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Much attention has been given to 
bullying across our nation. If you’ve 
been watching the news, then 
you know that bullying is something 
that currently is done by adults as 
well as young people. A law passed 
in 2014 called the Dignity for All 
Students Act (DASA) was designed 
to ensure that all schools and school 

districts would set in place policies for how to handle acts of 
bullying and aggression. 

All of this is fine, but also sad; sad because most of the 
attention is on the acts of aggression and the victims rather 
than on creating a culture of respect and non-violence within 
our schools. When DASA first came out I smiled because 
Hope Hall had for years been doing everything stated within 
that law, and more. Our school has a culture that is more 
than simply zero tolerance for violence. It is a culture that 
teaches values such as tolerance, acceptance, empathy, 
respect and hospitality with the same deliberateness and 
seriousness that it teaches math, reading, science and so 
forth. If you’ll pardon the comparison, it is our “common 
core curriculum” at the heart of all we do. We have large-
scale images of bullying in our minds—from kids punching 
other kids or shaking them down for lunch money, to school 
security guards bodyslamming students to the ground. But 
the more subtle forms of bullying, the more “under-the-
radar” forms of bullying that adults do to adults and teach 
children to do to children, often go unnoticed by everyone 
except those being hurt.

These acts of bullying have to do with rejection, leaving 
people out, doing or saying things to another person 
that makes that person feel that he/she doesn’t matter, is 

unwelcome, or doesn’t belong or fit in. 

These more subtle acts of bullying are learned and practiced 
by all of us, adults and children, every day. They don’t look as 
bad as the big physical acts of bullying, but they hurt just as 
much and have long-lasting effects.

Think for a minute of the individuals with whom you come 
in contact each day who are ignored, who are never invited 
to join others, who at best are excluded, and at worst, are 
gossiped about. These individuals may act as though it 
doesn’t bother them or it doesn’t hurt. That’s what people 
who are bullied try to do. But the hurt runs deep and the scars 
last.

One of the best ways to counter these subtle forms of 
bullying is to cultivate and truly embrace the value of 
tolerance, and the deeper value of acceptance. 

During the month of November, all of us at Hope Hall will 
be focused on the fact that God loves differences and that 
differences are good. Students will learn that tolerance 
means you don’t judge something or someone as being 
bad just because the person looks or acts in different 
ways from you or your friends. Tolerance means you allow 
someone to be, and you treat the person with respect, just 
because they are a person. If there is something different 
about the way they act or look, it doesn’t matter, but the 
person DOES matter. Tolerance requires that we all follow the 
“Golden Rule” and treat everyone the way we would want to 
be treated.

Once tolerance for difference is part of one’s life, we can 
move to the next step, which is acceptance. Acceptance 
goes even deeper. Acceptance means you take that 
person into your heart. You befriend the person and have 
a deep respect for the person. You like the person no 
matter what, and you let the person know that regardless 
of skin color, ethnic background, sexual orientation, 
physical challenges, idiosyncrasies caused by autism or 
other neurological challenges, IQ, financial status, tattoos, 
political party, or whatever else we note as a difference, 
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER, Continued
the person is created by God and deserves to be treated 
as a valued member of God’s family. 

Acceptance is not easy to come to, and so we have to start 
with small steps toward an awareness of tolerance. But 
acceptance is absolutely essential if we are to participate 
in nonviolence and be men and women who hold a higher 
standard than what society shows us. 

Our children will be immersed in that value every day at 
Hope Hall. We need everyone’s help to keep that immersion 
going when they are not at Hope Hall. We need everyone 
reading this Newsletter to do a “heart check” and 
notice how you respond to folks who look, act, or think 
differently from the way you do. If all of us can start with 
steps toward tolerance, moving to the deeper level of 
acceptance will follow, but it’s going to take time, and it’s 
going to take work. Hope is what makes quotes like the 

one from Daniel Berrigan become more than just words. 
Learning to respect people even if we don’t hold the same 
beliefs and values as they do, and then coming to accept 
them and take them into our hearts may seem impossible 
things to do. But if we all start making an effort to begin 
practicing at least tolerance in what we think, act, and do, 
then we will, in fact, move toward the improbable and create 
within ourselves, and our families, and our workplaces, what 
seems unlikely—a culture of acceptance in which violence 
has no place. Hope demands nothing less.

You are in my heart and in my prayers as we take this journey 
together. May God bless each of you. As we enter a season 
of holidays, may it be a time in which the best core values of 
who we are as individuals and who we are as a nation, come 
from the shadows and show themselves stronger and more 
vibrant than ever.

Ms. Mariya Gunda - Middle School ELA Teacher
Ms. Gunda started working at Hope Hall as a substitute teacher in Math, then left to complete her Master’s Degree and do 
her student teaching. She secured a long-term substitute position at Hope Hall a mere two weeks before the school had 
to close in March of 2020 because of the pandemic. When school restarted again this fall, she was thrilled to be offered a 
full-time position teaching ELA, which has always been her dream.
“I fell in love with Hope Hall immediately! I enjoy the freedom of pace and choice,” she said, pointing out that the students 
learn what students in other schools learn, but because they get a choice in how they learn, they are so much more 
engaged in it. 

“I love getting to know the kids through their imagination. They’re all so creative!”

Ms. Mara Nasiatka - 9th and 10th Grade Science Teacher
Ms. Nasiatka studied Geology and Adolescent Education at SUNY Oswego, always intending to follow in her father’s 
footsteps as a science teacher. When she moved to Rochester last summer, she was seeking someplace unique to teach.
“When I discovered Hope Hall, I loved the ideals, the community, and the vision statement for the kids!” she shared. “I 
have always found science to be fun, so I enjoy showing kids the fun side of science!”

Mr. Jeffrey P. Smith - College and Career Transition Teacher
Mr. Smith began his career teaching Social Studies near Buffalo. Following a 
subsequent move to North Carolina, he and his wife then relocated to Rochester be closer to her family. 
“I have been loving every minute of working here at Hope Hall, and I really enjoy working with the kids,” he 
said, explaining that he sees freshman twice a week, sophomores three times, and he sees the juniors and 
seniors on a daily basis.

Mr. Smith’s goal is to ensure that each student leaves Hope Hall with a clear career path—whether that be 
entering the work force, a trade school, or college—and a solid portfolio and complete resume. 
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New Additions to Hope Hall’s Faculty
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One-Day Holiday Woodworking Sale on December 11

Solve all your gifting challengeS with one-Stop Shopping
at hope hall’S holiday woodworking Sale!

Saturday, December 11 from 9 am to 3 pm
Beautifully handcrafted furniture, toys, decor and more!

Select additional vendors will also be present

Proceeds from this sale support Hope Hall’s 
woodworking program which provides students 

with diverse career skills for the work force.

Cash, check and credit cards are accepted.
The holiday sale will take place in the 

Hope Hall Gymnasium at 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester
Please enter through the main doors 

behind the school and head to the gymnasium.
Please note: Masks are required.

One-Day Holiday Woodworking Sale on December 11

If you enjoy working with your hands, please consider becoming a Volunteer in 
Hope Hall’s Woodworking Center! You’ll have the joy of creating beautiful pieces 
like those shown here, plus you’ll be supporting Hope Hall’s students in learning 

woodworking and career skills. Experience desired, but not required. 
For more information, contact Rick Hopp at (585) 455-3825.

November 2021 Newsletter DRAFT.indd   3November 2021 Newsletter DRAFT.indd   3 10/25/2021   11:57:14 AM10/25/2021   11:57:14 AM



On October 9, our annual fundraising gala was held as a hybrid event, with an intimate in-person gathering at Locust Hill 
Country Club, and others tuning in to our Youtube livestream. 
We thank all who participated in Toast for Hope Gala, whether through attendance, volunteering, bidding, or as a donor. 
Thanks to you, we netted over $104,000!  You are all heroes who help our students learn what they deserve to learn and 
become the leaders they deserve to be.
Our congratulations to Dr. Michael Mendoza, our esteemed and much-deserving recipient of the Robert W. August 
Inspiring Hope Award, for his role in helping keep Hope Hall’s students, staff and faculty safe during this pandemic.

Hope Heroes, A Gala to Remember

It is with heartfelt gratitude that we thank the following benefactors:

Jack McGowan visits Hope Hall 

Hope Heroes, A Gala to Remember

Thanks to Our Gala Sponsors
A Message from Our Hope Hero Sponsor

‘‘Not all Superheroes have capes and magical powers. Most 
superheroes are ordinary people like all of us.

“Heroes are made when teachers and administrators, faced 
with a pandemic...learn to do new skills, use new technology 

so that our children can continue to learn... so our children can 
enjoy the comfort of some continuity in their lives.“

 - Jack McGowan, Founder & CEO, Two Point Capital Management 
For his full welcome message, visit https://youtu.be/GzO00OLtN_w, 

and visit www.twopointcapital.com for more information about 
our “Hope Heroes” lead sponsor.

Hope Hero

Community Heroes
Frank & Donna Murano

Hometown Heroes
Bob & Amy August

Cooper/Haims Advisors
Sage Rutty & Co.

Everyday Heroes
Barry Culhane & Christine Licata

Bob & Donna Montgomery
Dorothy Pecoraro

Bob & Linda Wayland-Smith

Jack McGowan visits Hope Hall 

Dr. Mendoza accepts his award

Natalie Best of Picture the Best Photography

Emcee Dresden Engle of Dresden PR

Sr. Kathy Weider, Frank and Donna Murano, 
and  Gala Chair Marcia Smith, l. to r.
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Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall Classroom
When the Gala Committee chose the theme of Hope Heroes for the theme of its Gala this 
year, the subject of heroes and courage, it seemed an excellent idea to incorporate the 
concept into Hope Hall’s classrooms.

In each of the ELA classes, the teachers introduced the subject of heroes, encouraging the 
students to identify the characteristics heroes display, and discussing the similarities and 
differences between Superheroes and Everyday heroes, noting that the latter type of hero 
is usually a person one actually knows. In their discussions, the students chose words such 
as courageous, generous, giving, brave, thoughtful, helpful and kind to describe all types 
of heroes. 

They were then asked to identify Everyday Heroes in their 
own lives. Some mentioned family members and teachers, 
pastors and friends, even people who they didn’t know well, 
but who had helped them in some way or made a difference in their lives.

Each student had the opportunity to write a message of appreciation to one or more of his 
or her Everyday Heroes, noting why they felt that person was a hero. 

In art club, Mr. Ture asked some of his students to do drawings of heroes, knowing that, 
although the students he invited to participate had the skill, the project would likely be 
pushing the boundaries of their comfort level. 

The six students who participated in the project designed original pieces of artwork, 
displaying tremendous skill and attention to detail.

The works by Nevin Snyder and Samjana Gurung were 
turned into cards, set at each place setting, that added to 
the table decor of the Gala.

To watch a short video about this project, and discover 
who our students chose as their heroes, check out the 
newsreel entitled “Everyday Heroes of Hope Hall ‘s 
Classrooms” on Hope Hall’s home page.

Be sure to read “Our Students, Being Everyday Heroes” 
on page 6 to discover how our students courageously 
face their own challenges outside of school.

Everyday Heroes of Hope Hall’s Classrooms

Terrance Thomas - Grade 6

Konnor McDermott - Grade 12 

Nevin Snyder - Grade 12 Brennan Fleth - Grade 10 Samjana Gurung - Grade 12 

Daphne Clinton - Grade 10 
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Hope Hall Alumni Success Stories
It’s always a great day when former students of Hope Hall make appointments to come by and visit faculty and staff. 
Several weeks ago, two students who graduated in 2020 stopped in to say hello. The two played basketball together, 
becoming good friends, and they have since remained close.

Aaron Kendal
When Aaron graduated from Hope Hall, he got a job working at Home Depot.

When asked about Hope Hall, he enthusiastically shared, “Hope Hall has fantastic 
community! I made so many new friends and the teachers are phenomenal.”

One thing he wanted to share was that many kids worry about going out for sports, 
and he encourages them to participate, saying, “I learned so much about great 
sportmanship and leadership from playing sports at Hope Hall.” 

Ivory Lee
Following graduation, Ivory landed a position at Wegmans. He mentioned how 
much he really enjoys interacting with the customers while working as a cashier 
and Helping Hands Assistant at the store on Titus Avenue.

“I also like the fact that I get to learn new things all the time.” 

Hope Hall Alumni Success Stories

Our Students, Being Everyday Heroes
Mr. Schaller, our high school English teacher for grades 10, 11 and 12, asked his students to write about something 
couragious they have done. I was awestruck by their responses, and by what so many of our students are doing and 
going through that is out of our view, even while they are working so hard every day to overcome their own learning 
challenges. Here is a summary of what they wrote:

• A student helped their dad save a man from downing
• Multiple students help take care of physically or mentally disabled 

family members
• Several students have stood up to bullies (in the past) and some have 

been physically injured in doing so
• Many students have battled (or are currently battling) mental health 

problems, but are thriving or exceeding all expectations
• One student is attending school while battling cancer despite the fact 

that he regularly worries about dying
• Several students are overcoming social anxieties that have only gotten worse due to the pandemic
• Multiple students live in single parent households with several siblings that they help take care of
• Multiple students have lost parents in the last year but are continuing to stay strong and make their loved ones proud

It’s hard not to be inspired by these amazing young people. When there’s so much disturbing news that’s reported every 
day, I thought we’d share some great news. Thanks, Mr. Schaller, for giving your students this opportunity!
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Deck the Halls with...

Poinsettias!Poinsettias!

Hope Hall’s Holiday Poinsettia Sale
For the past 25 years, Hope Hall has sold poinsettia plants to help raise funds to meet our operational budget. This 
year, our budget is over $3 million dollars. Approximately one-third of this budget comes from tuition. The remainder 
comes from gifts, grants, and fundraising efforts, such as our holiday poinsettia sale.

This year, due to scarcity and rising costs as a result of the COVID pandemic, the cost of the poinsettias from the 
growers has increased. We are selling beautiful poinsettia plants in 6” foil pots for $12.00 each, as a fundraiser. These 
plants are very hearty, last a long time, and make wonderful gifts for the holiday season. We will also include the lovely 
folktale above on a postcard, perfect to include as a unique gift tag.

Please invite family, friends, colleagues, and employers to buy a plant, and please don’t forget to purchase some as a 
gift to yourself! Thank you in advance for your help in spreading the word and for your support of our students!

The Legend of the Poinsettia
Maria and Pablo lived in a tiny Mexican village. Their family had little money for gifts. As the community decorated the church with a beautiful manger scene to 
honor the birth of the Christ Child, Maria and Pablo knew everyone would bring gifts with which to surround the manger in celebration of Christmas. On Christmas 
Eve, as they walked to the church, they were sad they could afford no gift to place among the villagers’ gifts in the hay around the manger.
Suddently, an angel appeared, and gently instructed them to pick the weed-like plants that were growing by the road, and to place them at the manger as their 
gift. The two children gathered armfuls of the short, green plants, and when they turned around, the angel had disappeared.
They went to the church, and as they approached the manger, laying the “weeds” in the hay among the other gifts, the villagers were puzzled and began to 
laugh. Maria and Pablo became embarassed, but they continued to place the plants, remembering the words of the angel.
When the last plant was placed, those dull green leaves began to shimmer, blossoming into bright crimson-colored stars surrounding the manger. Soon the 
villagers’ laughter rang out as peals of joy to see what beautiful gifts of the heart the children had brought as presents, to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child in 
the manger.                                                                                                                                                                                     - Adapted from a traditional Mexican Folk Tale 

Hope Hall Poinsettia Sale Order Form
Money must accompany orders. Please return the order forms and 

cash or check to school by Friday, December 3, 2021.
On December 16-17 or 20-22, orders can be picked up at school between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM.

Total # of plants @ $12.00 each____________________________________  If you are ordering by mail, please return this
Name (donor or student)___________________________________________  form to: Hope Hall School
Amount Enclosed $ _________________________________________________  Attn: Hope Hall Holiday Poinsettia Sale
Grade_____________ (if applicable)     1612 Buffalo Road Rochester, NY 14614
Parent/Donor Signature______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Deck the Halls with...

Poinsettias!Poinsettias!
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A Thanksgiving Blessing
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1612 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Phone: (585) 426-0210
Fax: (585) 426-3319
www.hopehall.org

Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one

student at a time.
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On this Thanksgiving, and throughout your life, may you always  be blessed with...

• Friends who will celebrate you for who you are.
• Family  members who will love you unconditionally.
• An attitude of abundance, even when it’s not there in your life.
• Friends who will care enough to be constructively, lovingly honest.
• The courage to create freely, and generously, however you are inspired.
• A heart full of compassion, and the wisdom and strength to follow your heart.
• Much for which to be grateful, on Thanksgiving and every day throughout the year.

~ Carol White Llewellyn  
Marketing Manager

Hope Hall School
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