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This month at Hope Hall we will be teaching the 
meaning of the word, “gratitude”, and helping our 
students develop a habit of listing at night at least 
five things for which they are grateful. Gratitude 
picks up on our theme of optimism and helping our 
students (and ourselves) notice the good that is 
occurring in our lives. 

I decided to share on a very personal level with 
each of you, the very deep gratitude my heart holds 

at this point in my life. The 
numbers 50, 48, and 23 are key 
in this state of deep gratitude in 
which I find myself.

Fifty years ago on June 
17th, I received the habit 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Rochester. I entered this 
community of courageous 
women the preceding 

September at the age of 18. The group of us who 
entered together spent 10 months, from September 
to June, learning a little about what it meant to be 
a Sister of St. Joseph, and attending classes at 
Nazareth College. These 10 months were sort of a 
“checking things out” time both for us, and for the 
Sisters of St. Joseph who would be receiving us. 
Although 18 year olds in 1966 were very different 
from 18 year olds today, there were, and are some 
folks who wonder how an 18 year old can come to a 
decision to give her life completely to loving God and 
serving God’s people. 

For me, the decision was more like accepting 
an invitation from God that occurred much earlier. 
I remember being in the third grade and leaving 
Church one Friday morning (I went to Catholic 
School and we all went to Mass on the first Friday of 
each month back in the 1950’s and early 1960’s). I 
had a very real sense as I walked from the Church 
to our school next door, that God wanted me to 
be a Sister of St. Joseph. I was happy because in 
Kindergarten I knew that I wanted to be a teacher, 
and since all of the Sisters of St. Joseph that I knew 
were teachers, I thought that God had a great idea.

Let me tell you a bit about the Sisters of St. 
Joseph. We were started in 1650 in the town of 
LePuy, France. At that time, any woman who wanted 
to dedicate her life to God went into a monastery 

and became a cloistered Nun. This meant that they 
lived together as a Community, did work to sustain 
themselves, and spent the majority of the day in 
prayer, having little or no connection to the “outside 
world”. 

Six women in LePuy did not want to be cloistered 
Nuns. They wanted to dedicate their lives to God and 
to the service of God’s people. They wanted to live in 
Community, spend time in prayer, but spend the bulk 
of their time spreading God’s love through service. 
Their desire was to unite neighbor to neighbor and 
neighbor to God by serving all without distinction. 
Their plan was to quarter the city, find the unmet 
needs, and dare to do everything a woman was 
capable of doing to meet those unmet needs. 

With the help of a Jesuit priest, Father Jean-Pierre 
Medaille (because in those days women couldn’t do 
things on their own), they received permission from the 
Bishop of LePuy, Bishop Henri DeMaupus, to become 
a religious Congregation. They chose St. Joseph, 
the one who dedicated his life to the care of Jesus 
and Mary, to be their guide and inspiration and called 
themselves Sisters of St. Joseph. They lived together 
in a religious house called a convent, but they were not 
“Nuns” because they were not cloistered. They were 
the first group of women to dedicate their lives to 
God by working among the people.

Because in 1650 France, a woman could not go 
out on the streets unaccompanied by a man unless 
she was a widow, the Sisters adopted the ordinary 
dress of widows so that they could blend in and work 
freely among the poor and the sick. This became their 
“habit”.

It wasn’t long before many more houses (convents) 
of Sisters of St. Joseph grew from that first house in 
LePuy, all following the same rules, all carrying out the 
same vision and mission. The Sisters gave housing 
and shelter to young women who had no homes or 
places to stay; they took care of orphans; they cared 
for the sick; they taught, and they very literally looked 
at unmet needs and did whatever was needed to meet 
those needs.

During the French Revolution, five of our Sisters 
were put to death by the guillotine for refusing to take 
the oath of fidelity to the French National Church, and 
for giving help and refuge to priests who were about 
to be imprisoned and killed. Although all of our Sisters 



Director’s Corner Continued
There is so much more about the Sisters of St. Joseph that I 
could write about, but I want to get back to my numbers--50, 
48 and 23.

Fifty years ago I became a Sister of St. Joseph. Forty-
eight years ago, as soon as I finished my training as a 
novice, I was sent out to teach 4th grade. This was a dream 
come true for me because I had wanted to be a teacher 
since I was 5 years old. I had not yet finished college, but a 
4th grade teacher was needed at Nazareth Hall, and it was 
thought that since I was the oldest of eight children in my 
family, I could probably handle teaching 4th grade.

I loved every single one of those little boys (Nazareth Hall 
was an all boys school at that time) but I was drawn most 
to the ones who were struggling to keep up, struggling with 
learning, and needed the very best of me. 

While taking my college courses in the evenings and on 
Saturdays, I began taking a special interest in the works of 
Jean Piaget and Benjamin Bloom, both of whom focused 
their theories on how learning occurs and not on how to 
teach. Believe it or not, learning and teaching are two very 
different things. While their practices were developed for 
students with average to above average ability, I began 
“tweaking” and altering them to work with students who 
learned at a slower rate and had “lower than average” test 
scores. 

The strategies I developed were having great success and 
I began teaching other teachers how to use them, setting up 
a special program at Nazareth Academy high school and in 
grades 4-8 at St. Ambrose elementary school.

It became more and more apparent that there were hun-
dreds of children whose ability was measured as “low” on 
standardized tests primarily because they learn differently. 
When given enough time and the right learning environ-
ment, they could learn as much and as well as everyone 
else. Their learning differences kept them “on the margins”. 
Left out of success in classrooms, they were the kids no one 
wanted on their teams, no one invited to birthday parties, 
and no one wanted as friends.

This unmet need weighed heavily on my heart, and here’s 
where the number 23 comes in. I went to the Leadership 
Team of the Sisters of St. Joseph and presented the needs 
of these children to them. My hope was that we would 
expand this program in one of the schools we were already 
operating. What happened instead changed my life forever. 

Our Leadership told me that if I could figure out a way 
to start a school for these children, they were going to let 
me do it. That is not what I expected or was even prepared 
for. All I ever wanted to do was teach. I didn’t even have a 
degree in Administration--I was a teacher!

But God’s grace is always there when God has a plan. 
Hope Hall was born 23 years ago, and everything I know 
about real faith and total reliance on God, I’ve learned over 
the last 23 years.

Most of you who are reading this article are people who, 
over the last 23 years, have contributed money, time, or 
talent to help make Hope Hall a reality. You are the ones 
whom God used to carry me through dark days of financial 
stress, and you are the ones who gave life to the miracle.

had to go into hiding, after the Revolution they came to-
gether again, and more than 200 houses of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph were started. 

In 1836, an American Bishop, Bishop Joseph Rosati of 
St. Louis, wrote to the head of the Sisters in France, asking 
if some of the Sisters would be willing to come to help in 
the rugged western frontier of the United States. Six Sisters 
volunteered to leave everything they knew and loved be-
hind and take the seven-week journey across the Atlantic. 
They landed in New Orleans, traveled up the Mississippi 
River, and set up their first American “convent” in a log 
cabin.

Realizing the value and importance of education, they 
began opening schools for children, and serving the deaf 
community, because that was an unmet need.

In 1854, Bishop Timon of Buffalo, N.Y. asked the Sisters 
of St. Joseph to come and serve in Western New York, 
which included all of Rochester (there was no Diocese of 
Rochester at that time), and everything almost to Syracuse. 
The Sisters who volunteered to answer this call traveled 
by land in December, which was a very trecherous journey. 
They wore conventional dress of women instead of their 
French widow habit because they were going to be passing 
through territory between St. Louis and New York where 
significant anti-Catholic feelings could become violent. 

Their first convent was on Saltonstall Street in Canandai-
gua. From that place, this tiny group of women opened an 
orphanage, a health clinic for the poor, and three schools (a 
boarding school, a school for girls, and a school for boys). 
In their “spare” time, they visited and cared for the sick and 
disabled in their homes. They were way ahead of their time 
in terms of health care!

The Diocese of Rochester was created in 1868, and 
some of the Sisters chose to remain in the Buffalo Diocese, 
continuing their work there. They became the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Buffalo. Others remained in the new Rochester 
Diocese and became the Sisters of St. Joseph of Roches-
ter. 

The story of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester from 
1868 to the present is rich with examples of courageous 
women of faith who continued to dare to do everything a 
woman is capable of doing to meet unmet needs and serve 
all of God’s people, without distinction. Some of us went 
to help the people in Selma, Alabama before and during 
the Civil Rights Movement. Being white women caring for 
blacks in Selma earned us the honor of enraging the Ku 
Klux Klan and having a cross burned on the front lawn 
of our convent. Instead of scaring our Sisters off, it made 
us more determined than ever to teach black children in 
schools, work with black men and women to help them out 
of poverty, and care for black men, women, and children in 
Good Samaritan Hospital--the only hospital that would care 
for blacks. In fact, it was our Sisters who cared for all of 
the black people who were badly beaten and trampled by 
police horses as they peacefully marched across the bridge 
into Selma seeking civil rights, especially the right to vote. 
One of those marchers who was badly wounded and cared 
for by our Sisters is now Congressman John Lewis. 



Meet Hope Hall’s Board of 
Trustees

Here at Hope Hall, we pride ourselves not only on the 
outstanding support that we receive from the 
community and our staff, but also on the Board of Trust-
ees who have volunteered their time to help change the 
lives of our students. We would like to take time to not 
only thank these individuals, but to introduce them to 
our community!

The Board member we would like to highlight this month 
is, Linda McGrain, member of our Board of Trust-
ees. Linda currently serves on our Gala Committee. 
Her two daughters were Sister Diana’s students before 
Hope Hall started, and Linda recognized the need for a 
school that would help more students. She was on the 
original Steering Committee, that Sister Diana created 
in 1992 to help create Hope Hall. Linda has served on 
our Board of Trustees since June of 1994, when the 
Board was first created. Linda served as Secretary to 
the Board for 15 years. She is currently working as a 
financial analyst.

Thank you, Linda, for your continued dedication 
and support for our school and community!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

The Student of the 
Month for June is 3rd 
Grader, Chris Brown, 
who truly meets all 
criteria for Student of 
the Month. 

Director’s Corner Continued 
The teachers and staff who currently work at Hope Hall 

are the finest, highly skilled and most dedicated men and 
women I have ever worked with over these 48 years. 

The men and women who have been, and are now our 
Board of Trustees, have completely embraced the children 
of Hope Hall, and know that miracles occur with total faith 
and a lot of hard work. 

The parents who bring their children to our school, filled 
with confidence that their child can learn, and clinging to 
hope that this school will make a difference, show me every 
day what it means to trust God, to love, and to serve all 
without distinction.

So, as I celebrate these 50 years of life as a Sister of 
St. Joseph, I thank you for the part you have played, 
and continue to play, in giving life to Hope Hall and 
helping me to carry on the mission which God has 
been getting me ready for since I was a little girl.

You, dear family, friends, parents, benefactors, col-
leagues, have made every one of these 50, 48, and 23 
years wonderfully blessed for me because you have 
been my companions as I have learned what faith really 
means, as I have grown more and more in love with 
God, and as together we have participated in the won-
derful miracle that is Hope Hall.

Thank you, one and all, from the bottom of my heart.

At Hope Hall 
Gala 2016

Congratulations, Chris! Your 
leadership and service makes 

each of us very proud.



This is the final installment of the 2015-2016 
Annual Report. Listed below are all of the 
people who gave gifts during the 2015-2016 
year for no other reason than their belief in 
our students and care for our school. These 
gifts are not part of the Dolce Society, nor 
were they given for scholarships, our sum-
mer program, Linda’s Cupboard, or any 
other reason except for the belief on the 
part of each donor that every student, even 
the ones who learn differently, deserve an 
excellent education. 

Thank you so very much to each person 
listed here. Your steady, regular giving is 
having a tremendous impact on the lives of 
our students. 

Doing Something Different
Hope Hall Seniors Receive

Scholarships for Academic Excellence

Hope Hall’s Prom - May 19, 2017

We are very proud to announce that two of our 2017 Graduates 
have received the “Scholarship for Academic Excellence” 
from the New York State Board of Regents based on their over-
all GPA, class rank, and outstanding academic achievement. 
Mr. Alexander O’Connor has been awarded a $1,500 schol-

arship that he can use toward an undergraduate program in 
New York State, toward a registered private business school, or 
toward a health/medical technology degree that is State ap-
proved. 
Mr. Andrew Civiletti is the $500 recipient of the “Scholar-

ship for Academic Excellence” that he can also use towards 
a New York State approved undergraduate program, registered 
business school, or an approved health/medical degree. 
We are very proud of Alexander and Andrew for their hard 

work, persistence, and dedication to their own academic 
success.  

Alexander 
O’Connor

Andrew
Civiletti

Our High School Prom was held on Friday, May 19th at the Italian American Sports Club. 
The prom is a very special event for all of our high school students, and each year the prom 
gets better than the year before, even though we all think “Next year’s prom will never beat 
this one!”
The theme of our 2017 prom was “Under the Sea”. The decorations were all made by our 

very talented and creative math teacher, Mrs. VanArk, and included everything from fish and 
bubbles to a gorgeous coral reef.
Mrs. VanArk, Mrs. Robinson, and Mr. Zehr were the three teachers who guided and led 

the prom preparations, which included making all of the arrangements with the Italian Ameri-
can Sports Club, arranging for the DJ, and purchasing all the materials. They even made 
sure that our girls got to visit the “Fairy Godmothers” for their gorgeous prom dresses.
Every teacher in the high school helped to decorate for the prom, and high school principal, 
Ms. Hall, served as “substitute teacher” so they could do the decorating.
The IASC provided delicious food, the waitresses volunteered their time to serve our stu-

dents, and even joined in on some of the dancing. The DJ was fabulous, and each of these 
people made a point of saying how polite, respectful, kind-to-each-other, and well-behaved 
our students were. 
It was wonderful to see an entire high school of students having a great time and knowing 

that there was no drinking, drugs, inappropriate dress or touching; just good wholesome fun and a great appreciation of each other. 
We are very grateful to all who made this prom such a wonderful memory for our students.
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Mark Ramsdell
Meredith Reiniger
Craig and Donna Robinson
Kenneth and Janet Root
Sr. Virginia Schmitz, S.S.J.
Wolf and Chojaste Schroeder
Sr. Alicia Schur, S.S.J.
John Scialpa**
Mary Jane Shults
Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse Com-
munity
James Spampinato
Jo Anne Spinelli
St. Charles Borromeo Church
St. John the Evangelist Church – Spencer-
port
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church of Penfield
St. Pauly Textile, Inc.
J. Robert and Mary Beth Stalter
Gary R. Stevens
Susan E. Storke
Dorothy Sue Sugrue
Sunnking, Inc.
Target
The Kula Foundation
Marilyn Twomey
Eric and Cynthia Tyler
Michael Underwood and Heather Charlton
Union Congregational Church- United 
Church of Christ-NJ
Paul and Virginia Van Der Meid
Sr. Concepta Vay, S.S.J.
Fr. Otto Vogt**
Jeffrey and Kelly Waterstredt
Sr. Kathy Weider, S.S.J.
Sr. Judith Whalen, S.S.J.
Eva Williams

General 
Donations 
Cumulatively 
Under $1,000
Michael Antonacci
Arc Thrift Stores
Joseph and Kelly Ardieta
Mark Assini - Gates Town 
Supervisor
Tracy Bergeron
Rita Berry
Richard C. Bird
Otto and Ruth Bluntzer, Jr.
Mark Bohen and Jill Willen
David and Amy Bowen
Box Tops for Education
Valerie L. Bubb
Jeff Camardello
Cardinal Mooney Golf 
League
Sr. Kathy Clary, S.S.J.
Sr. Mary Clouser, S.S.J.
Christine S. Cooke
Sr. Alice Cooney, S.S.J.
Charles and Barbara Core
Maureen T. Corral
Kristina M. Cronin
Robert and Lynn Dandrea
Mark Dieterich and Karen 
Griffith-Dieterich
Joel and Katherine DiMarco
Richard and Allison DiMarco
Sarah Dodzweit
Robert and Bonnie Dunn
Beverly Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald M. 
Dworsky
Celeste Dynski-Trumble
Ebates
Joan L. Feinbloom
Rosemary Ferante
Kevin and Jo Ann Finn, Sr.
Flower City Bottle and Can 
Return
Hugh Forbes
Elizabeth Gard

Donna J. Gibalski**
Sr. Damian Goffredo, S.S.J.
Myra T. Herlihy
Craig and Ann Marie Houck
Thomas P. Ingalls
Insero & Company, CPAs, 
P.C.
Jennifer Jones
Stephen and Cheryl Jones
Maria D. Justice
Kairos Community
Sharon M. Kehoe
Eric Keihl
Robert** and Denise Kend-
ricks
Sally Kirkpatrick
Elizabeth A. Kislinger
Joan M. Kohl
Thomas and Mary Ann Law-
son
Sherman F. Levey
Anthony** and Carole Lipani
Ella Looney
Marisa A. Looney
Scott McDermott
Margaret E. McGee
Sr. Anne Michelle McGill, 
S.S.J.
Sam Campanaro and Yolan-
da N. Mendola
Lois B. Miller
Olga R. Muros
Sebastian and Diane Nar-
decchia
Albert Nocciolino
Kim Marie O’Connor
Rev. John L. O’Connor
Dr. Richard T. Ognibene and 
Dr. Elaine S. Ognibene
Sr. Marie Michelle Peartree, 
S.S.J.
Anthony and Mary Anne 
Pietrzykowski
Charles and Janice Plummer 
III
Richard and Noreen Popiv-
chak
Sr. Marilyn Pray, S.S.J.
Thomas A. Rall



RTS Bus Trips
Mrs. Jennifer Baker - College/Career Transitions Coordinator

Experience Italy Recap
Hope Hall’s Experience Italy event took place on Saturday 
April 29, 2017 at the Italian American Sports Club. We 
over-filled our capacity for reservations to the dinner, and 
raised $12,451.00!

We are very grateful to the members and volunteers 
from the Italian American Sports Club who hosted the 
event, cooked all day, and served a most delicious 
meal. They also took on all of the costs of this event so 
that all of the proceeds could come to Hope Hall. This 
yearly event is only possible because of the kindness 
and generosity of these wonderful men and women.

Thank you Etna Italian Pastry Shop for providing at a 
reduced price the delicious Cannoli’s for dessert and to 
Dominic Speranza for providing the delightful music for 
the night. Thanks to all who purchased tickets and helped 
us to raise these much needed funds for our school. A spe-
cial final Thank You to Dave Lattuca who won the 50/50 
raffle of $720.00 and donated it back to Hope Hall for our 
Violet Fund, which helps provide scholarship money for our 
students. 

Our Hope Hall 
students Gavin 
Nicholson grade 
3, and Katie 
Kurmis grade 12.

As part of our career development curriculum, our students 
have been learning job readiness skills. They have talked about 
different job clusters, researched job openings, filled out job ap-
plications, and also practiced interview techniques among many 
other topics. This spring, Mrs. Baker and Ms. McLean took 
our 9th -12th grade students to Marketplace Mall to practice 
their job readiness skills. 

They were also able to use this field trip as a way to learn about 
traveling in our city. The teachers and students took the RTS 
bus from school, to the transit center, and then to the mall (and 
back). It’s certainly an essential skill for our students to know 
how to get from place to place via the RTS bus. Some of the 
most valuable life lessons learned on the trip were learned on 
the bus. The students learned how to buy an all day pass for the 
bus, and how to use that pass on his/her next bus. The students 
learned how to read the bus screen in the transit center and 
which bus would get him or her to his or her house. Together, 
they learned that you cannot control the behavior of other people 
on the bus, so just focus on yourself, listen to some music and 
know that by doing these things, he or she will arrive at his or her 
destination without a problem. 



 

22nd Annual High Hopes Golf Tournament
Monday, August 7, 2017

Sponsorships
EAGLE SPONSOR - $7,500
• Three golf foursomes
• Company name and logo displayed on:

• Hopehall.org
• Tournament flyer and welcome   

 banner
• Registration and Practice Green
• Social Media
• Tee Box Display
• All marketing pieces including News 

         letter, annual report, tournament bro                              
 chure, and program (newsletter   
 distributed to over 2,500 homes and  
 businesses)

• 12 tickets to dinner event, plus Special Dinner 
Recognition

• Post-tournament media mentioning spon-
sorship

• Company-donated items with logo included 
in gift basket raffles

BIRDIE SPONSOR - $4,000
• One golf foursomes
• Company name and logo displayed on:

• Hopehall.org
• Registration and Practice Green
• Social Media
• Tee Box Display
• All promotional and media opportuni-

ties
• 4 tickets to dinner event, plus Birdie Sponsor 

Dinner Recognition
• Post-tournament media mentioning spon-

sorship
• Company-donated items with logo included 

in gift basket raffles
PAR SPONSOR - $1,500
• One golf foursomes
• Name prominently displayed at Registration 

and Practice Green, and included in all spe-
cial marketing and advertising promotions

• Company name/website link on Hopehall.
org

• Special dinner recognition
BOGEY SPONSOR - $750
• One golf twosome
• Name prominently displayed at Registration 

tableand Practice Green, and included in all 
special marketing and advertising promo-
tions

• Listing on Hopehall.org
TEE BOX DISPLAY SPONSOR - $500
• Interactive Tee Box Display of Company 

name, logo, and other promotional materials
• Listing on Hopehall.org

Single Speciality Sponsorships
Exclusive Sponsorship Options Additional Benefits:
• Name listed in the tournament program
• Name listed on all special marketing and 

advertising promotions
• Listing on Hopehall.org
• Recognition in Hope Hall Newsletter
HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR - $2,500
• Exclusive Sponsorship
• Company name included on Hole-in-One
• Company name/website line on Hopehall.

org
• Two tickets to dinner event, plus Dinner 

Recognition
DINNER SPONSOR - $2,500
• Exclusive Sponsorship
• One golf foursome
• Banner with logo at dinner

Reservations
GOLF & AWARDS DINNER

Name______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City___________________________State____________Zip_________

Email Address_______________________________________________

Contact #__________________________________________________  

I can’t attend, but wish to donate $_________________

PRICING
$600  Foursome   
$___________________
$150   Golf for One   
$___________________
 $35   Dinner Only (per person)  
$___________________

SPONSORSHIPS
$7,500  Eagle Sponsor                   
$___________________
$4,000 Birdie Sponsor  
$___________________
$1,500  Par Sponsor   
$___________________
   $750 Bogey Sponsor  
$___________________
   $500 Tee Box Display  
$___________________

SINGLE SPECIALTY SPONSORSHIPS
$2,500  Hole-in-One Sponsor  
$___________________
$2,500  Dinner Sponsor                                             
$___________________
$2,500  Cart Sponsor                                                 

$___________________
$2,500  Beverage Sponsor                                       

$___________________
$2,500  Lunch Sponsor                 
$_______________

TOTAL $___________________

_____________ CHECK ENCLOSED

_____________  CREDIT CARD  ______Visa         _____MasterCard                             
        ______American Express  _____Discover

Name on Card______________________________________________

Card #_____________________________________________________

Reservations 
GOLF TEAM MEMBERS

Name_________________________________________________

Company______________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________

Contact #_____________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________

Company______________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________

Contact #_____________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________

Company______________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________

Contact #_____________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________

Company______________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________

Contact #_____________________________________________

CART SPONSOR - $2,500
• Exclusive Sponsorship
• One golf foursome
• Logo on cart sinage
BEVERAGE SPONSOR - $2,500
• Exclusive Sponsorship
• One golf foursome
• Logo on beverage carts/stations
LUNCH SPONSOR - $2,500
• Exclusive Sponsorship
• One golf foursome
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The United Way Spring 
Campaign is Now 

Underway! 

To make a donation online, please visit 
www.uwrochester.org and click the 
“Donate Now” button on the home 

screen.

When you get to the donation page, scroll 
down and click the “Add Organization”  

and enter Hope Hall’s Code #2108!

Your contribution
helps us change lives
by helping students
who learn differently

reach their goals and achieve 
academic success.


