, or any other reason except for the belief on the part of each 
donor that every student, even the ones who learn differently, deserve an excellent education. 

Thank you so very much to each person listed here. Your steady, regular giving is having a tremendous impact on the 
lives of our students. 

2016-2017 Annual ReportSegment 
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William E. Alleman 
Rachelle Allen 
Richard F. Allen 
Amazon Smile 
Anonymous 
James and Maureen Ballerstein 
Donald and Marie Bates 
Rita Berry 
Grace Brandau 
Sr. Clare Brown, S.S.J.
Steven Buckley 
Joseph Byrnes 
Causewash LLC 
Church of The Epiphany 
Rosemary S. Coleman 
Alan Colletta 
Francis and Kathleen M. Come-
lla 
James Conroy 
David and Rebecca Corcimiglia 
Robert and Lynn Dandrea 
Viola DeMare 
Sarah Dodzweit 
Joe and Doreen Driscoll 
Thomas and Kathleen Eckler 
EScrip 
Richard and Mary Louise Fallon
Dennis and Virginia Floss 
Flower City Bottle and Can 
Return 
Germaine Froehlich 
Paul and Judy Gard 
Bruno and Mary Gugliotta 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 
Thomas and Carol Kelly 
Thomas and Judith Kipler 
Joan M. Kohl 
Michael Lechner 
John C. Marshall 
Sidney and Toni Marshall 

Mary Kay Masters 
Margaret Masucci 
Margaret McGowan 
Linda M. McGrain 
Merri-Lou McKeever
Aaron Mills
Robert and Donna Montgomery 
Marie Moonan 
Frank and Donna Murano 
Olga R. Muros 
Network for Good 
Sr. Benita Nicholas, S.S.J.
Richard J. Nojeim 
Raymer and Kay Ottman 
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals 
Daniel and Nancy Robbins 
George Rogers 
Kenneth and Janet Root 
Deborah and Michael Schauseil 
Wolf and Chojaste Schroeder 
Sr. Alicia Schur, S.S.J. 
John Scialpa 
Lindsey Seemayer 
Bob and Nora Shannon 
Katherine Sherry 
James Spampinato 
Clare Anne Stefanucci 
Gary R. Stevens 
The Kula Foundation 
Trec Environmental, Inc. 
John and Ruth Anne Trippe 
Union Congregational Church- 
United Church of Christ-NJ 
Univerity of Rochester Depart-
ment of Family Medicine 
Eugene and Frances Uttaro 
Shirley J. Wailgum 
Fr. Eugene Weis 
Robert Whiting 
Janet T. Williams

General Donations Brick 
Campaign
Bricks to be installed 

Spring of 2018

David and Gail Lyle 
- Joyce Northrup A Warrior 2017
- Arlene Indovina 1925-2017 Mangia!
- Henry Indovina A Proud Navy Veteran

Hope Hall Board of Trustees
- In Loving Memory of Leona Brooks
- In Loving Memory of Samuel Benitez

Hope Hall Community
- Happy Anniversary Tom and Maggie Nov. 13, 
2010
- In Loving Memory of Eleanor Heinlein
- In Loving Memory of Dr. Robert Klein
- In Loving Memory of Joseph Zanche
- Ettore Andy Ranalletta 8-27-37 6-5-17

The Path to Hope (outside) and 
Connections to Hope (inside) 
walkways are on-going projects. 

For information on purchasing a 
brick, please contact the 
Development Office at 

585.426.5824.
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Circle of Hope Society
Hope Hall would like to congratulate the newest 

inductees to our Circle of Hope Society. To be inducted, 
donors must cumulatively give $40,000.00 or more. 

Mr. Christopher Bailey
Mr. Anthony Ciaccia and Mrs. Ann Costello
Martin L. and Suzanne S. Suter Family Fund

Waldron Rise Foundation

ALSTOM Signaling Foundation
Asbury First United Methodist Church -- Egel Fund

B. Thomas Golisano Foundation
Birk Family Foundation

Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
Dollar General Corporation

ESL Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Farash Foundation

Florence M. Muller Foundation
Fred & Floy Willmott Foundation

Fred L. Emerson Foundation, Inc.
Greater Rochester Health Foundation

Hubertus and Helmi Behrla Endowment Fund
Italian Heritage Foundation of Rochester

Jim and Juli Boeheim Foundation
John F. Wegman Fund

Kiwanis Club of Brighton, Inc., Vance Fund
New York Power Authority

Rochester Guild for Special Children
Rochester Press-Radio Club, Children’s Charities 

Fund, Inc.

Linda’s Cupboard
Dena Alberti
Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home
Daniel and Maureen Angeline
Anonymous Donations 
Bill and Pam Atherton
Janet Bentley
Richard Bird
Otto and Ruth Bluntzer
Image Core Marriage Encounter - Pat Capellazzi
Tiffany and Craig Cappel
Complete Automotive Solutions, Inc.
Datrose
Gerald and Becky DelGudico
Rosemary DeVincentis
Emedio DiMaggio
Sr. Diana Dolce, S.S.J.
Fred and Cynthia Dolce
James and Rita Dolce
Stephen and Jacelyn Droegmoeller
John and Barbara Englert
John and Karen Finkle
Stephen and Julie Gambino
Sr. Ann Xavier Gantert, S.S.J.
Gates Chili Chamber of Commerce
Genetaska Club

Grants

Dick and Patty Glennon
George and Eleanor** Heinlein
Heritage Christian Services
Thomas and Kelly Holcombe
George E. Hulbert and Edith 
Pereira-Hulbert
Jackson Welding Supply Co.
Robert** and Elaine Jacobsen
Lenore Connie Kawka
David A. Lattuca
Larry and Carol LeBlanc
Dr. Vern Lindberg and Joan 
Gray Lindberg
William and Arlene Loeser
David and Gail Lyle
Macy's – The Mall at Greece 
Ridge
Macy's/Bloomingdale's
Suzanne M. Margerum
Dr. Kay F. Marshman, Ed.D.
Joseph A. and Bonnie Mazzeo
Lois B. Miller
Wayne and Susan Miller
Frank and Donna L. Murano
Phyllis Najder**

Patricia Olandese
Mary Ellen and John Peck
Jaime Piedimonte-Bennett
Alan and Christine Pittaway
Deborah and Michael Schauseil
Joseph and Mary A. Sczudlo
Crystal Snyder
Mary Sperr
Francis and Jo Anne Spinelli
SPX Foundation
St. Mark's Youth Ministry
Greg and Stoutenburg
Sr. Patricia Sullivan, S.S.J.
Sandra Thomas-Godard
Trinity Alliance Church
Bill and Karen Turner
USA Payroll Inc.
Wegmans Food and Pharmacy 
- Lyell Avenue
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
Nancy R. Werner
Ted and Donna Widera
John and Wilma Wood
Yee-Hung Zimmer

Sisters of St. Joseph Ministry Foundation, Inc.
St. John of Rochester

Stella Matutina Foundation
The Davenport-Hatch Foundation
The Sherwin-Williams Company

Turula Family Fund, Inc.
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

William G. McGowan Charitable Fund
Wilson Foundation



The United Way Spring 
Campaign is Now 

Underway!
To make a donation online, please 

visit www.uwrochester.org and click 
on the “Donate Now” button on the 

home screen. 

When you get to the donation page, 
simply scroll down and click the “Add 
Organization” and enter Hope Hall’s 

code #2108!

Thank you to the donors who have already chosen 
to support Hope Hall. You are helping our students 
reach their goals and achieve academic success!
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