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“Many astronauts have 
reported that once they 
glimpsed Earth from space 
— a small blue ball floating in 
the vast expanse, lacking our 
human-made borders—they 
never looked at their personal 
or national interests in quite 
the same way. They saw the 
oneness of life.” 

    - The Book of Joy

If you are a regular reader of our Newsletter, you may 
remember reading something I wrote about Empathy 
back in 2019.  That feels like one hundred years 
ago based on all that’s happened over the last year 
and two months, and that’s why I am writing about it 
again.

Since September, we have been focusing on themes 
that will help our students, and all of us, develop a 
culture of Hope.  This culture, this shared way of 
thinking, acting, and believing, begins with using 
a language of Hope, because language is such an 
important part of any culture.

One word that isn’t heard very often, but that 
is essential for developing a culture of Hope, is 
EMPATHY. As one step in helping our students to 
develop a language of Hope, this month we will 
focus on the word empathy and what it means. 
Empathy is something that I believe has become an 
“under-used value”. I believe this value of empathy 
is under-used because in the “plugged-in” world that 
so many children and adults live in, a world in which 
members of a family can all be sitting in the same 
room together, but not connecting with each other 
at all because they’re all connected with whatever 
device they happen to be using, it’s easy to only see 
everything from one point of view—our own, and 
looking at everything only from our own point of view 
often leaves us blind.

The isolation imposed on us by COVID for the 
last year has not done much to foster empathy 
either.  The necessary and essential practices of 
wearing masks and social distancing have kept us 
physically safe, but have had an unintended negative 
consequence of fostering an attitude of just “looking 
out for what’s good for me” in many of us.

I drive to and from school every day, and since the 
COVID virus impact on our country began a year 
ago, one of the things I’ve noticed is the amount 
of blatant disregard for traffic signals on the part of 
many drivers.  It doesn’t matter who has the green 
light “right-of-way”, some drivers pay absolutely no 
attention to yellow or red lights.  If they don’t feel like 
stopping, they simply don’t, and everyone else can 
just deal with it.  I think this is only one example of 
a lack of empathy or concern for others, and most 
of you who are reading this can probably site other 
examples as well.

Empathy means putting ourselves in someone 
else’s place and trying to feel what she or he 
is feeling. It forces us to look at a situation from 
someone else’s point of view, instead of seeing every 
situation only from the way we’re experiencing it. 

Empathy makes us look at how we’re all alike, 
instead of only noticing what makes us different. 

Developing the virtue of empathy and holding it as a 
value, is going to take some work and some practice. 
I’m going to go out on a limb a bit here, but I’m 
guessing this might be true for all of us adults, as well 
as for our children. 

The important thing is that we begin to at least pay 
attention to the fact that the essential needs of all of 
us are the same; the need to be loved, to feel valued, 
to feel respected, to be heard, to feel appreciated, to 
know that we matter. 

Empathy would help us to see a person struggling to 
speak English not with suspicion, but with a sense of 
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“How would I want to be treated if I were in a foreign 
country trying to speak the language of that country?” 

Empathy would help us not to park on diagonal 
lines in areas reserved for the handicapped parking 
because we’d be thinking, “How would a person in a 
wheelchair get in the door if I’m on these lines—that 
could be me in a wheelchair.” 

Cultivating empathy in our lives, and being people 
who practice empathy is one gigantic step in 
practicing a language of Hope and creating a 
culture of Hope. 

For those of you who are parents, if your children are 
arguing with each other, instead of yelling, try having 
both of them sit down and tell you the problem from 
the other person’s point of view instead of his/her 
own. See what a difference that makes. Then ask 
each of them what they need to do differently.

When you’re with your children and see someone 
“different” or you see someone struggling, say to 
your child “ I wonder what it must be like to be that 
person—what do you think we can do to help him/
her?”

Sometimes the answer is going to be as powerful as 
“Let’s give that person a smile and one good word.” 

In the same way that astronauts had their “views” 
changed when they saw Earth and all life as 
connected, empathy, putting ourselves in someone 
else’s shoes, would help us to watch the nightly 
news very differently when we see the images of our 
flooded or storm devastated southern states, migrant 
parents and their children who have been separated 
from each other, or people whose lives have been 
shattered by violence and acts of hatred. That kind 
of empathy would keep us from becoming numb or 
indifferent to the needs of others, and help us move 
from empathy to compassion. 

Compassion would move us to want to do 
something for others, and when we choose to 
look beyond our own wants and needs and do 
something to help others, the embers of Hope are 
fanned into flames. 

May God bless all of us in our efforts to grow in 
empathy and build a culture of Hope for our children, 
our country, and our world. 

You are in my heart, and in my prayers.

Director’s Corner Continued

As a continuation of our series launched in February, we are honoring the first ever Robert & Mary Hasting 
Scholarship Fund recipients. Scholars are chosen based on financial need, demonstration of the values and 
characteristics fostered at Hope Hall, and commitment to their education.

We are pleased to announce 5 additional 2020-2021 Hastings Scholars this month. Congratulation on your 
achievements!

Bre’naysia Fuller, Grade 6

Jacob Johnson, Grade 11

Neshiaya Leflore, Grade 6

Bryce Leonard, Grade 3

Naomi Young, Grade 11

Hastings Scholars Highlights



During the week of March 8th, in-person American Sign Language (ASL) 
students had the unique opportunity to learn about the Deaf President 
Now protests during a “Historical Tour” around Hope Hall. From March 
6-13, 1988, Deaf people across the nation flocked to Washington D.C 
and peacefully protested the election of a hearing president at Gallaudet 
University- the world’s first college for Deaf people. It was a monumental 
time for the Deaf Community, and Ms. Sarah Hauser teaches students 
about it every year. In trying to present this in a fun and engaging way, 

she came up with a guided “tour” 
of the days in which events were 
happening. 

Ms. Hauser created a script for her 
tour guides, and students stopped 
at various classrooms throughout 
the school during the tour to listen 
to their “Tour Guides” and learn from 
them. Students practiced listening 
comprehension skills by learning from 
the guides and answering questions 
about the information they shared. 

At Hope Hall, we teach the way students need to learn. This hands-on 
activity that had students “time-travelling” throughout the school was 
an interactive learning process that enhanced overall understanding for 
our students and was a ton of fun. For more information on the protests, 
check out: https://www.gallaudet.edu/.../history.../deaf-president-now/   

Thank you Ms. Hauser for organizing this fun activity, and to all of 
the faculty and staff who served as volunteer “tour guides.”

ASL Students Learn About Deaf President  
Now Protests

Students sign “B” to answer a 
question about the protests 

Ms. Hauser & Ms. Swan provide  
a guided “tour”

Tour Guide, Ms. Hauser helps Class 6 B  
“Time Travel”

Ms. Eaker explains one of the victories in the protest movement



First EVER, Planting HOPE, in Full Bloom!
Hope Hall’s ALL NEW Planting HOPE Project, 
launched in March, is shaping up to become a new 
spring tradition. Inspired by the true story of how in 
September of 1994 our 45 original students each 
planted a tulip bulb during our 1st Burying of the I 
Cant’s ceremony; the following spring every single 
tulip bloomed. Those tulips became a symbol of 
the growth and change that had occurred in those 
students during their first year at Hope Hall, and 
a longstanding symbol to the entire Hope Hall 
Community that our children and our school would 
flourish through the unique educational model we 
were building. 

The 1st ever Planting HOPE Project, is designed to help people plant symbols of hope throughout the 
community by giving them the tools to create their own little garden of HOPE right in their backyard.  Planting 
HOPE Kits include biodegradable grow buckets filled with a variety of garden items including seeds, small 

hand tools, peat pots, garden décor, label stakes, gardening tips and more. 
All Planting HOPE Kits purchased come with one raffle ticket, too. Thanks 
to generous donations from the community, raffle items include a live tree, 
planted in your location of choice, a Spring or Fall garden clean-up from 
the Rochester AM Rotary (both valued at $400 or more) and more! Raffle 
tickets can be purchased separately for $10 each. Funds raised from sales will 
go directly to student educational and social/emotional programs and services 
at Hope Hall.

Kits are $50 each. An outdoor pick-up event is scheduled for Saturday, April 
24th from 11 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Hope Hall School. The event will also 
feature a live plant sale, “Ask the Experts” table and raffle. Social distancing 
and masks are required. For more information, contact Event & Volunteer 
Coordinator, Eboné Creighton at ebone.creighton@hopehall.org or  
585-426-5825 ext. 205.

Name: ___________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Address: _________________________________________ City, Zip: ___________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________         # of Kits ($50 each) __________________ 

# of Raffle Tickets ($10 each) _______________________   Total Cost _____________________

Credit Type (please circle one): American Express | Discover | MasterCard | VISA

Credit Card #______________________________________ Exp. Date________ 3 or 4 digit CVV Code_____

* Checks should be made payable to Hope Hall

Return form and payment by Wednesday, April 21st to: Hope Hall School Advancement Department, 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624

Sample Planting HOPE Kit 



Earlier this school year, representatives of the Senior 
Class reached out to Mrs. Droegmoeller to advocate 
for having “Senior Privileges.” Mrs. Droegmoeller met 
with the Seniors to discuss the types of privileges they 
would like. In the end, they agreed upon:

 •   Phone privileges (Hope Hall does not allow 
personal electronic devices during school for 
any other grades)

 •   Weekly trips off campus during Academic 
Development to the neighboring Tim Horton’s  
or Dunkin Donuts

 •  Dress Down Fridays

Mrs. Droegmoeller was impressed with the way 
the Seniors advocated for themselves and with the 
responsibility they showed in suggesting that an 
adult accompany them on their off campus trips. The 
privileges were granted under the condition that the 
students keep their grades above mastery (80%) and 
that they demonstrate the behavior and character 
traits expected of Hope Hall students, both in school 
and during their off campus trips. 

Students had permission slips signed by parents and 
guardians in the Fall and have been enjoying these 
privileges since October. Faculty and staff volunteer 
their time to walk with the students during their off 
campus trips. Anyone who has had the chance to 
spend a little time with the Seniors during one of these 

walks can attest to the fact that they are good for their 
social and emotional well-being and empower the 
students. 

One of our Seniors, Ava Hayes, said “I like being able 
to walk over to Tim Horton’s for a midday snack and I 
really like being able to dress down.”

Hope Hall is thrilled to be able to give our seniors 
these privileges. In so many ways, their Senior 
Year was not what they expected it to be, but they 
have handled the challenges with maturity and 
understanding. 

We hope they look back on some of these perks with 
fondness after they leave these halls.

Senior Privileges



“Staff Shout Outs” Continue to Shine Light on Positive 
Influence of Faculty & Staff on Hope Hall Students

The weekly Hope Hall Communicator gives parents and guardians the opportunity to recognize the hard work 
and dedication of Hope Hall Faculty and Staff. Congratulations to all who have been nominated throughout the 
year, including: 

Jan Bentley, Teacher’s Aide 
“I want to thank Jan for assisting Mikayla by teaching her Independence in an amazing way. We are so blessed 
to have her as Mikayla’s aide.”   From Parent, Cathi Metz

Rick Hopp, Woodworking Teacher 
“He’s been fantastic with accommodating Linda and I every week in dropping off and picking up 
Linda’s woodworking and is ALWAYS available for a call or text if we have any issues and has 
been very patient through this pandemic.” From Parent, Melissa Dodson

Shanequa Serrano, Main Office Secretary 
“She is consistently pleasant, patient, and informative anytime I call for anything! Truly someone 
who loves what they do.” From Parent, Samira Fuller

Jim Zehr, Athletic Director 
“For making remote PE a positive experience and a great way to learn to exercise. My favorite 
had to be the Frankenstein.” From Parent, Cathi Metz

Alumni Spotlight
Recently, Sister Diana received a letter from one of Hope Hall’s 2018 
graduates, Marissa Conroy. Marissa received a scholarship to Mercyhurst 
College upon graduation but has since transferred and is currently a student  
at RIT. In addition to her studies, Marissa volunteers her time in our 
Woodworking Program when she is on break. As you will see in the below 
letter, Marissa is doing great and credits the Dolce Method for Learning 
Mastery that she was taught at Hope Hall with much of her success in college. 
We love hearing from our Alum and are so proud of Marissa and what she has 
accomplished already. Congratulations, Marissa, and keep up the good work.

Dear Sister Diana, 

I hope all is well with you and you are safe as well as healthy. I have some 
good news to share with you. Last semester, I earned a 3.8 for my GPA. Due  
to getting a 3.8, I made the Dean’s List in the College of Art and Design. Below 
I attached the letter I received from the Dean. 

I would like to thank you for all your hard work and dedication you put into the “Mastery in Learning Program” 
as I wouldn’t have gotten as far as I have without it. I thought with all the negativity occurring in our world and 
stuff in our country, this would be a break of light. I look forward to hearing back from you.

Much Love,  
Marissa Conroy



St. Pauly Textile, Inc. is an organization that collects 
used clothing, shoes, belts, bedding (NOT PILLOWS) 
towels, and other items. They distribute these items 
to people in need locally and in 3rd world countries. 
Anything that is badly torn or stained gets sold to textiles 
companies and recycled. Non-profit organizations can 
put a donation shed on their property and get paid 20 
cents a pound for everything they collect. 

Hope Hall has had one of these sheds for years. In 
2020, your donations to the St. Pauly Donation Shed 
had BIG results:

 •  58,07 pounds of clothing were donated

 •   This clothed an estimated 4,631 people all  
over the world

 •   Hope Hall received $2,322 for programs and services for students with learning challenges

If you were among the people who donated items to Hope Hall’s shed, THANK YOU!!!!

If you are doing some spring-cleaning and going through your closets, please consider bringing your items to 
Hope Hall’s shed. You will not only help Hope Hall students, you will also help people in need, especially people 
in other countries who have far less than we do. The drop off shed is in our parking lot near the playground 
fence.

St. Pauly Textile, Inc. Donations Make a Big  
Impact on Hope Hall

St. Pauly Donation Shed Located in Hope Hall Parking Lot

CHOOSE HOPE HALL
UNITED WAY 

DONOR OPTION 
#2108

Does your workplace promote 
giving to United Way? Did 

you know that the ONLY way 
Hope Hall students receive 

funding from the United Way 
is through donor designation? 

Please consider choosing 
option #2108 to help ensure 
our students have access to 
the type of education they 

need and deserve.
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