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“Things may happen around you,
and things may happen to you,

but the only things that really count
are the things that happen in you.”

~ Eric Butterworth, Spiritual Economics

I have really started to dread 
watching the news. Violence, 
of all types, and images of this 
violence, is having a profound 
impact on all of us, giving power 
and voice to our worst fears. It 
seems as though all around us, 
people of every nation on this 
Earth, are struggling to maintain a 
balance between compassion and 
self-preservation.Much, if not all 

of the violence, is out of our control, leaving us feeling 
powerless and fearful.

The one thing we can control is what happens in 
us; what do we become inside as a response to all of 
the other things that happen outside of us?

In our Newsletters, we have been talking about ways 
of thinking, acting and speaking which we are teaching 
the students of Hope Hall; ways of making changes 
in the inside of each of us that will help us to be less 
violent in our thoughts and actions and words.

This has not been an easy task because in 
so many ways, this way of thinking, acting and 
speaking non-violently, without judgments and 
name-calling, and blame is getting to be more and 
more “counter cultural.”

So, the students, teachers, staff and I will keep 
working on this notion of turning negative thinking into 
positive thinking, and while we do that, something 
different will definitely happen within us that will make 
a great difference not only in ourselves, but in our world.

This February we will once again work on 
“expanding our hearts.”

Expanding our hearts means making room for 
people other than our family and close friends. It means 
including people, in loving ways, whether we know them 
or not.

Expanding our hearts usually implies sacrifice. 
Sacrifice is a word that often conjures up images 

or feelings of pain, such as the sacrifices of our first                     
responders, or our young men and women in the 
military.

But sacrifice is something we’re all called to do if 
we’re human beings who care anything about anyone 
else. Sacrifice means doing something hard, going 
without something we want, putting ourselves 
second so that the needs of someone else can be 
met, or at least lessened, by our actions.

Sacrifice is something our children have not grown up 
with, for the most part, because our part of the world, 
our culture, has made it possible for everyone to have 
what they want almost right away. Until now.

Our present economic situation is forcing us to look 
at our lifestyle and begin to “make sacrifices.” All the 
technology that we’ve come to think we can’t live 
without is showing up as a bill each month that we have 
to pay.

I’m not saying this to make any type of judgment. I 
thoroughly enjoy having a cell phone, a car and...but I 
am saying this to raise some questions.
• What are we teaching our children about wants and 

needs?
• Is all this stuff that gives us immediate gratification 

really making us any more happy, or simply adding 
to our financial stress each month?

• Are we any more connected as people to each other 
because of all we have, or are we isolated more and 
more with our gadgets?

During this month, the students of Hope Hall, and all 
of us who are teachers and staff, will be learning about 
making sacrifices to help others. During February 
we will be raising funds to help fight Leukemia, 
Lymphoma, Hodgkin’s Disease and Myeloma.

Students in grades 2-12 will take part in our 12th 
Annual Pennies for Patients Project to help fight 
Leukemia. This is part of a national effort to help find 
a cure for this disease which kills so many, especially 
among children. Funds from this project will go 
toward research and toward direct help for children 
who have Leukemia, and their families, including 
those who are underinsured and can’t afford the 
expensive medications.

This project is very short. It begins on February 1 and 
ends on February 28, and we have one week off for the 
winter break.
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH
The Student of the Month 
for February is 8th Grader, 
Penny Tamang, who 
truly meets all criteria for 
Student of the Month. 
Congratulations, Penny! 
Your leadership and service 
makes each of us very proud.

Hope Hall’s 5th Graders Graduate from 
the D.A.R.E. Program

On Friday, January 20th, the fifth graders had their an-
nual D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) gradu-
ation. The focus of D.A.R.E. is to provide children with the 
information and skills they need to live drug and violence 
free lives. It also establishes positive relationships between 
students, law enforcement, teachers, parents, and other 
community leaders. 

This year, we again had the privilege of having Deputy 
Scott McKinney come and work with our fifth grade stu-
dents. He engaged the studens in 10 classroom lessons. 
D.A.R.E. lessons focus on providing accurate information 
about alcohol and drugs, teaching students decision-mak-
ing skills, showing them how to resist peer pressure, and 
giving them ideas for alternatives to drug use and violence. 
At the graduation, each student read aloud a five para-
graph essay in which they told everyone what they learned 
from this program. 

This year we have 17 wonderful fifth grade students 
divided into two homerooms. We are very grateful to Ms. 
Hinchey for taking the lead in organizing our program with 
Deputy McKinney, and to Mr. Gerritse for assisting her.

Congratulations to our fabulous fifth grade students, 
pictured below with their homeroom teacher. 

 Director’s Corner Continued

In order to participate in each event, students and 
teachers will have to purchase a special “I’m fighting 
Leukemia” ticket for $1.00. All money will go towards 
this project.

Some actions your children will be encouraged to do:
• Collect cans and bottles and bring them to school. 

The owners of Flower City Bottle and Can give 
Hope Hall .06 for each can and bottle instead of the 
usual .05.

• Shovel the snow for a neighbor and give some of 
what you earn to help fight the disease.

• Donate a part of your allowance, or for those of us 
who are adults, donate the price of one trip to Tim 
Horton’s, or Dunkin’ Donuts.

Through these events, and through acts of 
sacrifice, we will all expand our hearts. Great growth 
will happen in us, and all of this will have a positive 
impact on not just us, but our world.

Our students actively participate each year, and last 
year we rasied $3,832.20! Hope Hall was able to raise 
the 4th highest amount in the Western and Central 
New York chapter, even though our school is so small, 
and 87% of our students live at or below the poverty 
level. We hope to do the same or even better this year.

If you would like to help the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s mission, or even help us reach our goal of 
$4,000.00 this year, you can send in cash or make a 
check out to The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
with the attention to: Ms. Molly DeGraff, Pennies for 
Patients.

May God bless each of us in our efforts to expand our 
hearts.

From Left to Right:
Deputy McKinney, Alana 
Kennelly, Nicky Ni, Anna 
Fox-Salah, Noah Ben-
hamou, Rashaad Boler, 
Jasiere Wright, Anisah 
Nazario, Vincent Batista, 
and Ms. Hinchey.

From Left to Right:
Deputy McKinney, Jada 
Houser, Sam Brown, 
Darius Hamaski, Nelson 
Golden, Nick Torres, Aiden 
Marshall, James Searight, 
and Mr. Gerritse.

In addition to collecting change for their homeroom 
“banks,” students, faculty, and staff are having some 
fun.
• February 3 will be Football Dress Down Day to fight 

Leukemia. 
• February 10 will be Dress Down in Red Day to fight 

Leukemia.
• February 17 will Dress Down and Wear a Crazy 

Hat Day to fight Leukemia.



Meet Hope Hall’s Board of 
Trustees

Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on the 
outstanding support that we receive from the 
community and our staff, but also on the Board of 
Trustees who have volunteered their time to help 
change the lives of our students. We would like to take 
time to not only thank these individuals, but to intro-
duce them to our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this 
month is Mr. Robert August, Vice-Chairperson 
for our Board of Trustees. Bob is the retired Vice-
President of Monro Muffler and serves on our Fianace 
Committee, Development Committee, Governance 
Committee, and Executive Committee. Bob has been 
a member of our Board of Trustees since 2009. Bob 
was the recipient of the 2016 Linda Frances Foster 
Award, awarded for his ongoing and unending dedi-
cation to the school through his work on the Board as 
well as one of his numerous generous donations which 
provided air-conditioning for our gym. 

Thank you, Bob, for your continued dedication and 
support for our school and community!

 

Holiday and Mall Sale a Success!

Hope Hall hosted our annual Holiday Woodworking 
and Craft Sale on Saturday, December 3rd. We had 
approximately 14 vendors selling various products, as 
well as our own woodworking products. In six hours, we 
generated over $6,000.00, with almost $5,000.00 
going directly towards our woodworking program. 
These sales are crucial to our woodworking program 
because of the constant need to purchase supplies and 
replace equipment.

On December 16, 17, and 18th, our Woodworking 
program led by Mr. Rick Hopp and Ms. Anne DeMare 
set up in the Mall at Grece Ridge for our annual Hope 
Hall Mall Woodworking Sale. We had a wonderful 
turnout over the three days which helped to raise over 
$10,000.00! 

We would like to thank Rick, Anne, and all of our 
volunteers who spent countless hours preparing for 
the sale and for helping at the mall. Without your help, 
the Woodworking sale would not be possible! 

Our vendors selling their products at our Woodworking & Craft Sale 

Volunteers are busy setting up for the weekend sale at 
Greece Ridge Mall.



 Hope Hall Receives Generous 
Support from Area Groups & Individuals

Foundations:

The William and Mildred Levine 
Family Foundation:

$50,000.00

The Donald F. and Maxine B. Davison 
Foundation:
$50,000.00

Stella Matutina Foundation:
$25,000.00 

Italian Heritage Foundation of
Rochester:
$15,000.00

The Fred and Floy Willmott 
Foundation

$3,000.00 for three years

The Farash Foundation
$10,000.00 

Sr. Diana’s Social Entrepreneurship 
Award

Turula Family Fund, Inc.
$7,000.00 

  Thank you for helping us! 

Groups/Organizations:

Asbury First United Methodist 
Church - Egel Fund:

$2,000.00

Budda Foundation of America
$4,000.00

GMR Associates:
$9,000.00 

St. John of Rochester Church:
$2,000.00

Rochester A M Rotary Club, Inc.
$3,000.00

The Rochester Guild for Special 
Children:
$700.00

YPC Media
$5,500.00 for full tuition for a High 

School Student

Individuals:

Anonymous
Richard Arsenault and Elizabeth 

Sperandio
Sr. Clare Brown, S.S.J.

Charles and Dorothy Bruno
Margaret D. Burns Trust

Michael and Sheila Callahan
Anthony Ciaccia & Ann Costello

Frank and Carol Ciaccia
Sr. Kathy Clary, S.S.J.

Vernon and Mary Connors
Sarah Dodzweit

Betty Dolce
Sr. Diana Dolce, S.S.J.

B. Andrew Dutcher & Rev. Margaret 
Scott

Sr. Marguerite Dynski, S.S.J.
Empty Nesters

Sr. Damien Goffredo, S.S.J.
Sr. Lorraine Julien, S.S.J.

Sally Kirkpatrick
Robert and Connie Klein

Josephine Lavilla
Sr. Mary Lynch, S.S.J.

Pat McNamara
Frank and Donna Murano

Douglas Parker III
Sr. Marie Michelle Peartree, S.S.J.

Larry and Nancy Peckham
Dorothy R. Pecoraro

Michael Schauseil & Deb Piccirilli-
Schauseil

Sr. Virginia Schmitz, S.S.J.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester, Inc.

Robert and Jackie Sperandio
Mark and Joan Sperandio

Sr. Barbara Staropoli, S.S.J.
Mary Ann T. Swift

Sr. Judith Whalen, S.S.J.

For the past 22 years, business leaders and financial experts have told Sr. Diana that she is crazy to think that she can operate a 
school with a $10,000.00 deficit on each student attending the school. Sr. Diana knows that to charge any family at Hope Hall $15,500.00 
for tuition would be even more crazy because we would have a school with no students. 

22 years ago, Hope Hall took a leap of faith, and counted on individuals, groups, and foundations to recognize that Hope Hall should be 
a school for children who needed its specialized methods, not simply a school for children whose families could afford it. This month we 
would like to recognize and thank some of the local foundations, companies, groups, and individuals who have contributed to our Schol-
arship Program since September. This list does not include any gifts made to our violet fund for scholarships. Those gifts will be 
acknowledged in a different Newsletter. 

Our heartfelt thanks goes to each of the foundations, groups, and individuals below. Your belief in our children and their ability to learn 
and succeed is truly part of the miracle of Hope! 



We would like to thank all of our gracious donors who 
helped support a family in need this holiday season We 
had an overwhelming amount of support from a simple post 
on social media, and we were able to go above and beyond 
and give out gifts to not only our students, but also give gifts 
to entire families this year! It is always wonderful to see such 
support from individuals during what can be a stressful time 
of year. 
These individuals helped sponsor a family this holi-
day season:

Dena Alberti
Stephen and Elecia Almekinder

Mark and Carol Brandau
Robert and Anna Kurmis

Pat Olandese
Deb Piccirilli-Schauseil

Peter and Laurie Pincus
Bethany Scott

Michele Tideman
Lou and Nancy Ziembiec

 
We would also like to thank the Behrla Foundation 
for their grant to help purchase toys, and the following 
churches and groups:

Brooklea Country Club Members
Jackson Welding & Gas 

Products
St. Pius X

USA Payroll, Inc.
Wegmans Lyell Avenue

This month’s segment of our 2015-2016 Annual Report gives 
tribute and thanks to all of you who contributed to last year’s 
United Way Campaign by choosing to designate your gift to 
come to Hope Hall.
Hope Hall is not a United Way Agency, so we do not get auto-
matic funding from each United Way Campaign. We only get 
funding if a donor specifically chooses the donor designate 
option and directs the dontation to come to Hope Hall by 
marking our Donors Option number with is 2108.
Every dollar directed to Hope Hall through the Donor Option 
goes directly to help reduce the deficit between what our full 
program costs, and what our tuition is and covers.
Using the Donor Option to give though United Way insures that 
we can keep out tuition as affordable as possible for our fami-
lies. Each one listed here who chose Hope Hall to receive his/
her Unite Way contribution is playing a major role in helping our 
students learn academics, moral and ethical behavior, and how 
to have a good life as productive citizens in our community, our 
country, and our world.  
We are deeply grateful to each of you for your partnership in 
helping to provide Hope for our children. 

Doing Something Different

News from Career/College and 
Transition Coordinator 

 

A Special Thank You...

There’s a lot going on with transition planning this 
time of the year! On Thursday, January 18th, Mr. Matt 
Reynell a former Hope Hall parent, volunteered his 
time to work with Mrs. Baker and our families to help 
them complete the Free Application for Financial 
Aid (FAFSA) for college and trade schools. We appre-
ciate Mr. Reynell’s help!

 We have also begun a Career Exploration Series. 
We have had some great presentations from a variety 
of careers such as precision machining, nursing, 
manufacturing, customer service, and more! Our 
students really enjoyed the presentation by Micro In-
struments, so on Friday, January 20th we took a tour 
of their facility and learned about the apprenticeship 
program they offer. 

Next month, we will begin learning the RTS bus sys-
tem.  Our high school students will be taking the RTS 
bus from school to the transit center. At the transit cen-
ter, they will learn how to read the monitors to decide 
which bus they need to take to get to their destination. 
We will then take the buses to Marketplace Mall where 
we will practice our job readiness skills. We will be 
asking for, and applying for jobs before we take the 
RTS bus back to school. Learning to navigate public 
transportation is certainly a wonderful life skill to have! 

Below: Students listen 
attentively in the Conference 
Room to a presentation by 
Micro Insruments.

Below: Mr. Reynell 
helping one of our 
parents in our computer 
lab with their FAFSA 
application.



2015 - 2016 Annual Report Monthly Feature

United Way
Francis and Barbara Abel
Theresa M. Abel
Cesare Aiello
Laura Allen-Pannel
Leo and Marian Aman
Joseph and Theresa Ange
Anonymous United Way 
Jennifer Baker
Cristin Barnard
Christine Bates
Kristin Bates
Patrick and Lauren Bates
Michelle Bell
Joel and Kellie Berg
Richard and Carole Bialczak
Pamela Biracree
Thomas and Barbara Boehly
Michael and Susan Bovenzi
Ellen Brant
Barbara Buckingham
J. Roberto and Sonia Burgos
John L. Callaghan
James and Patty Capaldo
Joseph and Sara Cardillo
Joseph and Mary Carney
Sinclair Carrington
Ann Carroll-Lee
Joseph and Jean Carrozzi
Rosalie J. Cavallaro
Anthony and Jacqueline 
Cleggett
George and Jessica Clinton, 
Jr.
Mary Coffey
Lee and Angie Colavito
Shelly Collins
Charles and Carol Core
Anne Cormier
Marcus A. Cortellini
Cynthia Craner
Dr. Barry Culhane and Dr. 
Christine Licata
Richard and Carol Crossed
Catherine D’Amico
Sharla Davenport
Wayne and Jodi Davies
Louann Davies
Yawana Dearring
Brian and Beth DelGuidico
Anne E. DeMare
Viola DeMare
Eric and Ami DiGiulio
Diana N. Dolce
Sr. Diana Dolce, S.S.J.
Fred and Cynthia Dolce
Katherine Dorey

Theophus and Olivia Dorsey
Harold and Doreen Driscoll
Stephen and Jacelyn 
Droegmoeller
Meno Droegmoeller and 
Nancy Droegmoeller
Nicholas Droegmoeller
James and Barbara Egan
Robert and Jackie Estephan
Dennis and Virginia Floss
Jeffrey Freeman
Charles and Penny Gardner
Cynthia Gary
Hubert and Mary Gause
Joseph and Rose Ann 
Giallombardo
Claire Golden
Luis and Awilda Gonzalez
Gayle Gottschalk
Geena Gottschalk
Glen and Peggy Gottschalk
Phyllis T. Graham
James and Shane Grant
Paul E. Grugnale
Joan H. Hacker
Jacob Spector and Nicole 
Hall-Spector
James and Mary Hardy 
Rosalia M. Hart
Raymond and Nanette 
Hauss
Elizabeth L. Hawkes
Michael and Tamula 
Heintzelman
Gary and Patricia Hettrich
Edward and Susan Holden
Richard Hopp and Irene 
Finkelstein-Hopp
Lorraine Howard
Thomas and Ann Hynes
David and Tina Inzana
Tracie S. Jackson
William J. Jackson, Jr.
Phyllis M. Kalpin
Richard and Marcia Kaplan
Robert and Jane Kelly
Bruce and Celeste Kier
Andrew Bellavia and Yoshiko 
Kon
Sr. Alice M. Kurtz, S.S.J.
Jeffrey LaBarge
Danielle Lauster
David and Robin Leckinger
Janet C. Lee
Teresa L. Lewandowski
James and Lynne LoPresti
Luis and Elaine Lozano
Fredericka A. Macek
Richard and Kathy Magere

Beverly A. Magliocc
Kelly Mahler
Peter and Mary Mahler
Gail E. Mann
David Maul
Scott and Julie McNair
Daniel and Lisa Mezzoprete
Michelle Miley
Wayne and Susan Miller
Mary E. Monteverde
Terrence and Kristina Moss
Stephen and Julie Mullen
J.R. and M.E. Myers
James Nagel, Jr.
Ann Oberrecht
Kabutey and Kabuki 
Ocansey
Rosemary Oesterly
Michael and Annie O’Reilly
Gary and Frances Passero
Mark Passero
Timothy and Connie Pearce
Dorothy R. Pecoraro
Adanelys Pedraza
Maria A. Pereira
Margaret D. Perrotta
Thomas and Nikki 
Pogorzelski
Letha Przyklek
Vicki Rapp
Richard and Cathy Rivera
David and Michelle 
Robinson
Michael and Carolyn Roorda
William and Sylvia Rudnicki
Joseph and Laurie 
Sampognaro
Donald E. Scheg
Andrea M. Slater-Fien
Richard and Linda Sloane
Maurice and Valerie Snipe
Dirk Snyder
Steven and Barbara Spector
Phillip and Cheryl Sperandio
Michael and Ann Marie 
Spillan
Liliana Spinello
Sue Ellen Stacey
Ronald and LaTanya Stamps
Claire Stefanucci
John and Sue Stich
Jean Sweet
Margaret Swift and Laura 
Bennett
Carl A. Talbot
Naimi Thompson
Louis and Donna 
Tramontozzi
Eric and Gretchen Traugott

Joseph and Debra 
Tronolone, Jr.
Paul Tronolone
Rebecca Tyler
Alberto and Maria Uy
Adam and Wendy Van Ark
James and Laurie 
VanBrederode
Marie Viavattine
Justin and Louise Vigdor
Eleanor A. Volpe
George and Robbin Walton
Jordan Warney
Alice Weiland
Christine Weiland
Daniel and Faith Weldon
Laura Whitbeck
Janis White
Nancy Wildziunas
Margaret A. Wiley
Melanie Williams
Carl and Roseann 
Wisniewski
Duke Wolanski
James and Kelly Wolford
Sheila Wood
Kevin and Anne Woodruff
Norman and Charlotte 
Wright
Ruth Yang
James and Katherine Zehr
Harold Zink

These gifts were a 
tremendous support 
to our operating 
budget and help to 
make it possible for 
us to keep our tuition 
down!

www.hopehall.org                          



   

Operation Warm Coat Success!
 

Experience Italy Event

Experience Italy
 

Saturday, April 29, 2017
6pm - 10pm

Italian American Sports Club
1250 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624

Delicious Italian Cuisine to include Appetizers, Main 
Course, Dessert and Accompaniments, Wine with 

Dinner, Italian Music, Raffles, and a Cash Bar.

We would again like to express our sincere thanks to the 
Gates Fire Department for their support of our school by 
providing warm jackets to every child who was in need. Their 
dedication and hard work not only provided winter coats for 
those who may not otherwise have them, but also showed 
our students that the Firefighters and leadership in the Gates 
Fire Department is so thoughtful and cares so deeply for 
our school. This care for each and every one of our children 
shows them that they matter, and for that we humbly applaud 
you.

“With the poverty level at Hope Hall reaching 87%, there 
is tremendous need in all aspects of the lives of most of 
the school’s children,” stated Jason Harris of Local 3792. 
“By the nature of our service to the community, we’re able 
to see first-hand the harsh effects poverty has on children.” 
Through this unprecedented partnership, firefighters are 
distributing coats made and sourced 100% in the USA, 
helping Americans get back to work, and out of poverty.

We are deeply grateful to Jason Harris and Jason Sully 
for their leadership with this project which gave coats to 90 
children, and we are deeply grateful to the Gates Fire Dept. 
for the care they give to every citizen of Gates, including our 
Hope Hall community.                            

As we prepare for our annual Experience Italy 
event hosted by the Italian American Sport Club 
(IASC), Hope Hall would like to acknowledge the 
contributions of this fantastic organization. This 
wonderful organization obtains and prepares a 7 
course dinner, sets the tables, serves the food, and 
furnishes the delicious dessert all at no cost to Hope 
Hall. The DJ who supplies the music also donates 
his service. All of this is done so that every dollar 
of each ticket purchased goes directly to fund our 
educational program. 

In addition to all of this, members of the IASC 
hosts a wonderful week of soccer camp including a 
full lunch each day, for every student attending our 
Summer Program and their teachers. 

We can never thank the members of the Ital-
ian American Sport Club enough for their                                                                                                   
great generosity and kindness to our children  
and our school.

More information on how to 
purchase tickets will be included in 

the March Newsletter. Please contact 
Ms. Danielle Pierleoni, Development 
Associate of Events & Social Media, 
at danielle.pierleoni@hopehall.org or 

(585) 426-5824 Ext.111 with 
any questions.

SAVE THE DATE:
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Hope Hall’s Child Nutrition and 
Wellness Program Meetings are held 
on a bi-monthly basis in the conference 
room. Below are the dates for the spring 

meetings through the end of the 
2016-2017 school year:

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 
2:15 p.m.

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 
2:15 p.m.

 Save the Dates!


