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ENDING VIOLENCE: TOLERANCE & ACCEPTANCE

“Start with the impossible, then
proceed calmly toward the improbable.”
Daniel Berrigan
Much attention has been
given to bullying across
our nation. If you’ve been
watching the news then
you know that bullying is
something that currently
is done by adults as well
as young people. A law
passed in 2014 called the
Dignity for All Students Act
(DASA) was designed to ensure that all schools
and school districts would set in place policies for
how to handle acts of bullying and aggression.
All of this is fine, but also sad; sad because most
of the attention is on the acts of aggression and
the victims rather than on creating a culture of
respect and non-violence within our schools.
When DASA first came out I smiled because
Hope Hall had for years been doing everything
stated within that law and more. Our school has
a culture that is more than simply zero tolerance
for violence. It is a culture that teaches values
such as tolerance, acceptance, empathy,
respect and hospitality with the same
deliberateness and seriousness that it teaches
math, reading, science and so forth. If you’ll
pardon the comparison, it is our “common core
curriculum” at the heart of all we do. We have
large-scale images of bullying in our minds- from
kids punching other kids or shaking them down
for lunch money, to school security guards bodyslamming students to the ground. But, the more
subtle forms of bullying, the more “underthe-radar” forms of bullying that adults do to

adults and teach children to do to children,
often go unnoticed by everyone except those
being hurt.
These acts of bullying have to do with rejection,
leaving people out, doing or saying things to
another person that makes that person feel that
he/she doesn’t matter, is unwelcome, or doesn’t
belong or fit in.
These more subtle acts of bullying are learned
and practiced by all of us, adults and children,
every day. They don’t look as bad as the big
physical acts of bullying, but they hurt just as
much and have long-lasting effects.
Think for a minute of the individuals with whom
you come in contact each day who are ignored,
who are never invited to join others, who at best
are excluded and at worst gossiped about. These
individuals may act as though it doesn’t bother
them or it doesn’t hurt. That’s what people who
are bullied try to do. But the hurt runs deep and
the scars last.
One of the best ways to counter these subtle
forms of bullying is to cultivate and truly
embrace the value of tolerance, and the
deeper value of acceptance.
During the month of January, as we begin a new
year and a new decade, all of us at Hope Hall will
be focused on the fact that God loves differences
and that differences are good. Students will
learn that tolerance means you don’t judge
something or someone as being bad just
because the person looks or acts in different
ways from you or your friends. Tolerance
means you allow someone to be, and you
treat the person with respect, just because
they are a person. If there is something different
about the way they act or look, it doesn’t matter,
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but the person DOES matter. Tolerance requires
that we all follow the “Golden Rule” and treat
everyone the way we would want to be treated.
Once tolerance for difference is part of one’s
life, we can move to the next step, which is
acceptance. Acceptance goes even deeper.
Acceptance means you take that person into
your heart. You befriend the person and have
a deep respect for the person. You like the
person no matter what, and you let the person
know that regardless of skin color, ethnic
background, sexual orientation, physical
challenges, idiosyncrasies caused by autism
or other neurological challenges, IQ, financial
status, tattoos or whatever else we note as a
difference, the person is created by God and
deserves to be treated as a valued member of
God’s family.
Acceptance is not easy to come to and so
we have to start with small steps toward an
awareness of tolerance. But acceptance is
absolutely essential if we are to participate
in nonviolence and be men and women who
hold a higher standard that what society
shows us.
Our children will reach the level of full acceptance
of, and respect for, differences because they will
be immersed in that value every day at Hope
Hall. We need everyone’s help to keep that
immersion going when they are not at Hope Hall.
We need everyone reading this Newsletter to do
a “heart check” and notice how you respond
to folks who look, act, or think differently from
the way you do. If all of us can start with steps
toward tolerance, moving to the deeper level of
acceptance will follow, but it’s going to take time,
and it’s going to take work.
Hope is what makes quotes like the one from
Daniel Berrigan become more than just words.
Learning to respect people even if we don’t hold
the same beliefs and values as they do, and then
coming to accept them and take them into our
hearts may seem impossible things to do. But if
we all start making an effort to begin practicing
at least tolerance in what we think, act, and do,
then we will in fact move toward the improbable
and create within ourselves, and our families, and
our workplaces, what seems unlikely- a culture of

acceptance in which violence has no place. Hope
demands nothing less.
You are in my heart and in my prayers as we
take this journey together. May God bless each
of you throughout this new year, and may this
new decade be one in which the best core values
of who we are as individuals and who we are
as a nation come from the shadows and show
themselves stronger and more vibrant than ever.

Student of the Month

Aaron Kendall
12th Grade

The Student of the Month for
January is Aaron Kendall, who is in
the 12th grade and truly meets all
criteria for Student of the Month.
These criteria include following
all of the Hope Hall School
rules, performing service to the
Community, and being a respectful,
hard-working student.
Congratulations, Aaron! Your
leadership and service have made
each of us very proud.

Letter to Sister Diana
The following was written to Sr. Diana by Menetor Viator,
a Senior in our Class of 2020
“Hope Hall means more to me than just a school. We are a community.
I feel I have a special connection with each teacher and student. The
people at Hope Hall have shaped me into the person I am today and
without them I don’t know where I would be. This school has taught me
one of the most important qualities, and that is empathy. Empathy has
taught me to have an awareness for what those around me may be
experiencing in their lives. I am truly thankful for everything the teachers
have done to provide me everything I need in order to be successful.”

Believing in the

Christmas Miracle
A very special thank you goes to
Bob & Jackie Sperandio, the people of
the St. Lawrence Church and St. Pius X
Church, and the members of Brook Lea
Country Club along with Laurie Malcomb,
Pat VanStrydonck, Yvonne Caternolo,
Pat Olandese, and Paula Malone and her
friends. These very generous people
made Santa real for over 50 of our families
and created a wonderful Christmas for
our students. May God richly bless each
of you for all you did to help our children
and their families BELIEVE!

Alumni News
Congratulations
to 2017 Hope
Hall graduate,
Josette Haddad.
She has completed
her requirements
from BOCES for
Dental Assistant
and is beginning
an internship with
Eastman Dental,
which is one of the last steps on her path
to become a NY State Licensed, Certified
Dental Assistant. We are so very proud of
you, Josette!

Gates Fire District Home Escape Plan Contest Winner
3rd grader, Brynna Mulconry was
the winner of the Home Escape Plan
contest put on by the Gates Fire District.
This annual contest is open to students
in grades 3-5 and involves drawing a
diagram of their home with multiple
escape routes and writing an essay
about what to do once outside your
home. As the winner, Brynna had the
pleasure of riding a Gates Fire Truck
to school on Friday, December 13th.
Congratulations Brynna!
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.

Beat the January Blues
The Fairport Lions Club is hosting their Annual
PASTA DINNER ON SUNDAY JANUARY 26TH
and Hope Hall has been chosen to receive the
“designated donation” from the event.
If you enjoy pasta and want to do something
different while helping Hope Hall students,
here’s your chance.
What: Fairport Lion’s Club Annual Pasta Dinner
Where: Fairport VFW; 300 Macedon Center Road (AKA Rt. 31F), Fairport, NY
When: Sunday, January 26, 2020 from Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $8.00, kids 10 and under are free
Tickets can be purchased at the door

