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OUR STUDENTS NEED SOME “SOLE MATES”

Each of you reading this
newsletter has been part of the
miracle of Hope Hall.
Dear Readers,
My Director’s Corner for May is
going to be very different. I am
using this as an opportunity to
ask you to consider helping
our students in a a very
concrete way.
Each year in May, we have a major fundraiser for
our school called Walk for Hope. Our school has
an annual operating budget of $3 million which
we raise “from scratch” each year. The Walk for
Hope is one of four events that helps us to do this.
Twenty-eight years ago when our school opened,
we made a very conscious decision to be a school
for children who needed us, not just a school for
kids who could afford tuition. The annual cost to
teach a child at Hope Hall is $22,000. The most
tuition any family pays out-of-pocket is $5,700, so
every family with a child at Hope Hall essentially
gets a $16,300 scholarship, and more than 87% of
our families get additional financial aid, based on
income and need.
From a strictly “business perspective,” starting
each year with a $16,300 deficit for each
“customer” is a terrible business plan. But Hope
Hall has always been God’s plan, and while many

who look at financial facts with corporate eyes
really believed our school would close after
six months, the eyes of faith helped us to look
beyond those facts, trust God, and believe in
miracles. Each of you reading this Newsletter
has been part of the miracle of Hope Hall. I never
take that and God’s power working within us for
granted.
Each student, as well as all the faculty, staff,
administrators and Board Members, are asked
to raise at least $100 in sponsorships for this
Walk for Hope. We walk for a mile around our
neighborhood, and then return to school for a
fabulous picnic sponsored by Wegmans on Lyell
Avenue. After that, the students all participate
in games and activities similar to a carnival,
so the day is a real celebration of Hope and
our Community. Students from our soon-to-be
graduating Seniors to our youngest 8 year olds
all participate together as one big “family,” which
is what our community is like for many of our
students.
As you all know, the price of everything—milk,
food, and gas—has all increased dramatically,
while wages have not. It is going to be very
difficult, if not impossible, for many of our students
who already live in poverty, to reach this $100
goal, especially if a family has more than one child
at Hope Hall.
Here’s where you can help. Would you consider
sponsoring a student as a “Sole Mate,” with a
gift of $5.00? This would be a great help for our
students and would help them to see how many
folks, whom they don’t even know, believe in
them.
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER, Continued
If sponsoring a student for the walk is not
possible for you at this time, then please pray for
good weather on May 26th. That would also be a
big help for us.

perpetuation and flowering of life, as we are in the
triumph of Spring.” ~ Joan Baez

I am deeply grateful to each of you for reading
our Newsletter, for all the feedback you give to
me about our Newsletter—that keeps me going!
And most of all, I am so deeply grateful to you
for your support of our school, and for your belief
in our children.
May God abundantly bless each of you and your
families. May you and I, with our lives, continue
to build a world in which we are “as sure of the

FIFTH GRADE BUSINESSES HELP FUND WALK FOR HOPE
The Fifth Graders in Mrs. Angeleen Trotta’s class have been busy creating micro-businesses to help
raise money for the Walk for Hope.
After each student decided who they would collaborate with and what they wanted to make, they
developed signage and a business plan that they presented to Sister Diana for permission to move
forward with the project.
The students did a great job of presenting their proposed businesses, and every business got approval
to proceed.
Out came the seashells, glitter, paint, rubber bands, blocks of wood, glue, pin backs and other crafting
materials, and the students began carefully creating their items that included book marks, pins, head
bands, bracelets and necklaces, signs and more. They will sell their creations to classmates and
teachers during lunch periods in May, to raise money, as a class, for Walk for Hope. Below, you can see
their creativity in action.

WALK FOR HOPE - WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
We love when the community gets involved in the Walk for Hope! It’s super easy to sign up to participate as an individual,
or as a group, or organization. You can walk as an individual, or form a team with your friends, family, co-workers,
sports club or other group, and choose a date to walk anytime during the month of May.
Ceate your team or individual page using the link on: https://hopehall.org/walk-for-hope/
Once there, click “Create a Team or Individual Page” and follow the step by step instructions. If you need assistance
setting up your page, contact Meg Pickering at 585-426-5824 ext. 108 or email her at Megan.Pickering@hopehall.org.
Once the page is created, promote it on social media or email it to friends and family. Use the link to:
•
•

Gather team members, schedule your own day during the month of May, and host your own Walk for Hope.
If you prefer to walk alone, or not to host a walk, you can still help out! Simply create a page and invite friends,
family, co-workers, and members of your community to help you raise funds for Hope Hall’s Walk for Hope.

Another great way to support the Walk for Hope is to A) Sponsor a specific student, or make a donation so those
students unable to raise $100 can become successful; or B) Donate gift cards in the amounts of between $5 and $25 to
places such as McDonalds, Five Below, Wal-Mart, Target, Abbotts, etc. that can be used as a “thank you” to students who
achieve or exceed their $100 goal.
We look forward to seeing how YOU will Walk for Hope. If your friends, team or group is participating, take a photo on
the day you walk, and share it via social media with the hashtag #WalkforHope.

Walk for Hope Sponsorship/
Gift-in-Kind Commitment Form

Please return form to Hope Hall Advancement Department, 1612 Buffalo Road Rochester, NY 14624
Name________________________________________ Business/Co. Name_________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________City _________________________ State________ Zip_______
Contact Person ________________________________ Phone (_____)__________________ Email _____________________
Sponsorship Level:

$100

$50

$25

$5

Other $______

In-kind Donation

If you are sponsoring a specific student, please list his/her name here: __________________________________________
Gift-in-kind Contribution Description: _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Payment Method:

Cash

Check (Make payable to “Hope Hall”)

		

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Name on Card ___________________________________________ Card # ________________________________________
Expiration Date ______/_______ CVV # _______ Billing Address (skip if same as above) ___________________________
Authorized Signature _____________________________________________________ Date _________/_______/_________

Hope SUSTAINABLE
Heroes, A GalaBOOKS
to Remember
Ms. Shelby Dunning tries to focus on real-life applications in her Environmental Science classes. The year began with
her classes exploring such topics as ecosystems, carrying capacity, bioms, carnivores vs. herbivores, and other topics
pertaining to the environment. They then transitioned to environmental problems such as different forms of pollution.
The focus in the second part of the year is on sustainability, where the students work on projects in which humans can
positively impact the environment.
In March, Ms. Dunning sent an email to faculty and staff asking for donations of used paper. Ms. Dunning’s 12th Grade
Science classes then, literally, ripped the paper to shreds. The ultimate goal was to upcycle the paper into books. In a
multicultural crafting class in college, Ms. Dunning had studied the ancient art of Coptic book binding, which is a way
of binding books without glue or staples. This style of book binding is attributed to early Christians living in Egypt some
2000 years ago. And it definitely captured her students’ attention and interest!
Each student was asked to create forty pieces of paper in the multi-week sustainability project, using the following
process:

Step One: Shred enormous piles of paper in all colors into
small pieces. Place the shredded paper into a powerful
blender, along with ample amounts of water, and blend,
starting on a slow speed.

Step Three: Place
the mold on what is
called a couching
cloth that absorbs
the moisture. Tamp
the mold down with
a sponge to force
out excess water
and smooth the
paper pulp. Tip the
flattened, wet pulp
onto a clean cloth
and allow it to dry.

Step Two: Add several blenders full of the pulp to basins
of standing water, then evenly cover the deckle (which is
a rectangular frame with mesh screen) with the pulp. If
the mix is too thin, it will fall apart; too thick, and the final
product becomes inflexible. Hold the deckle over the basin
and allow the moisture to drain.

About the Paper Creation
Different colors in the original paper creates pulp
producing variety in the shades and patterns, depending
on how the student mixes the pulp and adds it to the basins
and the deckle.

Everyday
SUSTAINABLE
Heroes in the
BOOKS,
HopeContinued
Hall Classroom
Step Four: Iron the paper
on both sides with a warm
iron, then allow the pages to
be flattened for a day or two
within a book or compressed
between two flat surfaces.

Step Five: Cut front and back covers to size and decorate
the covers.

Step Six: Trim the pages to size to match cover
size. Use tape to reinforce the inside edge of the
paper, then punch evenly-spaced holes through
the covers and pages with an awl. Next, use
a tapestry needle and waxed thread, to stitch
the books so that the pages are exposed on all
sides, and so the book will lie flat when opened.
Be sure to visit: https://hopehall.org/
sustainable-books/ to see the final creations!

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD VIDEO STORY PROJECT
Unspoken: A Story from the Underground Railroad is a wordless picture book by
author Henry Cole that is done in beautiful line drawings showing the story of a young
girl who helps a runaway slave.
Ms. Kayla Swan used the book as inspiration to have her 9th Grade ELA students
write their own version of the story, sharing what they thought was happening in the
illustrations. Each student had the opportunity to read his story in front of the class,
practicing public speaking skills while sharing his creativity. The stories were welldeveloped with smooth transitions and rich detail. While all of the stories shared the
common thread of a young girl helping a runaway slave, the variety of interpretations
of the book was fascinating.
The readings inspired the idea to have the students work on a
collaborative version in which the group picked out favorite parts from
each student’s story to include, matching certain elements, such as the
girl’s and the cat’s name, across all sections.
At that point, Hope Hall’s Marketing Manager Ms. Carol White Llewellyn
recorded the story, with each student narrating the section he wrote, to
create a video book entitled The Girl Who Helped the Underground
Railroad. Watch the video story on Hope Hall’s website at: hopehall.org/
underground-railroad-video-story/.

Ms. Swan, Ms. Pursel and the Authors

THE HOPE HALL DIFFERENCE
To raise awareness of Hope Hall and to

help new families who could benefit from
Hope Hall’s unique educational model
discover the school, we interviewed
some families to produce a new video.
The first video in “The Hope Hall
Difference” series features three Hope
Hall Families. It is being featured on the
KidsOutAndAbout website throughout
the month of April to help reach new
audiences..
We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to
the Burt Family, the Meschi-Thomas Family and the Rothfuss Family for agreeing to take part in the
first video of “The Hope Hall Difference” campaign series, and for sharing their experience with the
school so thoughtfully, and with such candor.
To watch the video, visit https://hopehall.org/parents/hope-hall-difference/. In the future, we will be
posting the complete interviews done with these families, as well as interviews with other famillies
who have recently been interviewed, or who will participate soon.

LETTERS FROM THE HEART
Below, we share more Letters from the Heart, written
about our school, by our students, in response to the nowdefeated proposal to stop busing.

difference in my family’s life because I am getting what I
need at Hope Hall. My family has been very pleased that I
am receiving an education in the way I need.

My name is Samjana Reela Gurung
and I have been attending Hope Hall
for 7 years. I play badminton and
baseball at school. I like painting
in my spare time. Before I came to
Hope Hall, I was not doing well in
my classes because we had a large
number of students in my school/class
so I used to struggle with my class
work and I used to be afraid to ask the teacher for help.
I also struggled with speaking English because in my old
school we had a lot of Nepali people so I used to speak in
Nepali all day long at school so it was impacting me from
learning English as well.

Samjana Gurung
Class of ‘22

Hope Hall has helped in many ways such as getting over
my fears of advocating for my educational needs. Now
I am not afraid to ask for help anymore. I am able to
speak up for myself and ask for help with anything that I
am struggling with. Furthermore, Hope Hall has made a

My name is Angus. I have been
attending Hope Hall for 4 years. I am
now in the 9th grade and loving it.
Before I came to Hope Hall, school
was rough and stressful because the
school was so big I didn’t know where
to go, and I couldn’t stay organized. I
was often bullied.
One way that Hope Hall has made a positive difference
in my life is that there is less bullying and violence.
Furthermore, Hope Hall has made a difference in my
family’s life because they see me happy
Angus Henry
Class of ‘25

HIGH HOPES GOLF TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION FORM

Get ready for an exciting day on the greens! Hope Hall will be hosting its 28th Annual High Hopes Golf Tournament at the
Links at Greystone on Monday, August 1 with registration at 9 am and tee off at 10 am.
At this tournament, which always sells out, we’ll be playing a scramble format, and our event includes contests,
breakfast, lunch and dinner, a 50/50 raffle, a live auction, awards, and cartloads of fun!
If you or your company would like to become a sponsor and support the educational programs at Hope Hall, there are
numerous options that will provide great visibility while helping students succeed. For more information on sponsorship,
visit https://hopehall.org/high-hopes-golf-tournament/ or contact Samantha Standing at (585) 426-5824 Ext. 107 or
Samantha.Standing@HopeHall.org.
Whatever you do, don’t putt around! Reserve your foursome today!
You’ll be tee’d off at yourself if we sell out before you get your reservations in!
Name __________________________________________Company Name__________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________ City, State, Zip ______________________________________
Phone __________________________ E-mail _______________________________________
I can’t attend, but wish to donate $______
Please register me for (check all that apply)
_____ Foursome(s) @ $750
Golfer 1
Name:
Email;
Golfer 3
Name:
Email:

______ Golf for One @ $190

TOTAL $__________

Golfer 2
Name:
Email:
Golfer 4
Name:
Email:

Payment Options:
_____ Enclosed please find my check made payable to Hope Hall for $____________________
_____ Please charge my credit card $_______________
______ Visa ______ Mastercard _____ American Express _____ Discover
Cardholder’s Name: ______________________________________ Billing Zip Code _________ Billing House # _______
Card Number _____________________________________ Expiration Date __________ CVV _______
Signature __________________________________________________________________________________
Please send completed form and payment to:
Samantha Standing, Director of Advancement - Hope Hall School ~ 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624

EST. 1994

1612 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624
Phone: (585) 426-0210
Fax: (585) 426-3319
www.hopehall.org
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins,
one student at a time.

Does your workplace promote
giving to United Way?

CHOOSE HOPE HALL
UNITED WAY
DONOR OPTION
#2108

Did you know that the ONLY way
Hope Hall students receive
funding from the United Way
is through donor designation?
Please consider choosing
option #2108 to help ensure
our students have access to
the type of education they
need and deserve.

