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OPTIMISM

“You and I must, by our lives,
build a world in which we are
as certain of the perpetuation
and flowering of life as we
are of the triumph of spring.”
– Joan Baez
If you are someone who
is a regular reader of our
Newsletter, then you know that
every month since September
11, 2001, we at Hope Hall have made a very conscious,
deliberate choice to do all we can to end violence in our
world. We know that each act of violence starts with an
individual’s choice, and an individual’s words.
We began this school year with a theme of developing
a culture of Hope as one very big step we could take
to do our part to reduce the violence in our world. We’re
ending this school year with the theme of Optimism.
After a long winter and more than a year of tremendous
suffering for so many in our country because of
tornadoes, floods, COVID, loss of loved ones, loss
of jobs, and so many other things, starting the year
with Hope and ending the year with Optimism as a
framework for our thoughts and actions makes sense as
important steps to take in our personal efforts to reduce
violence. Without Hope, Optimism is really difficult.
Without Optimism, anger and frustration build, and
violent words and violent actions follow.
Those of you who may be new to Hope Hall may be
thinking now, “Yeah, right – what hopeless Idealism.”
You can be forgiven for those thoughts. They
are understandable coming from the pessimism,
hopelessness and pervasive violence that confronts
us every day. But at Hope Hall, we know, and firmly
believe, that each of us has personal power that allows
us to make choices, and every choice we make directly
impacts not only ourselves, but everyone around us.
Since love is stronger than hate and good is stronger
than evil, each time we choose not to practice violence,
either in our words or actions, we are adding to the
power and influence of love and goodness in our world.

Here’s where OPTIMISM comes in, and is desperately
needed. Optimism is the force that motivates us to
keep going, even when times are hard and everything
seems bleak. Optimism is the force that enables us to
practice HOPE – to believe that the struggle may be
long, but it’s definitely worth it; that in the end goodness
and love will win. Optimism is what brings parents to
Hope Hall when other schools and districts have made
it clear that their child is never going to amount to much.
Optimism is what keeps our teachers and staff at Hope
Hall, even though they could be making much more
money elsewhere. Optimism is what makes donors
send gifts to Hope Hall – from $5 to $50,000 – because
they believe that our students really can learn when
given an educational environment that teaches them
differently because they learn differently. Optimism is
what enables us to look at a problem and recognize
that within each problem lies an opportunity to make a
change that will bring about something really good.
During the month of June, we will help our children, from
the youngest seven-year old to the oldest 19-year old,
begin to look for the positive and the good in everything
that occurs in their everyday lives.
Our children are surrounded by images and attitudes
of pessimism and hopelessness, both of which
are breeding grounds for violence. As a Hope Hall
community, each of us will work to help students acquire
a different lens through which to look at the situations
that they encounter each day. Some of the steps we will
take include:
• H
 elp them to “unpack” and “unload’ negative
baggage they carry regarding school and their
ability to be successful.
• H
 elp students acquire skills that will enable them
to sit and have conversation with someone with
whom they are having conflict, allowing both of
the children the opportunity to be heard, and
also to really listen to the other student’s point
of view. This will help each student realize that
every disagreement or conflict doesn’t have to
end with a “winner” and a “loser,” and will reinforce
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collaboration, cooperation, and empathy. A
difference of opinion or a conflict offers each one
an opportunity to learn from the other and both
can grow, and learn, and become a better person
through the interaction.
Parents, grandparents and guardians of our children can
help develop OPTIMISM at home. Here is one simple
thing you can do. When your child comes home,
Don’t ask, “How was your day?” You are likely to
hear all kinds of negative things because they’ve
just finished six hours of hard work and had a bus
ride home that was long and more than likely noisy.
Even though most of their day was good, if they’re
over-tired or crabby from the bus ride, what you’ll
hear will be negative, or nothing at all. Instead, give
them something cold to drink, sit down with them
and say, “Tell me 3 good things that happened
today.” This is very concrete. They’ll have to slow
down and sift through their thoughts, and your
question will cause them to focus on the good. The
more they practice this, the better they will become
at filtering out the negative. This kind of focused

question may even start a good conversation with
your child. Whatever you do, don’t let them get away
with saying, “Nothing good happened.” That answer
is a cop-out and if you allow it, you’re giving your
child permission to stay stuck in only looking at the
bad.
I invite every adult reader of this Newsletter to try
deliberately practicing OPTIMISM during this month.
Try to notice and stop patterns of negative thinking
that race through your mind. Before you go to bed,
think of, or make a list of, at least five good things that
happened to you that day. I truly believe you’ll find that
this one practice will make a huge difference in how you
experience each day.
May God bless each of you and your family in your
efforts to think and act and speak with more OPTIMISM.

Hope Hall 8th Grader’s Art Speaks for Racial Justice
Congratulations to 8th Grader Brady Putnam, whose work was featured in the UR Medicine Bridge Art
Gallery’s recent exhibition, “Youth for Racial Justice: Not a Moment, but a Movement.” Young people from
across the Rochester area were invited to respond to calls for action for racial justice, both across the nation,
and in our own community. The show was held in partnership with Pediatric Behavioral Health and Wellness
Outpatient Services’ Racial Justice Initiatives Group with support from the William and Mildred Levine
Foundation and Golisano Children’s Hospital.
Brady explained his lovely work, entitled “Shalom,” saying “Shalom means “peace”
in Hebrew. Our world needs peace right now. It is
in front of us, but we need to look for it (like in my
painting). I painted this while
watching the President’s
inauguration – I picked blue
for Dr. Jill Biden’s coat and VP
Harris’s coat.”
Lovely work on an important
issue, Brady. Thank you for
this!
“Shalom”
Brady Putnam
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Flip for Hope Hall’s Art Program
In many public schools, art is considered a “special,” so when a student has
difficulty with a subject and needs additional help, the specials are often
replaced with more in-depth academic instruction. This means that prior to
coming to Hope Hall, many of our students had never experienced the joy of
participating in regular art classes and learning to express their creative side
through the visual arts. Because of Hope Hall’s Learning for Mastery Program
and smaller class sizes, art and music become part of their regular curriculum.
The art work throughout Hope Hall is testament to the variety of art projects
and mediums to which Aydin Ture, Hope Hall’s Art Teacher, introduces his
students. For each project, he takes a step-by-step, multi-sensory approach
that encourages research and exploration, followed by drafts, where the student
can move the project forward or change his or her mind about the end goal.
Mr. Ture explained that if the student has a solid rationale for changing the
final design of the project, he allows it, but if the child changes the design out
of concern about achieving the chosen effect, he encourages the student to
persevere, and helps him or her find a way to accomplish the desired piece.

Danielle, Grade 6

On a recent visit to the art room, Aunnali was painting a work inspired from
TikTok, Emilyn modeled a costume she was designing based on the Lil Bit
video game “5 Nights at Freddys,” and Danielle showed her favorite colors of
acrylic paints – Leap Frog and Melted Ice Cream – that she mixes for all to
use, because she realizes many students aren’t as comfortable mixing colors
as she is.
One of the most recent art projects done by the entire 9th grade class was
taking new, but plain, skateboards apart, developing their own custom designs
which they painted on the decks, and replacing the wheels to turn them into
unique and exciting works that any skateboard enthusiast would do a flip over.
For more on Hope Hall’s art program, watch our website and follow Hope Hall
School on social media.
Aiden, Grade 9

Aunnali, Grade 6

Konnor, Grade 9

Emilynn, Grade 6

High Hopes Golf Tournament Registration Form

Get ready for an exciting day on the greens! Hope Hall will be hosting its 27th Annual High Hopes Golf Tournament at the Links at
Greystone on August 2 with registration at 9 am and tee off at 10 am.
At this tournament, which always sells out, we’ll be playing a scramble format, and our event includes contests, breakfast, lunch and
dinner, a 50/50 raffle, a live auction, awards, and cartloads of fun! Safety continues to be our top priority, and should any adjustments
in the program be needed, we will be in communication.
If you or your company would like to become a sponsor and support the educational programs at Hope Hall, there are numerous
options that will provide great visibility while helping students succeed. For more information on sponsorship, visit HopeHall.org or
contact Samantha Standing at (585) 426-5824 Ext. 107 or Samantha.Standing@HopeHall.org.
Whatever you do, don’t putt around! Reserve your foursome today! You’ll be teed-off at yourself if we sell out before you get
your reservations in.
Name ______________________________________Company Name___________________________________
Address _____________________________________ City, State, Zip __________________________________
Phone __________________________ E-mail _____________________________________________________
I can’t attend, but wish to donate $______
Please register me for (check all that apply)
$750 Foursome $______

$190 Golf for One $______

TOTAL $__________

Payment Options:
___ Enclosed please find my check made payable to Hope Hall for ____________________
___ Please charge my credit card $_______________
____ Visa

____ Mastercard

_____ American Express

_____ Discover

Cardholder’s Name: __________________________ Billing Zip Code _______ Billing House # _______
Card Number _____________________________________ Expiration Date __________ CVC _______
Signature __________________________________________________________________________________
GOLF TEAM MEMBERS

GOLFER 1:

GOLFER 3:

Name:

Name:

Email:

Email:

GOLFER 2:

GOLFER 4:

Name:

Name:

Email:

Email:
Please send completed form and payment to:
Samantha Standing, Director of Advancement
Hope Hall School ~ 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624

Portraits of Success
At Hope Hall, we believe…no, we know that every child can experience success at school, and in life. We
teach our students the skills and give them the tools to overcome the learning challenges they face. As in the
community at large, not all of our students follow the same path, and that is as it should be. Every person has
his or her gifts and talents to share with the world in his or her own way.
We always love hearing of the success of our alumni, and we recently got
news regarding the following two former students, of whom we’re very
proud.
Jenee Lo Presti – Jenee graduated from Hope Hall’s 8th grade in 1997,
when the school did not yet have a high school.
Sister Diana recently received a donation from her parents along with a
note from her father indicating that, until she came to Hope Hall, Jenee had
been “one of those lost kids” who struggled with learning, but that Hope Hall
had given her the tools and loving environment to grow. He went on to say,
“Hope Hall was so impactful in Jenee’s educational development that Lynn
and I are forever grateful to you, and Hope Hall School.”
Sister Diana recalls that during her years at Hope Hall School, Jenee was
always a hardworking student who put 100% effort into everything she did,
and she obviously continues to do so, from the news in her father’s note.
Mr. Lo Presti proudly shared that Jenee is now working hard as a lunch lady
at Long Ridge School, is living in an assisted living facility with seven other
women, and is doing just great!

Jenee Lo Presti’s 8th Grade photo

He also shared that, upon hearing that her parents were making their annual donation to Hope Hall,
Jenee also decided to make her own generous contribution.
Thank you, Jennee, and we are just thrilled for you.

Rachel Marissa Rutledge – Rachel is a member of Hope Hall’s first class
to graduate from our high school in the class of 2012.
She never let the fact that she learned differently stop her from putting
tremendous effort into her studies. She told Mrs. Robinson, her English
teacher, that someday she was going to be an author.
Rachel was accepted into RIT when she graduated from Hope Hall, and
spent the next two years as a psychology major. But Rachel’s passion for
writing, and her drive to be an author took over, and on May 1st, Sister
Diana had the privilege and joy of attending Rachel’s book signing of her
first novel Love Lost No More.
Sister read Rachel’s novel and can assure everyone that it is a very tender
story that you will thoroughly enjoy and won’t want to end.
Rachel has her own website: Rachelthestoryteller.com. She is a wonderful
example of the values we help our students to develop: perseverance,
hope and optimism.

Rachel Marissa Rutledge’s author
photo

Congratulations, Rachel Marissa, we are so proud of you.
If you, or someone you know is an alumni of Hope Hall, please contact Carol White Llewellyn at
Carol.WhiteLlewellyn@HopeHall.org to share that individual’s story of success!
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Staff Shout Outs
We’re always proud of our staff, and we know how important they are to the success of our school and our
students, so we love hearing from parents and other members of the community.
We received these two great tributes that go out to the entire team at Hope Hall:
“I would like to say thank you to all the staff and faculty, you guys have had the hardest job
dealing with our in-school students and juggling all the online students. You guys are the best,
keep up the great work and I hope to finally be able to see you all again in person next year.”
~ Jamie Rothfuss
“Sincere Thanks for helping me get uniform shirts for Angus!! You are appreciated!”
~Roxanne Henry
An anonymous writer sent this warm note: “Mrs. Robinson is helpful on giving every
student advice on speeches and on projects we do in careers. She is helpful with
quotes and how we should put them in our words.”

Wendy
Van Ark

Michelle
Robinson

Thanks to Courtney Eck for sharing this message: “Mrs. Van Ark is just an amazing
teacher! She has helped Ryan grow academically and socially in so many ways. She
cares so much about her students and goes above and beyond for them. We will be
forever grateful that Ryan had the opportunity to be in her classes.”

Caurie Putnam sent this thoughtful note: “Ms. Hauser is kind, perceptive and always
seeking to bring out the best in her students both academically and socially. We always appreciate
her communications home. Also, the assignments she gives are always so creative, inclusive and
equity based. We are so thankful Ms. Hauser is one of Brady’s teachers!”

Sarah
Hauser

Celebrating Our Seniors at Hope Hall
Because of COVID-19, no one quite knew how this year would finish. Fortunately, it turned into a pretty great year and,
thanks to our return to full-time, in-person learning, we’ve been able to plan lots of activities to celebrate our Seniors.
Toward the end of April, Seniors and faculty gathered on the front lawn to splash around a little color as they tie dyed
clothing, masks, and anything that didn’t move! Check out the photos on the back cover of this newsletter.
The week of May 17 was Senior Spirit Week offering Seniors an opportunity to dress down, with a different theme every
day including Meme Monday, Switch It Up Tuesday, Workout Wednesday and Throwback Thursday. On Friday, then entire
school was invited to dress down in Rainbow colors. The $1.00 fee for dressing down supported activities for the Seniors.
On Friday, May 21st, there was also a Senior Dinner, featuring food from Wimpy’s, games and fun.
Both our Seniors and our Juniors are looking forward to the Junior/Senior Prom on June 25. Committee members are
collaborating to create what promises to be an extraordinary evening to remember.
Best of all, our Seniors will be able to celebrate their graduation in-person. The gymnasium has been measured out
so that each Senior will be able to invite members of his or her family to sit together in socially-distanced pods, so
family members won’t have to miss out on this important milestone. Of course, for family members who can’t attend in
person, we will be streaming the ceremony. Watch our website, your email inbox and social media for final details of the
graduation that will take place at 2 pm on June 12.
It has certainly been a year that will go down in history, and we’re so proud of our Seniors. We congratulate all of you on
your achievement, and wish you the very best going forward. You will always be part of our Hope Hall Community.

Jacolby, Mrs. Mott, and
Hiacinth, on Switch it Up
Tuesday l. to r.

Cameron, Grace, Lauren,
and Isabelle, on Switch It
Up Tuesday, l. to r.
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.

A Splash of Spring Color at Hope Hall
Seniors and staff celebrate spring and the return to full-time, in-person learning on “Tie Dye Day”

