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I have talked and written about 
Hope many times over the 
past 26 years. Never has the 
meaning of Hope or the need 
for Hope been more relevant 
for me than this past year and 
a half. 

Sister Mary Christopher is 
a wonderful Sister of Saint 
Joseph with whom I live. She 

gave me a card with words about Hope written by 
Father James Keller, M. M. I’d like to share some of his 
words with you. 

“Hope looks for the good in people instead of harping  
on the worst.  
Hope open doors where despair closes them  
Hope discovers what can be done instead of grumbling 
about what cannot.  
Hope draws its power from a deep trust in God and the 
basic goodness of human nature.  
Hope regards problems, small or large, as opportunities.  
Hope pushes ahead when it would be easy to quit.  
Hope accepts being misunderstood as the price of 
serving the greater good of others.”

I remember vividly Friday March 13th, 2020 when we 
were told to close the schools for what was only going  
to be “two or three weeks.” From that Friday right up 
until June 25th, nothing was ever the same for me, for 
our students, for faculty, staff and administration, and for 
our parents. 

It would have been easy to give up. Fear and violence 
were rampant in our nation. Every day we heard about 
death, dying, and disease. 

Schools were given from June 30th to July 31st to 
develop a comprehensive COVID safety plan with more 
than 52 pages of regulations that had to be included.

It was during that month from June 30th to July 
31, 2020 that I began to see and experience the 
interconnectedness of Resiliency and Hope. 

Resiliency -- the ability to bounce back and do 
things differently – came leaping and bounding into 
Hope Hall. The COVID Safety Committee that I formed 
to work with me, worked tirelessly for hundreds of hours 
to create a plan that was fully accepted by the State, 
and that kept our school safe.  None of our classes had 
to be quarantined, and no cases of COVID originated in 
our school. 

Teachers who were used to delivering hands-on,  
multi-sensory lessons for their students began the 
arduous task of trying to do the same thing remotely. 
Mr. Ture, our art teacher and Mr. Hopp, our lead 
woodworking teacher, created kits and packaged 
materials, instructions, and everything needed to instruct 
students while they were home, and parents came to 
pick up materials and drop off finished projects. 

Mr. Zehr and Mr. Droegmoeller, our Phys. Ed. teachers, 
paired up to make videos of themselves in the gym 
doing exercises and physical fitness activities for our 
students. 

Our teachers set their fears aside and worked tirelessly 
to do everything possible to make learning successful 
for our students, most of whom were on a hybrid model 
in school for in-person learning two days a week. In 
addition to this, to keep students safe and exposed to 
as few students as possible, the students remained in 
the classrooms while the teachers packed up all of their 
teaching materials and moved from one classroom to 
another in order to teach their different classes. This, 
I can assure you, demanded a tremendous amount of 
resiliency. 

A small number of our teachers had to quarantine 
because of exposure to COVID from a family member. 
This required teachers, especially Mrs. Sherron and 
Mrs. Droegmoeller to substitute for those teachers. Mrs. 
Droegmoeller, our Principal, substituted for 162 classes 
in order to ensure that the students were receiving the 
best possible instructions, all of this done while keeping 
up with her regular duties. 

Our students all came back to in-person learning on 
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April 19th 2021. Their resiliency was so apparent. They 
wore their masks, and even made up a poem: “Over the 
nose is where it goes.” They managed social distancing, 
filled their water bottles from the water cooler which was 
refilled every day with fresh water, and were so glad to 
be back that they were better than ever in class. 

These are just a small sampling of the tremendous 
amount of changes, adjustments, re-imagining, and 
bouncing back by doing things differently that our Hope 
Hall Community experienced over the past 15 months. 
None of this would have been possible if we didn’t 
have Hope at the very core of who we are and what 
we do. Read again the statements about Hope that 
Father Keller wrote. This Hope is what made Resiliency 
possible. We all knew it was worth the effort. And our 
Resiliency made our Hope stronger. 

Imagine what could happen in our nation if all of us 
embraced these characteristics of Hope and took hold 
of the Resiliency that exists within each of us. We need 
to be people who are recognized for our Hope and know 
that our Resiliency, our ability to pull ourselves up and 
bounce back, will make a powerful difference not only in 
our own lives but also in the lives of so many others. 

Please enjoy the pictures and stories in the rest of 
this Newsletter and feel the Hope. Then make some 
decisions about what you can do to fan the embers of 
your own Resiliency and act out of Hope. May God 
bless all of our efforts. 
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On Saturday, June 12, Hope Hall’s 10th Graduating Class of Seniors took flight! In adherence with COVID social 
distancing guidelines, each student was able to celebrate in-person with up to six family members. Other friends and 
family members could participate virtually, since Hope Hall partnered with RCTV, Rochester’s Community Media Center 
to livestream the event. 

If you missed the Graduation, visit Hopehall.org/Graduation 2021 for photos from the day, and the recording of the 
ceremony, which includes the Seniors’ speeches. Each Senior writes a speech about what they have learned at Hope Hall 
that they are taking out into the world. Their speeches were profound and inspiring. Our Rochester Community, and our 
nation, are receiving some amazing citizens.      Camera Shy: Austin Orbaker

And They Danced the Night Away... 
at Hope Hall’s Prom

Up, Up and Away - Hope Hall’s Class of 2021  
Takes Flight!

Aloha was the theme of this year’s High School Prom, held on Friday, June 25 in Hope Hall’s 
Hawaiian décor-themed gym.

The celebration started when students, dressed in everything from evening gowns to Hawaiian 
shirts, were further decked out with leis. They gathered for a pizza party on the playground and 
then, it was into the gym for an evening of dancing to favorite tunes, spun by the DJ.

In what other school could you imagine the Executive Director leading the “Locomotion” around 
the dance floor, or teaching her school’s students how to “Twist the Night Away?” Even students 
who hadn’t yet been on the dance floor couldn’t resist the invitation.

Around 7:30 pm, the Lugia’s Ice Cream truck, sponsored by one of our grandparents, provided 
the perfect dessert to top off any prom!

Many thanks to the Prom Committee, made up of Moms who organized the event and paid 
for decorations, soft drinks, sunglasses and the DJ. These Moms were Courtney Eck, Jamie Rothfuss, Barb Myers, 
Beth DelGudico, and Sandy Garcia who worked together to create the evening’s MÄ maka Kaiao (“magic” in Hawaiian).

For more photos and a video of the fun, visit HopeHall.org/High School Prom 2021.

Sister Diana leads  
“the Locomotion”

Lugia’s Ice Cream was a  
big hit!

Thanks to our Prom 
Committee

The photo spot was busy  
all night

Dance the Makarena

Joseph Conroy

Grace Magar

Paul Conroy

Isabelle McCown

Lauren DelGudico

Jessica Myers

Ava Hayes

Jacolby Terrell

Aaron Jeffers

Cameron Underwood

Cettalyn Leverenz

Hyacinth Wilmot
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The Senior year is arguably the most important year to most 
students. That’s why we’re asking for your help to ensure that, 
after the past two unprecedented years, our rising Seniors have a 
positive, memorable experience to maximize their learning and to 
celebrate their time at Hope Hall.

On July 19th, Hope Hall launched a crowdfunding campaign through 
A Community Thrives, a project-based, online fundraising program 
of the Gannett Foundation. Our success in raising $6000 for the 
Senior Success Scholarship Fund will open the door to being 
eligible to apply for competitive grants of up to an additional 
$100,000. 

The Senior Success Scholarship Fund will help fund our Seniors’ 
final year of education, preparing them for life after high school. 

Hope Hall’s unique educational model includes traditional academics taught in a multi-sensory format, as well as 
woodworking courses, which teach hard skills such as math, design, and machine work, along with soft-skills like 
teamwork, problem solving, and critical thinking. The College and Career transitions classes are designed to assist our 
Seniors in learning resume writing, how to complete financial aid packages, financial management, and much more. They 
also have the opportunity to do job shadowing, college visits, and career exploration activities.

This online crowdfunding campaign will be open through August 13th. Won’t you please go to HopeHall.org and click on 
Support Our Senior Success Scholarship Fund to Open Doors on the home page? With your help, we will not only 
exceed our $6000 goal, but through A Community Thrives, your gift will have the opportunity to be multiplied many times 
over. Thank you in advance for your help. 

Support Our Senior Success Scholarship Fund  
to Open Doors


