
Dear Readers,
Since 1994 we have been using the words 
“Connecting Children, Creating Community, 
Changing Lives” to describe the culture of 
Hope Hall.

In Social Studies class, our students learn 
that the word culture means a group of 
people’s shared ways of believing, thinking, 
and acting. In the business world, the word 

culture is often used to describe what makes one business different from 
another; what makes one car dealership different from another. The 
culture of that company or car dealership is the driving force behind its 
success, or its lack of success.

Anyone coming to Hope Hall for the first time immediately picks up our 
culture. They see and experience children who learn differently, most 
of whom come from families who struggle economically, fully engaged 
in learning and feeling very much at home in a school of their own 
whose culture is grounded in Community and Hope.

Our definition of Community is “a group of people who come together 
for a particular purpose, and who care about what happens to each 
member of that group.” Hope Hall is beginning its 29th year, and on the 
very first day of school each year for the past 29 years, our students 
learn that they did not just come to a school, they joined a Community, 
and that makes all the difference for them.

Prior to coming to Hope Hall, our children were not connected to other 
children. They were stuck in classrooms typically found in the basement, 
or some remote part of a school. They were rarely invited to birthday 
parties, never picked to be on teams, didn’t have friends, were the 
target of bullies day after day, and the list of things that kept our kids 
“apart” and feeling “different” goes on and on. Prior to coming to Hope 

Hall, our students were in schools where they were at best, tolerated, 
and where they were reminded every day that they really didn’t fit or 
belong.

The notion, then, of being a vital part of a Community is totally foreign 
to new students coming to Hope Hall for the first time each September, 
and it is the pedestal on which each of our returning students stands tall 
and anchored.

Developing a language of Hope is critical for our students, and for their 
parents who also often felt marginalized and left out of the educational 
system prior to coming to Hope Hall. 

The language of Hope is a way of speaking to another person, no 
matter what he or she has done, or finds it difficult to do, that says 
“I believe in you, I respect you, and I know that you are more than 
what I see right now.”

On the very first day of school, before they even go to their homerooms 
or meet their teachers, our students attend a Community Meeting. This 
begins the first of many conversations with the students about what 
being a part of a Community means in terms of their responsibility 
to, and for the learning and success, of everyone in the room.  I walk 
around the group holding an apple seed, a peach pit, and the seed 
from an orange in my hand. I ask the kids if they can tell me what these 
three things are. The “veteran” Hope Hall students smile because they 
know what I’m up to, and they let the “newbies” fall into my trap. The 
new students always tell me that the tree items in my hand are seeds 
or pits and sometimes they can even identify them by name. I say to the 
students “That’s all you see right now--an apple seed, an orange seed, 
or a peach pit. But when God looks at these three things, God sees the 
apple tree, the orange tree, and the peach tree that God intends for 
them to become. That’s how it is for you too. All you see is who you are 
right now. When God looks at you, God sees the wonderful leaders you 
are going to become because God has great plans for you. Your job 
is to do everything you can this year to prepare for that purpose and 
participate in God’s plan.”

That is the first step in the year-long process of developing the language 
of Hope. We end the first day with a ritual we have held since the first 
day of school in September of 1994. It is the ritual of burying an “I 
Can’t” statement.
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All of our students, (and indeed every one of the adults at Hope Hall), 
have something they think they can’t do. Each of us writes that thing 
down on a piece of paper and at 2:00 we assemble outside and place 
those statements into one of several holes. Then we place a plant in 
each hole and fill it with soil. As the plants grow and bloom throughout 
the year, so do we grow in erasing what we thought we couldn’t do.
There is a reason why our school is named Hope Hall. It’s because of 
the firm, rock-solid, unshakable belief that we hold that every single 
one of our students can learn as much and as well as any other student 
when given enough time and the right learning environment. 

The right learning environment is one that recognizes that our students 
learn differently and need to be taught differently. The right learning 
environment is one that teaches respect, responsibility, and empathy, 
and care for others with as much diligence as it teaches math, reading, 
science, English language arts, or any other subject.

The right learning environment is one that recognizes that the value 
of education is measured by the understanding and character of the 
person who is educated, not his or her score on some state test. 

Every culture perpetuates its shared beliefs, shared ways of thinking, 
and shared ways of acting, through its language. Each month our 
Newsletter will present aspects of our language of Hope, and invite 
you, our readers, to join us in developing this language in your own

life, not only for the sake of our children at Hope Hall, but also for the 
sake of the society and world that they will be inheriting. 

A language of Hope in the workplace means that regardless of 
the weakness of another employee, regardless of the rudeness of a 
customer, regardless of the personality of a Supervisor, we speak to the 
other person with the full belief that this person matters and is much 
more than just what we see in front of us. 

A language of Hope at home means that when we’re really angry we 
say “I’m really angry and need 10 minutes to calm down before I can 
speak to you. Please go to another room and I’ll get you in 10 minutes.”

A language of Hope at home means that adults realize that how they 
speak to their children - and each other - makes more of a difference in 
shaping their lives than anything we say or do. 

I encourage all of us to pay attention to our words and practice using a 
language of Hope. Remember that the person you’re talking to is just 
as important, just as precious, as you are. Watch what a difference it 
makes in your life and in the lives of everyone around you.

May God bless us all as we undertake these efforts, and begin a new 
year of Connecting Children, Creating Community, and Changing Lives.

DIRECTOR’S CORNER, Continued

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who made generous gifts 
to A Community Thrives, kicking us up over the $6,000 
mark. Your gifts qualified us for national grants of up to 
$100,000.  

This year, all funds raised through this initiative support 
Hope Hall’s no-cut sports program, from which so many of 
our students at Hope Hall benefit. Prior to coming to Hope 
Hall, when our students made a team, they often didn’t get 
the opportunity to actually play. At Hope Hall, everyone 
who wants to play a sport gets to play.

Another unique aspect to our sports program is that the 
students, not the teachers, select the intramural sports 

that are played. Our coaches and students are looking forward to this coming year’s sports offerings, which include soccer, 
volleyball, basketball, badminton, bounce ball and flag football.

So, to all who helped us raise $7,540 to help sustain and enrich our sports program, thank you for helping us through the goal 
posts!  We are thrilled to launch the 22/23 school year and help get our Hope Hall athletes working as a team and having fun.

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING A COMMUNITY THRIVES



HIGH HOPES GOLF TOURNAMENT 
THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

CHAMPIONS OF HOPE
Silver Sponsors

Bob & Donna Montgomery
Rochester Regional Health

Sage Rutty & Co., Inc.
Bronze Sponsors

Edward Jones

HOLE IN ONE SPONSOR
The Frank & Jean Iacovangelo Family   

Foundation, Inc.

CART SPONSOR
Upstate Commercial Real Estate Team 

Brokered by eXp Commercial

DINNER SPONSOR
Dolomite Products Co.

BEVERAGE SPONSOR
Craig Houck, Manning & Napier

LUNCH SPONSOR
Sage Rutty & Co., Inc.

SILVER SPONSORS
Angel Associates of Rochester, LLC.

HSBC Bank
Monroe Extinguishers Company, Inc.

John & Julie Odenbach

BRONZE SPONSORS
Bob & Amy August

FMS Education Foundation
Inland Harbor Marina

Lakeshore Wealth Partners of 
Raymond James

Frank & Donna Murano
ReMax Plus

Rochester’s Cornerstone Group, Ltd.
Mark Siewert

John & Liz Szczesniak

PRIZE SPONSORS
Dick & Mary Ellen Schauseil

HOLE SPONSORS
Five Star Bank

Timothy & Lois Leahy
Steve Oberst

TEEBOX ADVERTISERS
The Alongi Family
BMW of Rochester

Canandaigua National Bank
Christopher Williams Agency

Drs. Larry Dalzell and Sheila Dalzell
Laundry Hero

Proprius Worth Management
Sheen & Shine, Inc.

St. Pius X Federal Credit Union
What’s UR Scoop

VEHICLE SPONSOR
Hoselton Auto Mall

It was another fun and fabulous day on the Links at Greystone for our High Hopes Golf Tournament on 
August 1. This event has become so popular, it sold out even before Memorial Day this year! 

We thank all our Golfers, Committee Members, Sponsors, Tee Hole Advertisers, In-kind Donors and 
Volunteers for supporting our students. With your help, we netted more than $66,000 for our students! 
Thanks also to Volunteer Photographer Tony Zollo,  and to Casey Bortnick, Journalist and Anchor at 
Spectrum News for emceeing our tournament.

For more photos, visit our Tournament facebook albums at https://www.facebook.com/HopeHallSchool.



Hope Heroes, A Gala to RememberHURRAH FOR HOPE HALL SUMMER CAMP!
Hope Hall’s Summer Camp offered six weeks of learning fun. Mornings began with activities that reinforced academic 
skills, and the afternoons were reserved for sports, games, crafts, outings and other activities providing enrichment for 
our children. We send an enormous thanks to Glover-Crask Charitable Trust for underwriting Hope Hall’s summer camp, 
and to the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation, for sponsoring our campers’ visit to Genesee Country Village & Museum. 
We also want to thank the Italian American Sports Club, whose members run our Soccer Camp, which takes place 
during the final two weeks of Hope Hall’s Summer Camp. Volunteers at IASC instruct our campers on soccer skills and 
provide homemade lunches for our campers. Together, our donors, volunteers, faculty and staff helped our students hone 
skills that will help them thrive in the coming school year, and make memories that will last a lifetime.

Grilled cheese is the gourmet treat of the day in
 Mr. Schaller’s and Ms. Combs’ cooking class

Chalk it up to a great week of camp, new friendships,
 and lots of creativity!

The Great Egg Drop Escapade: Will the egg survive a
two-story drop in this student-designed structure?

The Great Egg Drop Escapade:
It’s not scrambled, so we have a WINNER!

A selfie on the gazebo at 
Genesee Country Village & Museum

Vintage firearms are fascinating at
Genesee Country Village & Museum

A Genesee Country Village & Museum 
docent shares 18th C. cooking tips

At Soccer Camp, the kids make lots of friends
within the Italian American Sport Club

Just chillin’ with Mr. Ture during “down time”
 at the Soccer Camp

The campers always get a delicious home-made lunch, 
prepared and served by IASC Volunteers

At Soccer Camp, the campers learn many new skills 
and enhance the ones they have already



Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall ClassroomASL ZOO AND CAPSTONE PROJECTS
The end-of-year projects in Ms. Sarah Hauser’s classes showed how much progress her students had made with American 
Sign Language during the fall and spring semesters. 

In one of the final projects, the students each chose an animal typically found in a zoo, researched the animal, created a 
poster for it, learned its sign, and then gave presentations on the animal to students, faculty and staff at Hope Hall. They 
shared such information as what the creature eats, how much it weighs at birth or adulthood, where and how long it lives, 
and many interesting facts that most people would not previously have known. Below, Caleb is in the process of making 
the sign for the elephant he drew, and Emylynn is making the sign for her Llama.

         

    ELEPHANT          LLAMA

The final project for the semester was the Capstone, in 
which the students collaborated on producing a Blackhawks 
Newscast. Each student was able to choose what role he or 
she wanted to perform, from producer, writer, newscaster or 
meteorologist, to ASL interpreter, sportscaster or interviewer. 
A group of teachers and students gathered to watch and enjoy 
the broadcast, shown on the large screen TV in the classroom. 
To view the Capstone Project newscast, visit: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_ZMSjLPvxw&t=14s.   

Adrian and Ricky Anchor the broadcast while Monica and Riley
 do ASL interpretation

Rafe interviews Ms. Kayla Swan, the recipient of
the Teacher of the Month Award

Students and teachers gathered to watch and enjoy the newscast



Hope Hall’s Toast for Hope Gala is always an event to remember, but this 
year’s promises to be even more momentous, because we’ll be celebrating 
together in a traditional setting for the first time since our 25th Annual Gala in 
2019.

We are thrilled to honor Donna & Bob Montgomery with the Robert W. August 
Inspiring Hope Award at this year’s gala. Donna & Bob became involved with 
Hope Hall in 2010, and in 2011, Bob joined the Board of Trustees, which he has 
chaired for numerous years. Donna served as an active member of the Gala 
Committee for years and helped contribute to the successful growth of this 
signature event. Mr. & Mrs. Montgomery are dedicated to supporting the entire 
Hope Hall community through hard work and generosity. Their commitment 
to helping our students thrive is truly an inspiration. We look forward to 
celebrating them, and the entire Hope Hall community, on Saturday, October 
15 at Monroe Golf Club.

As part of this incredible celebration, we’re delighted to announce that our 
Emcee for the program is Journalist and News Anchor Jennifer Johnson, 
featured to the left, who is now Director of Family & Community Outreach at UR 
Medicine Golisano Children’s Hospital.

This year’s gala includes:
• Our online auction of assorted gift baskets, Hope Hall’s signature, 

custom-designed Hope Chests filled with gift cards, and beautiful 
woodworking items hand-crafted in Hope Hall’s woodworking center.

• A cocktail hour followed by a delicious, gourmet dinner
• Call from the Heart
• Music and dancing

Ways to get involved:
• Become a Sponsor
• Become an advertiser, or share a personal message in our Gala program
• Donate in-kind gift items or a gift basket to our auction
• Donate gift cards to fill the Hope Chests
• Make a donation in support of our students 

To register for individual tickets, to purchase a table, 
or to get involved in one of the ways listed above, 

visit:  https://hopehall.org/toast-for-hope-gala/.

For more information, contact Samantha Standing, 
Director of Advancement, by calling (585) 426-5824, ext. 107

or by email at Samantha.Standing@HopeHall.org

TOAST FOR HOPE GALA



With 2022 winding down. you may be thinking about year end giving. This can be a great way to 
invest some of your hard-earned money into the community and make a positive impact. Traditional 
charitable contributions can have some tax benefits as part of an itemized deduction, but there are 
other ways you can make a gift too.

Considering a gift to Hope Hall?  There are a couple of easy ways to get even more tax advantage 
from your gift.  Consider gifting appreciated securities from your investments or, if you are over 70 1/2, 
consider making a Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD) directly from your IRA account.  

Gifting Appreciated Securities - If you own securities that have appreciated over time, consider using 
some of those in lieu of a cash gift to Hope Hall. The tax advantage here is that there will be no capital 
gains tax paid on the gifted securities.  For example, assume you own a stock at $10 per share and 
it is currently trading for $20 per share.  If you sell that stock today, you may pay capital gains tax on 
the appreciation. However, if you gift that same position to Hope Hall, you will get credit for the full 
$20 per share and will not have to recognize the gain or the related tax.  Hope Hall is a tax-exempt 
organization and therefore is not subject to capital gains tax.  

Gifting Directly from your IRA - If you are at least 70 1/2, you can direct a distribution from your IRA 
directly to a charitable organization. (Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) now start at age 72, but 
this ability to make a distribution directly to a charitable organization (Hope Hall) from an IRA remains 
at age 70 1/2). There are a couple of tax advantages to this gifting method.  First, the distribution 
never appears as income, so there isn’t any income tax due.  Secondly, because the distribution does 
not appear as income, it cannot impact your Medicare premium. Lastly, for those taking a Standard 
Deduction on their tax return, this still effectively reduces the income by the gift amount.  

Many individuals who are required to take money from their IRA but do not need it for living expenses 
have chosen to make QCDs from their IRAs to support Hope Hall. This may make sense for you too!

Tax Matters are very personal and you should always consult your tax 
advisor before making any contributions to be sure you are getting the 
maximum tax advantage. For more information on how your charitable 
contribution can help Hope Hall students, contact Samantha Standing, 
Director of Advancement by calling (585) 426-5824, ext. 107 or emailing 
Samantha.Standing@HopeHall.org.

By Hope Hall Board Member: 
Doug Parker, CFP®, AIFA®, AEP®, CHSA®
Senior Vice President
Sage Rutty & Company
Dparker@sagerutty.com
585-512-2326

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS: A WIN-WIN FOR YOU AND HOPE HALL
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Summer Tidings from Teachers and Staff
This summer, Hope Hall faculty, staff, and librarians undertook a fun project to stay 
in touch with students and parents in a video series titled “Summer Tidings.”  They 
shared everything from what they’d been up to over the summer, and suggestions 

for staying healthy and active, to expanding their creativity, and things to look forward to once school starts. 

Check out our Summer Tidings video series at: https://hopehall.org/summer-tidings-live-love-laugh/.


