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Perhaps like many of you, when I 
leave for work in the morning, and 
when I drive home, it is dark. The 
light in our northern hemisphere is 
very diminished these days.

After supper each evening, I watch 
the news, and I am so aware of all 
the darkness in our city, our nation, 
and our world.  You probably have 
noticed the same thing, so I’m not 

going to depress all of us by listing all the dark things that 
are going on.

Instead, I’m going to focus on the important part each of 
us can play in becoming a point of Light and Hope in our 
darkened world.

It is not by accident that candles and light play a big part 
in this time of year. Advent candles, Hanukkah candles, 
Kwanzaa candles all get lit and remind us of God’s 
presence and our truer selves. The electric lights that 
decorate homes and trees and stores all remind us that a 
tiny point of light can pierce the darkness.

So how can we, by the way we live, be that point of light 
and diminish some of the darkness?

There is a strong emphasis at Hope Hall on leadership 
training and the development of skills needed to be good 
citizens.  One key aspect of leadership, and one vital 
element of citizenship, is concern for the common good.

In our culture today, satisfying the wants of the individual 
has become a primary focus. Consider the following:
• Many families no longer have to share the TV or 

watch programs together because very few families 
have only one TV in the house—everyone can watch 
whatever they want whenever they want, often in 
isolation.

• Many families no longer listen to music on the radio 
or from the stereo together—everyone is ear-plugged 
into whatever they want—in isolation.

• Many families no longer have to share a phone or wait 
for their turn to use the phone—everyone has their 

own cell phone.
• Many famiiles no longer play board games together—

individuals are absorbed all by themselves with their 
computer games, developing relationships that they 
want, when they want, with their computer and the 
artificial personalities they are competing against in 
the games.

Several things are being lost because of this emphasis on 
fulfilling the wants of the individual. Among them are:

• A sense of being connected to others in a way 
that would make it necessary to negotiate and 
compromise. Remember when we had to take turns?

• A sense of being connected to others in a way that 
would cause us to laugh together and learn how to be 
good losers and gracious winners.

• A sense of being connected to each other that would 
make us realize that we all have a responsibility to 
and for each other. That sometimes what I want and 
what the group (family, class, co-workers) needs are 
different, and for the sake of the common good, my 
wants may need to take a back seat.

During December, our country celebrates a time of giving. All 
of us have something for which we can be thankful, but often, 
because we don’t have a sense of being connected to others, 
or because we don’t have a sense of the common good, it’s 
easy to focus only on our own problems or what we don’t 
have. 

December is a good time to help our children (and 
ourselves) recognize that all of us are connected, and this 
earth on which we live makes us neighbors. It’s a good 
time to focus on the needs of others and break out of our 
own isolation. It’s a good time to think of “we” instead of 
just “me.”

Volunteering to help someone else, whether you know 
the person or not, offers us a chance to do something 
purposeful. Our children need to be given opportunities 
to do something for others. I know it is hard to get them 
to do jobs at home—sometimes it is a real challenge. But 
our children love to be helpful. They (like we) want to be 
asked for their help, not told what to do. Perhaps sitting 
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down with your children and explaining how much you 
count on them to do their jobs around the house—how 
much it means to you and how much it matters—would 
make the ordinariness of these jobs take on a new 
meaning.

Beyond that, give some time to do something with your 
child for someone else. All of us are busy, and all of us are 
stretched to the limit financially, but doing something to 
help someone else takes the focus off our own problems 
and helps us to see that we matter, we can make a 
difference, we can make someone else’s world better 
even in a small way.

Talk to your children about how you and they are spending 
time, and reconnect—even if it’s uncomfortable, and 
even if it means you have to practice negotiating and 
compromising about what you watch or listen to together.  
Spend some time with the computer games off. Play a 
board game like Yahtzee, Monopoly or Uno. Take the time 
to teach your child a game you liked to play as a child.

Lastly, be aware of the conversation you have with your 
children and with each other. Try to notice how much of 

the conversation is about “me” and see if you can move it 
to more about “we.”

Each of us can do something, and together we can be a 
mighty force for good. Having helped someone else, and 
having connected as a family, it will be easy to recognize 
how much we have been blessed with God’s Abundance. 
We really don’t need more!

We will indeed be points of Light, and Hope in this 
world. There is a group called the Christophers who have 
a saying: “It is better to light one candle than curse the 
darkness.”

During this month, we can all light our inner candles and 
become the flames of Light and Hope that our children, 
our family, our city, our country, our world need. All it takes 
is some re-thinking about what we do, and how we do it. 
All it takes is focusing more on we than me. Let’s “fire 
up” our Light and Hope, and be goregeous points of 
light ourselves.

I carry you all in my heart, and 
in my prayers.

It’s not every group of friends that graduates from high school and 
remains close friends for four years after graduation, but that’s how 
close Cornell Williams, Josh Pickering and Andrew Civiletti became 
during their time at Hope Hall. Although they have gone in different 
directions for work, they enjoy getting together to socialize.

While at Hope Hall, Cornell Williams was involved in student council, 
basketball and soccer. After graduating, he initially became a security 
guard at Allied Universal (AUS), but he recently accepted a position as 
a security guard for Harris Beach, where he enjoys that he now works 
mornings.

“Hope Hall encouraged me to become more social and to talk to 
people more,” he shared.

 He went on to say that he felt Hope Hall’s environment allowed him to 
connect one-on-one with teachers and contributed to his success.

Josh Pickering, who played basketball at Hope Hall, is happy to be working the early morning shift at Hammer Packaging as 
a materials handler, which gives him free time to get together with friends and participate in other activities. 

If you have food delivered, keep an eye out for Hope Hall Alumni Andrew Civiletti, who currently drives for Door Dash. He 
loves being able to make his own hours. When not working, he enjoys the flexibility to be able to get together with friends.

He looks back proudly on his years at Hope Hall, sharing that he initiated a flag football program at the school. When asked 
about his experience at Hope Hall, he smiled and said, “There are great teachers at Hope Hall and a great woodworking 
program. I send a shout out to Miss Ann and Mr. Hopp!” 

Andrew Civiletti, Josh Pickering and Cornell Williams (L. to R.)
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One-Day Holiday Woodworking Sale on December 11

Beautifully handcrafted furniture, toys, decor and more!
Select additional vendors will also be present

Clip the coupon below right, to save $5 off any one woodworking item priced at $30 or more!
Just one coupon per household please.

Cash, check and credit cards are accepted.
Masks are required!

Don’t Miss Our One-Day Holiday Woodworking Sale
Join Us on Saturday, December 11 from 9 am to 3 pmJoin Us on Saturday, December 11 from 9 am to 3 pm

in Hope Hall’s Gym for this once-a-year Sale!in Hope Hall’s Gym for this once-a-year Sale!

Hope Hall Gymnasium Hope Hall Gymnasium at at 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester
Please enter through the main doors behind the school and head to the gymnasium.Please enter through the main doors behind the school and head to the gymnasium.

Off-street parking available behind the school.Off-street parking available behind the school.

P.S. Visit https://hopehall.org/mrs-claus-experiences-hope-halls-woodworking
to discover what Mrs. Claus has to say when she stops by Hope Hall’s 

woodworking center during her Experience Hope tour!



Hope Heroes, A Gala to Remember

New signage is popping up around the Hope Hall building thanks to the 7th graders in Ms. 
Hauser’s ASL class. They have spent the past few weeks creating signs with Bold Black letters 
and a QR code that can be scanned by any iPhone or Android phone, and that will lead you to a 
video of a student teaching the signs for the area you are in! 
The 7th graders started off the project by writing a 
professional letter to Sister Diana, Mrs. Droegmoeller, 
and Ms. McLean asking for permission to hang the 
signs around the building. It was a resounding YES, 
so they created an order form for any faculty and staff 
to order their own customized signs. They then spent 
several class periods practicing the signs and finally 
recording the video that would be uploaded to YouTube 
and turned into a QR code. 

Ninth graders Riley Frieda and Monica Allen also contributed to the project for 
Community Service hours, spending their lunch time with Ms. Hauser to get some 
extra recording in. When the signs were finished, the 7th graders hand delivered 
them to their eager customers. Their final task was to present their project during 
the high school and middle school Community meetings.   The 7th graders had 
two goals; promote more access to members of the community, and to teach 
more ASL.   
Next time you come into the building—look around. The signs are everywhere!

Mia signs an ‘M’ for Mrs. McLean

Mrs. Hauser’s students post Mrs. Pitman’s 
and Sister Diana’s signs

Ms. McLean Shows off her sign

Ms. Gunda and Mrs. Purcell provide guidance for 
difficult ELA passages.

At the end of the day, there’s nothing like a good 
game of foosball!

Using a spinner and working with partners 
makes learning fractions more exciting.

Hope Hall’s library is the perfect place to work 
on reading.

Answer a science test question from Mrs. 
Capozzi, then roll the dice and move that many 
spaces in Chutes and Ladders.

Rick Hopp demonstrates a tool, then he guides 
the students in using it to handcraft their own 
creations.

Happening Around School

Making Hope Hall Accessible through QR Codes and ASL



Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall Classroom
When 4th Grade Student Riley Scott suggested to Mrs. Trotta that his father, who 
is a helicopter pilot for the Army, would be willing to come in the Wednesday before 
Veteran’s Day to make a presentation, Mrs. Trotta jumped at the opportunity!

Shortly after lunch, Chief Warrant Officer 3 C.J. Scott and his co-pilot Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Adam Wilcox came to Mrs. Trotta’s classroom, dressed in their regulation 
camouflage Army uniforms to make a presentation about life in the Army.

The two men brought a model of the Chinook helicopter they fly out of Scottsville, that 
is capable of carrying up to 36,000 pounds. While they principally transport supplies, 

people, or up to three vehicles, on occasion they’ve even transported pallets of water to flood victims, or huge round bales 
of hay to horses stranded by a flood. 

When the students wanted to learn more about how the two men got involved in the army, Officer Scott explained that he’d 
gone to one year of college, and decided to join the Army at 19, so he could obtain training there and not come away with 
large student loans. Having always wanted to be a mechanic as a kid, he was happy when he was assigned to become a 
helicopter mechanic. Over time, as he repaired them, and then watched them fly away, he decided he wanted to apply to 
fight school so he could actually fly the vehicles. Officer Wilcox joined at a slightly older age. Having always hoped to be a 
fighter pilot as a child, the idea of becoming a helicopter pilot was intriguing.

The students sat listening intently as the two officers answer the barrage of their intriguing questions, such as what their 
training was like, the type of tools they use, what their food is like, whether they’d been overseas in the war, what the 
geography of the countries they’d visited is like, and even whether they could dye their hair purple (they cannot, and their 
hair has be be above their collar). 

When one student asked if there was a TV in the helicopter, Officer Scott pulled up a photo of the cockpit with five screens, 
and explained what each was used for. The helicopter they now fly is the army’s newest version, and the two men had to fly 
to Savannah, Georgia for two months to be trained on it. They explained that for two hours of flight time, it takes five hours 
total time, including advance preparation, flying time, and post-flight responsibilities.

At the end of the presentation, the students presented the officers with an enormous poster filled with thank you cards from 
the class, and each child was excited to receive a variety of Army merchandise with logos, including hats, towels, backpacks, 
pens, lanyards and more.

Officers Wilcox (l.) and Scott show a Chinook in the air

All the students have loads of questions! A proud son enjoys his father’s presentation

Officers Scott and Wilcox point out Chinook features

Mrs. Trotta’s Class with Officers Wilcox and Scott 

A grateful thanks to the Officers and to all Veterans!

Two Army Helicopter Pilots Visit Hope Hall for Veterans Day



Hope Hall Alumni Success Stories
In 2005, as part of the 100th Anniversary celebration of the founding of 
Rotary, a small but might Rotary Club, Rochester A.M. Rotary, turned a 
massive weed and crab grass area into a gorgeous garden for Hope Hall’s 
students and staff to enjoy.

Since that time, members of the Club have continued to maintain, 
water, weed, and “put to bed” this garden treasure. The Rochester A.M. 
Rotary Club adopted Hope Hall in April 1995, and have been faithful and 
generous supporters of our students and our school ever since. 

Here is a “reflection” from Bill Witt, the main man behind our garden, about the most recent day of service given by 
Rochester A.M. Members:

We had a great morning to put our garden to bed for the winter.  
Jeremy (Smith) and Joyce (Duckles) got to meet Sister Diana and 
Patty (Maurer), and Margret (Roberts) and Bob (Kern) joined us for 
a very productive morning.  Sister showed us she is no slouch as she 
was hauling  buckets of water out of the pond and dragging hoses 
into the school cellar.  Margret, who is still recovering from surgery, 
was cutting back things and raking.  Margret had previously removed 
many mums from the crowded circular garden. Jeremy, Joyce, and 
Patty worked hard to dig out the anemone which has spread too 
much throughout the garden.  Bob and I raked and loaded the truck to the gills with all that we cleaned out.  

Sister made the job a bit easier this year by having some of the Hope Hall students remove the remaining 
marigolds yesterday, so we owe them a debt of gratitude as well. Thanks to all who contributed. 

     - Bill

How Does Our Garden Grow?



Deck the Halls with...
“A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to persevere and endure in 

spite of overwhelming obstacles.”
~Christopher Reeve

Over the past two years, we as a world, a nation, and a community, 
have all developed a greater appreciation for ordinary individuals doing 
extraordinary things. 

For many of us, we have never before faced obstacles so persistent and 
unrelenting as we have over the last couple of years. But, for students 
at Hope Hall, born with neurological and/or medical conditions that 
create barriers to learning, every day is a challenge. From the time our 
students are young, they are faced with stumbling blocks that can feel 
insurmountable. When seemingly simple instructions present processing 
problems, these young people can quickly become frustrated and, if not 
given the right support, give up. 

Furthermore, these challenges do not go away. Our students will live with them for the rest of their lives. They face them at 
home, in the classroom, in their social lives, and, eventually, in the workforce. 

BUT, at Hope Hall, we teach our students the skills they need in order to overcome these challenges. AND, we teach more 
than just academics. We teach character and values: perseverance, sacrifice, courage, honesty and integrity, to name a few. 
These values have given our students the skills needed to overcome obstacles and succeed, in the classroom and beyond.

But, our students cannot achieve this without YOU. 

If you have already responded to our annual fund appeal, thank you. If 
you have our mailer in your “to-do” pile and are planning to send in a 
gift soon, thank you. If you have given in the past, and will in the future, 
thank you. 

Over three-quarters of the funding for our education programs and 
services comes from generous donors like you.

For other ways to support our students, call our Director of 
Advancement, Samantha Standing at 585-426-5824 ext. 107. 

We cannot provide our students a Future Full of Hope without you and we are sincerely grateful that you “keep caring,” 
“keep being kind,” and “keep giving back.”  THANK YOU!

 If you would like to donate online, go to:  http://hopehall.org/ways-to-give/annual-appeal-2021/. 

NEW THIS YEAR !
If you would like to make a holiday gift in honor of a friend, family member, or someone you know, jot us a note on 
the Annual Appeal Form you send back, or indicate it in the notes section of the online form.
As a token of our gratitude, we will send one lovely student-designed Christmas Card to you for each person in 
whose honor you indicate you are making a holiday donation. The card will contain a donation acknowledgement, 
and there will be plenty of space to add your own personal note before you mail or hand deliver your card this 
holiday season.

A Future Filled with Hope through Hope Hall’s Annual Appeal
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one

student at a time.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Rochester, NY
Permit No. 516

Experience

March 12, 2022
Italian American Sport Club of Rochester

Save the Date!

DetailSto Follow!


