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Our theme for October ties in with our
September focus on building a Community.
During October we will focus on the value of
Hospitality.

that say “Private - Keep Out,” how do we connect? How do we begin to
practice hospitality? How do we open ourselves to others and graciously
offer them what we have?
I think the first step is to be aware of the fact that maybe we’ve
forgotten about hospitality. The second step is to consciously decide to
do something about it, remembering that we can only change ourselves
and hope that our efforts might create a desire in others to do things
differently.

We define hospitality as the act of
welcoming another person into our
If we let our choices reflect our Hopes for a safer and more peacespace, into our life, and letting the person filled world, what steps do we each need to take to put our fears
know that s/he matters.
aside and view every person as someone who matters and is to be
How can we become a group of people who care about what happens to valued?
each member of the group if we view our group through a very narrow
lens and don’t see all people as being connected?
The terrible war and devastating atrocities going on in Ukraine are
impacting all of us around the world, not just in terms of higher gas
prices and the cost of grain, but also, and maybe more importantly,
seeing and feeling the impact that war is having on our spirits as we
watch with deep sadness and a sense of horror, at how cruel and
ruthless people can be toward other people.
The massive outbreak of violence in our country is also impactng our
spirits. It is becoming so easy to say, “Why should I care about anyone
except me and my family?” When this sadness of spirit and narrowness
of who is deemed worth caring about takes over, fear is given
tremendous power and looms large.
Hospitality is a value that needs to be taught, nurtured, and cultivated
in order to become a way of life, especially in today’s world. Our
children are growing up in a world in which fear of the “other,” fear of
anyone “different” is becoming an abnormal “norm.” Self-protection,
self-centeredness, self-concern, all seem to be ways of “protecting”
ourselves and creating a culture of isolation, which in turn, promotes
a culture of fear, neither of which gives rise to a culture of Hope. God
created humans to be interconnected and in relationship with each
other, not with just a few. When families have more than one car,
several phones, several TVs, several computers, several bathrooms, and
people are plugged into their own personal devices behind closed doors

On the last Friday of September, our school had a dress down day to
raise money to help the people of Puerto Rico. While I talked to the
students about why we were doing this, I asked them to name all the
things they could think of in their homes and school that use electricty.
Then I asked them to name all the ways they use water. Drinking was
the obvious, but what about flushing toilets and taking a shower or
cooking?
When I told them that the hurricane that all but destroyed the island
of Puerto Rico would leave the people with no electricity or water for
several months, and maybe the whole year, they embraced the people
of Puerto Rico as members of our Community, and couldn’t wait to do
several things to help.
During the month of October, we will teach the students at Hope Hall the
meaning of “hospitality.” We will help them to be open and welcoming
to others in the following ways:
1. Teachers will use several opportunities to group students differently
and will create opportunities for them to have to learn to share or
negotiate for what they need/want. The emphasis will be on helping
students to see themselves as a needed member of a whole, not an
independent individual.
2. All of us will really concentrate our efforts on letting each member of
our Hope Hall community know that he/she is well-liked and important.
Emphasis will be placed on helping everyone see the goodness in each
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member of the Community and on welcoming each person into our
individual lives by creating time and space to really “be” present to
more people than just our personal friends.

5. Ask yourself mid-day, and before you go to bed each night, the
following question: “What did I do or say today to let people in my life
know that I like them and enjoy being with them?”

3. Students will learn to look visitors in the eye, greet them warmly,
shake their hands, and offer them assistance.

6. Put yourself in the shoes of an immigrant family, try to imagine what
they might be struggling with, and try to think about what you can do to
ease that struggle.

Here are some things we can do as adults to increase our own sense of
hospitality, and to model the virtue for our children:
1. Have lunch with a co-worker not usually included in your group.
2. Greet the friends your child brings home warmly—help them to feel
welcomed at your home (without being intrusive).
3. Be more mindful of how much thanks you’re giving to the people
who serve you in stores or doctor’s offices, or elsewhere.
4. Declare a “family time”—perhaps it can only be for two hours once
a week, but do something together. This does not mean being in the
same house at the same time all doing different things. It means doing
something—playing cards, playing a board game, watching a movie
and eating popcorn together.

Helping people feel welcomed and valued makes accepting people
for who they are so much easier. Developing the value and habit of
hospitality makes it much easier to be non-violent—it’s hard to be
hurtful in words or actions toward people you are welcoming into
your life.
I think that you’ll find these efforts to open yourself to others, to
welcome others into your life, to be women and men of hospitality,
greatly boosts your own inner peace and adds greatly to developing a
culture of Hope.
May each of our efforts be blessed, and may God who sustains us be
thanked!

Dewey Cafe, A Book Tasting Delight
Mrs. Donna Widera and Ms. Megan Combs collaborated on presenting a “book tasting” on September 23 to introduce
students to the Dewey Decimal System used by libraries to organize books. Their goal is to use this fun activity to help students
become familiar with different genres of non-fiction they might enjoy reading.
The three tables in the library were set with placemats and a menu of book options from the 600s that include “Science in
Action,” such as books on the body, vehicles, gardening, food and animals, and from the 700s and 800s that include art, music,
magic, sports, poetry and jokes.
The waitresses (a.k.a. our wonderful library volunteers) met the students and offered them laminated “menus” with the book
choices of the day from which the students could choose to read. The students got to move from one table to the next after
about ten minutes, in order to “sample” books from each section.
The students were enthusiastic about the book tasting, with the books on art, animals and the cookbooks having the greatest
popularity. One boy offered to share his grandmother’s garlic bread recipe with Mrs. Widera, and one girl happily commented,
“This is such a cute idea!”
Mrs. Widera and Ms. Combs plan to hold another book tasting at a later time to introduce the students to the 900s, which feature
biographies and history, in the hopes that the kids will find books they love and develop a taste for certain types of literature.

Who’s in the News at Hope Hall
Ms. Megan Combs, Middle School Reading Teacher - You may recognize Ms. Combs from prior newsletters, because
she spent her first two years at Hope Hall as the third grade teacher. When an opening arose this year, she chose to become
Hope Hall’s Middle School Reading Teacher, that would allow her to use her Master’s Degree in both general education and
literacy. The opportunity to focus solely on literacy appealed to her because reading supports all other academic areas.
Her goals include helping every child find “their book” that will make them love reading and understand that it’s for
everyone. She also hopes to help close some of the gaps and fill in missing skills that have been caused by the pandemic.
When asked what she’d like readers to know, she shared,“You read so many more times during the course of a day than
you even realize,” pointing out that everyone reads things on their phone, on menus, and in many other places they don’t even think about.
“Reading shows up in every facet of life.”
Ms. Nicole Farrak, College & Careers Business Teacher - Ms. Farrak brings a wealth of business and educational
experience to her position as College & Careers Business Teacher at Hope Hall. Most recently, she held a similar position at
Chelsea School in Washington D.C., which also specializes in students with learning challenges.
Ms. Farrak looks forward to helping students learn about the various positions available within each career field.
“Not everyone has to go to college,” she stated, pointing out that there are a lot of other great opportunities for students,
that don’t demand college, such as trade schools and apprenticeships. She points out that Hope Hall “really hits home” in
that area with its woodworking program that teaches vital skill sets many employers seek.
“And for those students who do want to go to college, many don’t know that they can take their IEP with them and that those needs must be
accommodated. It’s really important to look at all options.”
Ms. Farrak goes on to say how excited she is to get to know the students and their families, and help them reach their goals.
Mrs. Tiffanie Pierce, Special Education Services Coordinator - After graduating from Keuka College with a degree in
Unified Childhood and Special Education, followed by a Masters Degree in Literacy, Mrs. Pierce taught for 8 years, mostly
in the Rochester City Schools, specializing in Special Education. She was looking for a positive change where she felt she
could make a significant difference when she happened upon Hope Hall’s employment listing.
“My goal is to support the teachers and make sure the special education aspect doesn’t stress them out, because there are
so many legal documents and timelines involved. I also want to make special education less confusing for families, because
it can feel overwhelming, but if you break it down step-by-step, it’s not.”
Mrs. Pierce went on to say that she’s always trying to expand her knowledge and that she’s very excited to be able to use her special education
background in her new position.
“I walk down the corridors sometimes and think, ‘This is so crazy! Where am I?!’ because the kids are all so sweet and considerate.”
Mrs. Selena Wentz, College & Careers Transition Coordinator - Mrs. Wentz got her B.A. and Masters degrees in English,
then transitioned into Human Services, providing employment services to people with disabilities who live in group homes.
Immediately prior to coming to Hope Hall, she was an employment specialist at Holy Childhood School. She is thrilled that in
her position at Hope Hall, she’ll be able to combine her background in English, as well as her background in human services,
assisting Hope Hall’s students apply for college and employment.
“I’m happy to see that so many of our students want to attend college. I see my role here as being a resource for the
students as well as a guide.”
When asked about her vision for her work, Mrs. Wents replied, “I’ve always had an inclusion-based philosophy. I strive to
make people feel valued, and help them build on their strengths. I think that’s one of my strongest talents...helping people recognize their own
strengths.”

Hope Heroes,
Celebrating...
A Gala to Remember
Each year, toward the end of August, teachers begin preparing their classrooms for the joyful return of students. On the
first day of school, the minute students enter, the building becomes filled with energy and life, as students, teachers and
staff greet each other and exchange stories and adventures of the summer. Come along as we capture special moments
from the first day.

Teachers welcome the students

Everyone gathers for the first Community of the year

Sister Diana’s Community Message always inspires

The horse of many colors is a good gathering place

Work progresses on the new “Hope” poster

Friends re-united!

Miss Hamilton and her homeroom

Ms. Nasiatka and friends

Ms. Gunda and her homeroom

Ms. Swan and her homeroom

Everyday Heroes
Back
in the
to School
Hope Hall Classroom

Ms. Hauser and her homeroom

Mr. Schaller greets an old friend

Ms. Fouchie and her homeroom

Mrs. Van Ark and her homeroom

The Burying of the “I Can’ts” and the Blossoming of the “I Cans”
One of the core beliefs at Hope Hall is that our students CAN. They can learn, they can become self-confident young
people with strong self-esteem, they can blossom into global citizens who contribute to society and make a positive
difference in this world.
As an annual tradition that reinforces those beliefs, every year Hope Hall students and faculty write one thing they
believe they cannot do on a small sheet of paper and drop it into a hole in the ground, over which flowers are planted.
This year, they were dropped into large flower pots, into which mums were planted, to brighten our playground.
Following the ceremony, everyone enjoyed popsicles and being with each other.
As the flowers grow and flourish, so do those in our community, overcoming the things they thought they could not do.
As you can see, our mums are off to a great start, as are our students.

Putting Science Lab Safety Under a Microscope
The first things students need to learn before they start performing hands-on experiments in science
are lab safety procedures. In order to help students identify the many ways in which they need to
apply safe practices, Hope Hall’s Middle School Science Teacher Miss Kaitlin Hamilton, put science
lab safety under a microscope by setting up the science lab with numerous dangerous situations and
asking the students to observe and identify what issues needed correction.
Miss Hamilton had the science lab pre-set in advance with multiple safety hazards, and the students
were alerted before they entered the room that their role was simply to observe and take notes, but
to stay far away from the dangerous situations they encountered. She even posted “crime scene”
tape across the door to alert anyone entering of the hazard.
The first thing the students noted was that Miss Hamilton was dressed inappropriately for lab, because she wore no
safety goggles, her loose sleeves were a danger, her hair was not pulled back out of harm’s way (before photos were
taken), she was wearing open-toed shoes, and her ID badge dangled in front of her, all of which put her at risk.
As they reviewed the lab she’d set up to demonstrate unsafe practices, they found such hazards as an open flame next
to flamable materials, broken glass, beakers filled with unknown liquids that had spilled, risking a potentially dangerous
reaction, a plugged-in microscope next to scattered materials, a hot plate turned on with its cord dangling in the sink and
flamables nearby, a “poison chemical” (hand sanitizer with skull and crossbones over the label, masquerading as poison)
left in the open, trash littering the lab, and food—which should never be found in a lab—sitting on a shelf. The students
worked together to successfully identify every danger to ensure their lab would always be safe going forward.

A Back to School Thanks!
Special Thanks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Church of The Epiphany
Dr. Larry Dalzell and
Dr. Sheila Dalzell
DePaul
Mrs. Marylou Krest
Our Lady Queen of Peace &
St. Thomas More Church
St. Lawrence Church
Ms. Beverly Switzer
Mr. William H. Witt and
Ms. Patricia A. Maurer
Ms. Sara Zschoche

We’re sending an enormous thanks to the
many individuals and companies who helped
supply our students with much-needed
school supplies, including back packs, and
many essentials such as composition note
books, pencils and pens, colored folders to
help with organizational needs, and much
more!
We also thank the many people who
donated directly or anonymously to assist our teachers with helping stock their
classrooms with items on their wish lists.
Your generosity is very appreciated and makes such a difference in helping us
ensure our students and teachers have the supplies they need.

Don’t Miss Out on the Toast for Hope Gala’s Online Auction
Not attending the Toast for Hope Gala this year? No worries! Although we are not livestreaming the
Gala this year, you can still start holiday shopping early, treat yourself or someone you love to a special
indulgence or two, or find special woodworking treasures during the Gala’s online auction that will be
open for bidding from 9 am to 9 pm on Saturday, October 15. And best of all, all proceeds from any
purchases you make will go to helping Hope Hall students receive the education they need and deserve!
To take part in the auction, simply visit our web page (https://hopehall.org/toast-for-hope-gala/) on October
15, follow the easy instructions we will have posted, and use the link that will be part of the instructions
to make your bid on items of your choice that include our signature Hope Chests, unique wooden pieces
handcrafted in our woodworking shop, as well as a wide assortment of auction items. All auction items,
excluding the Hope Chests, plus select woodworking pieces, will be available for the “Buy it now” option.
If you’ve purchased tickets to attend the Gala, watch your email for information on registering for early
bidding on online auction items.
Multiple time slots will be available at Hope Hall between October 19 and 28 to pick up the items you’ve
won. Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for an early sneak peek at online auction
items. Happy Bidding!

Alvah Halloran Helps Lay Hunger to Rest
Alvah Halloran and Son Funeral Home has been serving the Rochester community since 1957, providing funeral and
cremation services, along with compassionate care to families in mourning. Ten years ago, they came up with the concept
for a fundraiser called “Hot Rods for Hospice,” which would support local hospice facilities. As part of what has become
a very popular Classic and Custom Car Show, many exhibitors donate non-perishable foods and goods to support Linda’s
Cupboard at Hope Hall. This program, called “Lay Hunger to Rest,” offers a reduced exhibitor rate, in appreciation for
helping to fill a hearse with food, which is brought to the school to help fill the food cupboard’s shelves.
This year, they, and friends at St. Pius X Knights of Columbus, presented checks of $1000 each from the proceeds of this
event to five different Comfort Care homes. They also delivered a hearse FULL of food to Hope Hall to assist our families
in need.
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins,
one student at a time.

Save the Date
Hope Hall’s Holiday Woodworking Sale
December 10 from 9 am - 3 pm

•
•
•
•
•

EXTRAORDINARY hand-crafted WOODEN items, perfect for gifting or keeping!
SOMETHING for EVERYONE on your list, even those for whom shopping is tough
Additional ARTISANS and vendors with a diverse assortment of CRAFTS
Music, a pick-your-gift raffle, and LOADS of holiday cheer!
FREE and open to the PUBLIC in Hope Hall’s gym

This Sale Is Elf-endorsed!

Watch for a discount woodworking sale coupon and our special
“Mischievous Elves in the Woodworking Shop” video, coming soon!

Hope Hall is located at 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY.
The entrance can be found through the parking lot, behind the school

