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Last month in my Director’s Corner, 
I talked about Empathy, putting 
yourself in someone else’s place 
and trying to see things from their 
point of view. This month, we will 
focus on two values that help to 
build our capacity for empathy.
In our English Language Arts 
classes, students are taught 

about synonyms – words that mean the same, or almost 
the same thing. During the month of March, our focus 
for character development will be on two synonyms 
that I am fairly certain our students have seldom heard 
as synonymous, even though their meaning is critical 
for building a strong Community, and even though 
many adults have the expectation that their meaning is 
fully understood. These words are collaboration and 
cooperation. 
If you are a regular reader of our Newsletter, and have 
a good memory, you may recall that collaboration and 
cooperation were a focus for our school last March as 
well.  I am repeating the focus this year because these 
two values require a lot of practice for us as adults, as well 
as us for our children.
I believe that our children are unfamiliar with these words 
because they are seldom used in everyday vocabulary. In 
fact, two opposing values seem to get the most attention 
in our world today: fierce competition (someone always 
has to win, everyone else loses; getting ahead and being 
first/best at whatever the cost is what matters) and rugged 
individualism (me first, what’s good for me is what should 
be good for everybody, it’s all about what I want/need.) 

Collaboration and Cooperation run contrary to these 
prevalent societal values, and yet they are basic to what 

it means to be human. 
Collaboration means working together with others 
to achieve a common goal. Cooperation means 
almost the same thing, but for me there is a slight 
difference. Cooperation means working together 
for a common goal, but it also means getting along 
with those with whom you are working, honoring 
differences of opinion and styles of doing something, 
and appreciating the fact that there is always more 
than one way to achieve any goal. In other words, 
collaboration is what you do in working together, and 
cooperation is how you do it. 
John Burgh, a leading expert in the science of the 
unconscious and how our brain works without our 
awareness, says that humans come “factory equipped” for 
compassion, generosity, and cooperation. In fact, one of 
our innate, built-in goals is to cooperate. In other words, 
cooperation is what God always intended when God 
created humans.
In a book titled The Book of Joy, the Dalai Lama states 
that so much of our stress is created by our seeing 
ourselves as separate from others. This goes along with 
the quote I started my Director’s Corner with—Archbishop 
Tutu’s African word Ubuntu-we are all connected. When 
we see ourselves as separate from others, when we are 
constantly comparing and making judgements about how 
we’re performing and the performances of others, when 
we think we have to have all of the answers, then stress, 
anger, frustration, and fear take over. 
If you need evidence of this, take a look at the partisan 
politics, and the fear of anyone who is not just like us 
that dominates our schools, our nation, and our way of 
thinking. This is not what God intended for us when God 
created humans. We were created to be social beings 
who need each other in order to be our best selves. 
We were created to be a community, collaborating 
and cooperating with each other to achieve the best 
outcome for all. We were created to be interconnected, 
not un-connected. 
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“Ubuntu: We are who we are through one another; 
our humanity is bound up in one another.”

- Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Eighth Grade student Sophie Phillips was having a rough day when she came up 
with the idea for her “Kindness Cards.” 
“I wanted to make others feel better than I felt right then, so I took index cards and 
colored pieces of paper, drew designs, wrote messages on them, and then left them 
around school and on window sills to make a difference in other peoples’ days.” she 
explained.
When her teacher, Miss Kaitlyn Hamilton, found out about Sophie’s project, she 
encouraged Sophie to take the project school-wide, and helped Sophie create 

Kindness Cards on neon colored paper that anyone can fill out, and give to people they want to cheer, or to post them 
around school, brightening everyone’s day! Sophie hopes this project will encourage a school full of kindness.
“Now, people come up to me and say, ‘I was having a bad day, and then someone gave me one of those cards, and I felt 
better,’” which of course, makes Sophie’s day.  In fact, if you ask her how she feels about the reactions to the cards, she 
smiles, puts her hand over her heart and says, “My heart...fireworks!”
When asked what final thought she’d like to share with readers, she wisely said, “In a world where you can be anything, 
be kind.”

DIRECTOR’S CORNER, Continued
During March, our emphasis in classes will be on the fact 
that each of us is responsible for, and essential to, the 
success and learning of all.
Here are some things you can do to help reinforce the 
values of collaboration and cooperation at home: 

1. If you have assigned “jobs” or responsibilities to your 
child(ren) at home and you have to constantly remind 
them to do it or find yourself “yelling” at them because 
the job isn’t done or isn’t done correctly, try this. Sit down 
with your child and explain the importance of the job for 
the good of the whole family. Tell your child that you know 
s/he cares about the family and that this job will help 
everyone. It doesn’t matter if this job is doing the dishes, 
or making his/her bed; it’s important and the family is 
counting on him/her to do it. All children, especially our 
students, need to know that people are counting on 
them.

2. When your child does the job that you’ve given him/her 
to do, don’t just take it for granted. Tell your child that you 
appreciate what a big help s/he is to you and the whole 
family. Those words and a hug from you mean a lot 
more than an allowance. 

 3. As parents of our students, please be sure that the 
job you have given your son/ daughter is something your 
child is capable of doing successfully. Most of our students 
have memory problems and when they get home from 
school they are mentally worn out. If you ask them in the 

morning to turn on the crockpot at 4:00 p.m. when they 
get home, they could easily forget and the whole family 
will be negatively impacted. Setting up a routine of daily 
responsibilities or a visual reminder system, such as 
a white board, of what his/her role is in contributing 
to the well-being of the whole family, will increase 
your child’s ability to succeed and decrease stress for 
everyone.

4. Check yourself on how well you are doing in your own 
situations at work. Are you simply collaborating with others 
to get the job done, or are you adding the dimension of 
cooperation to that job, letting others know that they 
matter? Do you stay out of workplace gossip and offer 
to support a co-worker who may be struggling or 
feeling overwhelmed? 
I truly believe that as we all grow in paying attention to 
our  interconnectedness and operating in collaboration 
and cooperation with others, we will find this increasingly 
easy to do because it is “in our hard drive” and what God 
“programmed” us to do. We will also find ourselves and 
our children much less stressed. 
Count on my prayers for each of you as God blesses our 
effort to become more fully human and live in community 
with others.

DIRECTOR’S CORNER, Continued

SOPHIE’S KINDNESS CARDS, AND THE RIPPLE EFFECT



Lilies for Easter

Last year at Easter, Hope Hall’s PTSO sold Americana Easter lily plants to help raise funds to support 
the work of our Parent Teacher Student Organization. The sale was so popular and the flowers 
brightened so many homes, we chose to offer them again.

These lovely plants, which come in a 6” pot, range in size from 12” to 14.” They are hearty, long-
lasting, and make wonderful gifts for others or to enjoy yourself, especially since they are the perfect 
size for beautiful tabletop decorations. They are available for $9.00 each, and can be picked up at 
school on April 7, 8, 11, 12, 13 or 14 between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm.

Please invite family, friends, colleagues, and employers to buy a plant, and please don’t forget to 
purchase some as a gift to yourself. Thank you in advance for your help in spreading the word and 
for your support of our students and our PTSO!

They are in limited supply, and will be available on a first-come, first-served basis, so order soon!

Hope Hall’s Lilies for Easter Sale
Money must accompany orders. Please return the order form and 

cash or check to school by Friday, March 25, 2022.
On April 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, and 14, orders can be picked up at school between 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM.

Total # of plants @ $9.00 each____________________________________  To order by mail, please return this
Name (donor or student)___________________________________________  form to: Hope Hall School
Amount Enclosed $ _________________________________________________  Attn: Hope Hall Lilies for Easter Sale
Grade of student_____________ (if applicable)    1612 Buffalo Road Rochester, NY 14614
Parent/Donor Signature_______________________________________________
Parent/Donor Email: __________________________________________________ 
Parent/Donor Phone No. ______________________________________________



Hope Heroes, A Gala to Remember
Last October, we learned that a task force had 
recommeded to the Rochester City School District Board of 
Education that, beginning next September, busing would 
no longer be available to students who live in the City, but 
attend Charter Schools, Private Schools, Religious Schools, 
or Urban/Suburban Schools located outside of the City 
limits.

Hope Hall is located 2 miles west of the City line, and this 
would mean that 47% of our current students would no 
longer receive bus transportation to Hope Hall next year. 
It also meant that no new city students who enrolled at 
Hope Hall for next year would have bus transportation. The 
effect of this recommedation would be devastating for our 
students, and for our school.

Adult members of the Hope Hall community attended 
meetings of the RCSD School Board and sent emails 
expressing concern, and listing all of the reasons why this 
should not happen. Then our students were given the 
opportunity to learn a very practical life lesson about how 
to use their words to influence change.

Each student wrote a letter to the members of the School 
Board. The teachers directed the students to tell the School 
Board members why it was important for them to continue 
their education at Hope Hall, and what impact the decision 
not to bus would have on them and on their families.  That 
was the only direction or prompting the students received.

The letters they wrote were profound. A copy of every 
letter was made for each member of the School Board and 
hand-delivered so they wouldn’t get lost in the mail. 

On January 27th, it was announced that the 
recommedation was being pulled and would no longer 
be considered. Sr. Diana and Hope Hall Principal Mrs. 
Droegmoeller received an email from Commissioner James 
Patterson saying how much he was moved by our students’ 
letters and that they influenced his decision. He wants to 
visit our school because of these letters.

The following are some of the letters that our students 
wrote. We will also print some in our April Newsletter. 
Because so many of you are supporters of our school and 
our children, we thought you’d like to read what the school 
means to them, in their own words.

Dear Rochester City School Board,
My name is Linda Fox and I have been attending Hope 
Hall for 5 years now.  I play basketball, I’m artistic, and I’m 
a hard worker.  Before I came to Hope Hall, school was a 
big struggle for me, I would get bullied pretty badly. I also 
would get pulled out of classes 90% of the time and when 
I would come back to class I would be behind and I didn’t 
have any support to help me get caught up.
One way that Hope Hall made a positive difference in my 
life is I get a lot of support in classes, things get explained 
to me more, and the teachers don’t get mad when I need 
something repeated.  Also, I’m not as sad as I was before 
in my previous school, and I no longer want to hurt myself. 
Now, my parents don’t have to worry if they are gonna 
get a call about me.  Furthermore, Hope Hall helped make 
a difference in my family’s life by helping my parents not 
worry if something bad is going to happen to me, or if they 
are going to get a call with bad news about me.
Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I hope that 
you will think about not taking the buses away from the 
students that need to be successful at Hope Hall.

Sincerely,
Linda Fox

Dear RCSD,
My name is Rayshunn Bostick. I’m 13 years old. This is my 
first year at Hope Hall. My favorite class is art because we 
have supplies we didn’t have at my old school and we do 
here, so it’s fun and I made a sword. It’s so cool.
At my old school it is different because in the classes they 
don’t really help me because there were a lot of people in 
class. The school was violent. They weren’t nice, they were 
bullies.
I really want to keep coming to this school. Please do not 
take my bus away.

Rayshunn

Hope Hall Students Voice  Their Thoughts on Busing



Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall Classroom
Dear RCSB,
My name is Nevin and I have been at Hope Hall for 6 
years. Before Hope Hall, I was bullied by students and 
even teachers. They said that I would never graduate and 
would be a dropout. I could not read and my sentences 
were horrible. I couldn’t spell “shoe” without sounding it 
out loud, and when I asked for help, people laughed. I was 
not getting the help that I needed, and was unable to keep 
my grades above passing.
Since coming to Hope Hall in 7th grade, everything has 
changed. I am now graduating with a regents diploma 
and going to college for Law Enforcement or Crinimal 
Justice, something that I thought would be impossible until 
I started going to Hope Hall. I used to get anxiety over the 
work the school would give, or the homework they would 
assign, but at Hope Hall they give you as much work as 
you can handle, and I don’t feel overwhelmed with how to 
do it.
At one point in time, I felt like giving up on school and life 
because the bullying in public schools was so bad. I was 
bullied by teachers, students, and bus drivers. However, 
thanks to buses that go to Hope Hall I was able to get 
back on track and focus on my life and what to do with 
the opportunities I was given. I know many kids in the 
Rochester City School District need buses to transport them 
here so that they can get a chance like I did.
I thank you for your time. Just know that buses mean a 
lot more than you think to us, since many of us don’t have 
transportation. It also lets us have a bonding experience 
with the drivers. I hope that you can reconsider your 
decision to take away buses from private schools like Hope 
Hall.

Sincerely,
Nevin

Dear Rochester City School Board,
My name is Jamilah and I have been attending Hope Hall 
for 10 years. I am also 17 years old. I played soccer for my 
12th grade year. Another detail about myself is I have been 
at Hope Hall since 3rd grade.
One way that Hope Hall has made a positive difference 
in my life is that the teachers have helped me a lot while 
I was having trouble with work. Another way Hope Hall 
made a positive difference in my life is I get called on in 
class because my class is small and I get what I need. 
Furthermore, Hope Hall has made a difference in my 

family’s life because my mom gets better reports about me 
and hears that I am learning better in my classes. Also, the 
school helps out my family if we need something.
Thank you for reading this letter. I hope that you will think 
about the future of the students at Hope Hall because if 
you take away busing from Hope Hall, students will not be 
able to get the education that they need to be successful.
Sincerely,
Jamilah

Dear RCSB,
My name is Chris Rothfuss. I’ve been at Hope Hall for 8 
years. I’m a senior this year and going into college for 
zoology after I graduate. Before I came to Hope Hall 
I was told that I was way under where I needed to be 
academically. I was told that nothing was going to help me 
succeed and I would fail my way through school and live 
with my parents forever. Also, before Hope Hall I would get 
so overwhelmed with the classwork and homework the 
school provided because of constant interruptions from 
kids who didn’t care about school and were there because 
they had to be. I remember how fast the teachers would 
go through the lessons and not slow down or go back and 
make sure I understood the topic.
Hope Hall has had such a positive impact on my life. 
My first week at Hope Hall was amazing. I felt like I was 
actually smart because I undersood the lesson with great 
detail, instead of feeling so far behind and wanting to 
quit and have a breakdown. The way Hope Hall teaches 
students is beyond outstanding. Hope Hall is a school 
that gives children and teens with learning disabilities an 
exponential chance for success when they were told they 
had no chance. Hope Hall makes them feel like they can 
do the things they want. This school gives them the Hope 
and guidance they need to build up the confidence to say, 
“even though I have a learning disability, I have what it 
takes to take on the real world.”
Thank you for taking the time to read this. I hope you can 
understand something. Hope Hall isn’t just a school, we 
are a commmunity that gives kids and teens a second 
chance at learning. If busing to this school stops, almost 
47% of the students will have to go back to a city school 
and ruin their second chance to succeed in life. Please 
don’t take that away from them.
Sincerely,
Chris Rothfuss

Hope Hall Students Voice Their Thoughts, Continued



Hope Hall Alumni Success Stories
At Hope Hall, we believe that, if given enough time and the right learning environment, all children can be successful 
learners. Our instructors use Sister Diana’s Dolce Method for Learning Mastery© instructional program, which teaches the 
full New York State curriculum, as well as organizational skills and social skills, in a non-traditional, multi-sensory way. 

The following projects are examples of those principles in action.

Mrs. Rachel Capozzi’s 4th Grade class is studying New York State history, and the 
current unit focuses on the Indigenous people of the State. The Iroquois Nation used 
Wampum, made of shell beads, to document their cultural, political, and military 
history, as well as to tell stories. To simulate the experience of creating wampum 
designs, Mrs. Capozzi’s students used a template, creating their own patterns—often 
with personal significance—and then strung colored beads on pipe cleaners to build 
the designs.

The students then took shoe boxes and 
glued popsicle sticks to the outside, adding 
a roof of construction paper with a hole that 
would allow smoke from a fire to escape, 
in order to create the Longhouses in which 
the Iroquois people lived. From designing 
the interiors of the longhouses, with the 
fire pits, shelves for food, and bunks for 

bedding, they learned about what it must have been like for several families to live 
together as a community under one roof.

Ms. Amie Fouchie enjoys challenging her math classes by using Escape Rooms. 
Her students really love the challenge of working through the math problems, which 
are made to feel like games. In her 7th grade Pre-algebra class, she set up a series 
of Escape Rooms to help the students understand Order of Operations through 
puzzles. As they work through each set of puzzles, they demonstrate that they 
understand the concept. Completion of one set of puzzles allows them to advance 
to the next set of puzzles.

Not only do Escape Room math 
problems engage the students, they 
help build critical thinking and problem 
solving skills. Ms. Fouchie pairs students 
that have stronger abilities with those 
students who are not as advanced in 
that skill set, which gives everyone 
the chance to work collaboratively in 
groups, so they can learn from each 
other. With each level they complete, 
their skills are reinforced, helping to build their confidence.

The 4th Grade and their Longhouses

The 7th Grade explores the Order of Operations

An Escape Room Pre-algebra puzzle

Constructing the Longhouses

The 7th Grade explores the Order of Operations
Sample of Escape Room Problem

 The Dolce Method for Learning Mastery in Action



Deck the Halls with...
While studying Social Studies, Ms. Angeleen Trotta’s fifth 
grade class has been constructing architectural structures from 
the cultures they are studying. Using boxes, construction paper 
and paint, the students created temples from the Maya and 
the Aztec civilizations. Some of the temples include symbols 
representative of the highly-developed writing system used for 
communication across their culture.

Ms. Sarah Hauser’s American Sign Language classes are working on the “All Around 
Town” unit in which her students learn the signs for buildings and structures that can 
be found in communities across the United States. Because today’s world is designed 
for hearing individuals, which poses difficulties for the Deaf and hearing-impaired, Ms. 
Hauser incorporated the concept of DeafSpace into the project, to raise awareness 
among her students of accessibility issues for this population.

The students in each class worked 
individually, as well as in groups, using 
recycled materials to construct community 
buildings such as stores, restaurants and 
cafes, a baseball field, and even a McDonalds. 
After learning the signs for their buildings, 
they invited faculty and students to stop by for 
a tour of their towns.

Shawn Rooney, who is a GIS (Geographic Information System ) Planner for Wayne County, agreed to judge the 
towns, based on their accessibility. The class with the most accessible town received certificates acknowledging their 
achievement.

Hope Hall News
THANK YOU!  

The results are in! Thanks to everyone who cleaned out their closets and donated 
used clothing and linens to Hope Hall’s donation shed, St. Pauly Textiles collected 
60,645 pounds of clothing during 2021, which produced enough to clothe an 
estimated 11,172 people across the world. As a result, Hope Hall received 
$2,426 from St. Pauly Textile, all in support of our kids!

THE GIFT OF POETRY ONLINE 
In January, we shared news of the Poetry Slam that took place at Hope Hall right before 
the Christmas break. Many of those poems are now available online in a downloadable 
booklet that also includes photos from the event. To read the poems or download the 
booklet, visit: https://hopehall.org/gift-of-poetry/.

Derrick adds signage to the stadium

The 5th Grade displays their Temples Maddie’s Temple symbols

7th Graders show the signs for their buildings
Two 9th graders show the signs for their buildings

 The Dolce Method in Action, Continued
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   WATCH FOR FULL DETAILS, COMING SOON!

August 1, 2022

SAVE THE DATE!

SAVE THE DATE!


