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CHOOSING HOPE

“Once you choose Hope, anything is
posssible” - Christopher Reeves
Twenty-five years ago, on the
Wednesday after Labor Day,
43 students chose Hope,
and entered our school for
the very first time. Prior to
this day, between January
and the day before school
started, 300 volunteers gave
over 3,000 hours of their
time, choosing Hope, and scrubbing, painting,
lifting, hauling everything from garbage to desks,
in order to get the building that would be named
Hope Hall ready to receive the first students. Prior
to that January, 12 women joined with me in giving
flesh and bones to a vision that we could create a
school for students who could learn, but who learn
differently, and whose needs were not being met
anywhere else; students whose parents had been
told “Your child can’t learn and will never earn a
high school diploma”.
Choosing Hope is becoming more and
more of a “lost art” in a society in which name
calling, belittling others, solving problems through
violet confrontation, and teaching six year old
children how to use a bullet-proof backpack to
protect themselves from a mass murderer seems
to make more sense than limiting the access of
military assault weapons to people other than the
military.
Choosing Hope in these trying times
needs nurturing, the kind of nurturing that comes
from being within a culture of hope.
In Social Studies class, our students learn
that the word culture means a group of people’s
shared ways of believing, thinking, and acting. In
the business world, the word culture is often used

to describe what makes one business different
from another; what makes one car dealership
different from another. The culture of that company
or car dealership is the driving force behind its
success, or its lack of success.
Anyone coming to Hope Hall for the first
time immediately picks up our culture. They see
and experience children who learn differently,
most of whom come from families who struggle
economically, fully engaged in learning and feeling
very much at home in a school of their own
whose culture is grounded in Community and
Hope.
Our definition of Community is “a group
of people who come together for a particular
purpose, and who care about what happens to
each member of that group.” On the very first
day of school each year for the past 24 years,
our students learn that they did not just come to a
school, they joined a Community, and that makes
all the difference for them.
Prior to coming to Hope Hall, our children
were not connected to other children. They
were stuck in classrooms typically found in the
basement, or some remote part of a school. They
were rarely invited to birthday parties, never
picked to be on teams, didn’t have friends, were
the target of bullies day after day, and the list
of things that kept our kids “apart” and feeling
“different” goes on and on. Prior to coming to
Hope Hall, our students were in schools where
they were at best, tolerated, and where they were
reminded every day that they really didn’t fit or
belong.
The notion, then, of being a vital part of
a Community is totally foreign to new students
coming to Hope Hall for the first time each
September, and it is the pedestal on which each
of our returning students stands tall and anchored.
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Every culture has a language. Developing a
language of Hope is critical for our students, and
for their parents who also often felt marginalized
and left out of the educational system prior to
coming to Hope Hall. The language of Hope is a
way of speaking to another person, no mater
what he or she has done, or finds it difficult to
do, that says “I believe in you, I respect you,
and I know that you are more than what I see
right now.”
On the very first day of school, before
they even go to their homerooms or meet their
teachers, our students attend a Community
Meeting. This begins the first of many
conversations with the students about what being
a part of a Community means in terms of their
responsibility to and for the learning and success
of everyone in the room, I walk around the group
holding an apple seed, a peach pit, and the
seed from an orange in my hand. I ask the kids if
they can tell me what these three things are. The
“veteran” Hope Hall students smile becuase they
know what I’m up to, and they let the “newbies”
fall into my trap. The new students always
tell me that the three items in my hand are seeds
or pits and sometimes they can even identify
them by name. I say to the students “That’s all
you see right now--an apple seed, an orange
seed, or a peach pit. But when God looks at
these three things, God sees the apple tree, the
orange tree, and the peach tree that God intends
for them to become. That’s how it is for you too.
All you see is who you are right now. When God
looks at you, God sees the wonderful leaders
you are going to become because God has great
plans for you. Your job is to do everything you
can this year to prepare for that purpose and
participate in God’s plan.”
That is the first step in the year-long
process of developing the language of Hope.
We end the first day with a ritual we have held
since the first day of school in September of
1994. It is the ritual of burying an “I Can’t”
statement.
All of our students, (and indeed every
one of the adults at Hope Hall), have something
they think they can’t do. Each of us writes that

thing down on a piece of paper and we assemble
outside to place those statements into a hole.
Then we place a plant in that hole and fill it with
soil. As the plant grows and blooms throughout
the year, so do we grow in erasing what we
thought we couldn’t do.
There is a reason why our school is
named Hope Hall. It’s because of the firm, rocksolid, unshakable belief that we hold that every
single one of our students can learn as much and
as well as any other student when given enough
time and the right learning environment.
Every culture perpetuates its shared
beliefs, shared ways of thinking, and shared ways
of acting, through its language. Each month our
Newsletter will present aspects of our language
of Hope, and invite you, our readers, to join us in
developing this language of hope in your own life,
not only for the sake of our children at Hope Hall,
but also for the sake of the society and world that
they will be inheriting.
As we grow more proficient in using the
language of Hope, the culture of Hope, our
shared ways of believing, thinking and acting, will
make choosing Hope become easier because
for us, choosing Hope will be natural. And then,
just as our children prove over and over again
to all who thought that they were never going
to be “good students”, or graduate, or become
hardworking productive citizens, the choosing
Hope words of Christopher Reeves will ring out
for all of us. Despair, and giving-up, and acting
out will no longer be options because “Once you
choose Hope, anything is possible”.
May God bless us all as we become
“beacons of Hope” for our hurting country, our
hurting world.

Summer Program
Thank you to everyone who contributed to making the 2019 Summer Program possible. Your
contribution allowed our students to have an exciting and fun summer while strengthening
their academic skills and being in a safe, caring environment. A special thanks to the
William & Sheila Konar Foundation for giving $75,000 and to Glover-Crask Charitable
Trust for their ongoing support. Overall, 47 donors contributed a total of $14,028 to the
2019 Summer Program. With nearly $90,000 in donations, our students were able to learn
useful life skills and spend summertime outside with their friends!

An important message for our donors:
We are excited to announce that we will now recognize our dedicated donors in an Annual
Report, not through monthly segments in our newsletter. This is a great way to highlight the
tremendous impact our supporters have on our students. The report will be available on our
website later this fall.
In order to direct as many of our resources as possible to our students, only a limited amount
of hardcopies will be available. For questions or to reserve a print version, please contact
Jordynn Barnhart at 585-426-5824 ext. 111, or at jordynn.barnhart@hopehall.org.
Thank you for helping keep Hope alive for students who learn differently.

2019 High Hopes Golf Tournament
This year’s tournament was the most successful
one yet! Thanks to all of your support, we raised
over $64,500 for our students. This is a 30%
increase over the last tournament and we couldn’t
have done this without the help of our sponsors,
supporters, volunteers and committee members.

Jack McGowan, Chris Lyons, Rich Przysinda, Rick Plympton
T H A N K YO U T O O U R T I T L E S P O N S O R

TWO POl NT
CAPITAL MANAGEMENT
~ LIVE A RICHER LIFE ~

A special thank you to our golf committee chair,
Frank Murano, for all of your time, dedication, and
for putting together an amazing committee to make
this all possible. Mona Alongi, Bob August, Joe
Dolce, Daria Dusett, Dan Dwyer, Malik Evans,
Craig Houck, Tim Leahy, MaryAnn McAlpin,
Bob Montgomery, and Dick Schauseil—You
have all helped tremendously with your efforts to
make this a success!
A huge shoutout to Two Point Capital
Management for being our Title Sponsor, and
CEO Jack McGowan for delivering a kind
speech about Hope Hall during the program.
Jack has over 30 years of experience as a
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and has built his
investment management firm based on his
expertise and high standards. Two Point Capital
made a true investment in our students to succeed
both academically and in life. Hand over the worry
and the work to Two Point Capital Management by
visiting twopointcapital.com today!

FO R S P O N S O R I N G T H E 2 019 H I G H H O P E S G O L F T O U R N A M E N T

First Place Mixed/Women’s
Nancy Derycke, Jack Finkle, Jim Lawlor

First Place Men’s
Bob August, Burt August, Andy Hopfinger, Jake Lustik

You’re invited to the

25TH ANNUAL TOAST FOR HOPE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2019
Dinner Music by the Gateswingers Cash Bar
Live & Silent Auctions Call From the Heart

Tickets are $150 per individual ($1,200 for a
table of 8 and $1,500 for a table of 10). Purchase tickets by:
Visiting our website https://donate.hopehall.org/toastforhopegala
Mailing a check to the Development Office at Hope Hall, 1612
Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624
Credit card processing over the phone at 585-426-5824

This year we are honoring

Sister Diana Dolce, S.S.J

Founder & Executive Director of Hope Hall
with the Robert W. August “Inspiring Hope” Award

Congrats to our 2019 graduates!

Johnathan Allen

Madeline Blake

Tyler Gagner

Keegan McKinney

Kalianne Rettew

Luis Torres

Casan Curry

Charles Schaffer

John DeConinck

Alaina Frank

April McPherson

Cheyenne Miller

Timothy Ruberti

Colden Wegman

Surrounded by family and friends, our graduates turned their tassels and celebrated a major
milestone on the exact same stage that they walked into the high school, four years earlier.
EVERY single graduate took center stage and delivered a heartfelt speech that left the entire
audience teary-eyed. Our graduates shared their personal journey and how Hope Hall has impacted
their lives, and gave many thanks to their family, friends and Hope Hall staff who have helped out
along the way. This was a huge achievement and we are so proud of our graduates. We wish them
the best in their next chapter!
This year, Donna and Frank Murano were awarded the Linda Francis Foster Award, for their
great generosity to Hope Hall for nearly 20 years now. The Service Award was given to Colden
Wegman, Beacon of Hope Award to Cheyenne Miller, Ralph Quattrociocchi Award for Sports
to Casan Curry, Tyler Gagner, Charlie Schaffer, and the Founder’s Award to Charles and
Dorothy Bruno, Sharla Davenport, Sandra Miller, Letha Przyklek, Mary Ruberti.

Home Economics
This fall at Hope Hall, Miss Tauriello, our 5th grade
teacher, will be starting a Home Economics
Program after school. This program will take place
once a week after school, and will last 8 weeks.
The cost of the program will be $25.00 per
student to cover the cost of materials and
resources that we will need for the projects. The
program will teach students how to cook, clean,
and sew, organization, vacuuming, washing dishes,
how to set a table, and other everyday living tasks.
This new program is important is because there is
a great need for our students to learn independent
life skills and social skills. These skills are just as
important as the academics that they are learning
throughout the day. The skills that our students will
be learning in the Home Economics Program will
be able to be transferred and utilized at home. Not
only are these life skills important for their home
lives, but these are skills that they might one day
use in the workplace as well.
If you, or anyone you know is interested in donating to this wonderful project please email our
Development Associate, Jordynn Barnhart, at jordynn.barnhart@hopehall.org. We are always
looking for donations for materials or donations to sponsor a child who may not
necessarily have the money to sign up for this program. Every little bit counts, and we would
love the support of our community.
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.

“I am Hope”
Hope Hall is celebrating 25 Years of Providing Hope to students who learn differently. In
honor of our 25th Anniversary, we will be revealing 25 stories of the students, parents,
teachers, volunteers and supporters of Hope Hall.
Visit our website at www.hopehall.org/25thanniversary to see our official celebration page
where we will be posting all 25 stories. Subscribe to our YouTube channel
@HopeHallSchool or “like” us on Facebook to watch Sister Kathy Weider’s video other
featured videos coming soon!

