
 “Let your choieflect your hopes, not your fears.” 

At Hope Hall, the month of 
November will be devoted to 
focusing on the meaning of 
GRATITUDE, not just at the 

Thanksgiving Holiday and all that goes with it, but a 
practice of gratitude that becomes a life-long habit.

Gratitude seems like a simple concept, but it is not easy, 
and like all good habits, it needs to be cultivated. We live in 
frightening times—times when it seems as if evil has taken 
over our planet. Even as I write this sentence, my chest is 
pounding as I think of Ukraine, and the violence in our city 
and our nation, and the way Mother Nature is responding 
to the way we have treated our earth.

Our children recently had to practice “Lock Downs” so that, 
God forbid, if we ever have an active shooter or dangerous 
situation in school, we would all know what to do. I can 
tell you that going through that drill was terribly unnerving 
for me, and for most of us. I found myself thanking God 
that our school is located directly across the street from 
both the Gates police station and the Gates volunteer 
ambulance service, and praying to St. Joseph to continue 
keeping us safe as he has for 28 years.

That got me thinking about all the other things I had to be 
grateful for, and as my thoughts turned to Gratitude, I felt 
the stress leaving my body. 

In order to be people of hope, we have to notice and be 
grateful for all the good that is happening. My whole spirit 
and attitude shifted when I began thinking about what I 
had to be grateful for. 

Unless we’re willing to look at our own attitude, and 
then look at the things and people in our lives for which 
we can be grateful, the habit of gratitude will never be 
strengthened or flourish. 

Gratitude makes it possible to look at what’s right instead 
of only what’s wrong. Gratitude gives life to Hope and 
helps us to believe that trouble and problems can be the 
seeds of opportunity.

I will be working with our students during November to 
help them develop the habit of listing 5 things for which 
they are grateful each night before they go to sleep, and 
to think of 5 things for which they are grateful before they 
leave school for home at the end of each day.

But, our kids need all of us adults to do the same thing. If 
all they hear at home, or in school, is what’s wrong with 
everything, that’s what they absorb. And don’t think that 
just because the children aren’t part of adult conversations 
taking place, they don’t get the gist and mood of those 
conversations. They do! And they absorb that negativity 
just the way we do.

In this issue of our Newsletter, you will be reading about 
our Gala and its success. Hundreds of good people, who 
didn’t “owe” us anything, became sponsors, donated 
auction items, sent in regret donations, and attended the 
Gala. They did this out of their own goodness to support 
our school, which many initially thought wouldn’t stay open 
for 6 months, and our children, all of whom were once told 
they couldn’t learn well and were made to feel unvalued 
and that they didn’t matter. That’s a lot to be grateful for! 
And all of you who helped our gala in any way can express 
gratitude for the fact that you could help, and you did help.

In closing, I go back to the quote that began my Director’s 
Corner: “Acknowledging the good that you already have in 
your life is the foundation for all abundance.” 
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Contributed by Selena Wentz, College & Careers Transition Coordinator 

As the new Career and College Transition Coordinator at Hope Hall, I have been gathering 
information on the trades and local unions to share with students and families. On October 
20th, I attended the Rochester Careers in Construction day where I met Steve Tavernia, 
a Business Agent and Apprentice Coordinator for Iron Workers Local 33. I also spoke with 
former Hope Hall student SaVohn Rutledge, who is a 4th year Ironworker Apprentice with 
Local 33. He told me about his experience and the process for applying.  
Ironworkers construct and reinforce large structures such as buildings, bridges, and wind 
turbines. It is a good career option for someone who enjoys hands-on work and is not 
interested in traditional college. Apprentices must be high school graduates of at least 
18 years of age, with a license and transportation. A first-year apprentice makes $19.50 
per hour, plus benefits. The benefits include health insurance, pension/retirement, and 
supplemental insurance. 

The apprenticeship is a four-year program. Once the four years are complete and the apprentice passes a written test, 
they become a journeyman. 

“I can’t travel yet because I’m an apprentice and I’ve got another year. I’m currently working at the Marketplace Mall, 
building a hospital for the University of Rochester,” SaVohn said. “It’s huge. Most of the work is outside. We work with 
crane operators. We’re up high. You have to be safe. Of course, they will train you.” 

SaVohn attends evening classes that provide instruction on safety (OSHA standards) and how to read blueprints, as well 
as math, science, and workplace skills.  

Please join with our students and with me in developing 
the habit of gratitude. When something goes wrong, think 
of 3 things that are going right and express gratitude for 
them. Before you to go sleep, think of 5 things for which 
you are grateful, and express gratitude for them. 

May God continue to bless you and your families, and may 
God sustain us in our efforts to be people of Hope.

May you and your loved ones have a wonderful, safe, joy-
filled Thanksgiving Holiday!

With Love and deep Gratitude,

A STUDENT’S STONE ART
FROM HOPE HALL’S GARDEN

Director’s Corner, Continued

Alumni Spotlight



Alumni Spotlight, Cont’d
SaVohn said that to start, “You need to have basic hand tool skills and know how to read a tape measure. But you pick 
most of it up out in the field. I’ve run into other apprentices who had no experience.”

SaVohn’s Business Agent, Steve, said that the biggest thing he is looking for in an apprentice is that they are ON TIME – 
something Hope Hall students understand well. 

SaVohn learned about the Ironworker job posting from his mom, Loretta Rutledge. He heard it was a long wait to get 
started as an apprentice, but he signed up anyway. The union called him within a few weeks.  
SaVohn is excited to become a journeyman next year. He is glad he stuck with it. He remembers what his teachers from 
Hope Hall taught him about perseverance and doing his best. Physical Education Teacher Mr. Zehr was a big influence 
and motivator for him. “He was good at everything,” SaVohn said.  
SaVohn said he once saw a football player speak and he remembers one quote exactly: “You are not born a winner, and 
you are not born a loser. You are born a chooser.” 
“I do believe life is about choices,” SaVohn added. 
If interested in information on the IronWorkers, applications are available at 650 Trabold Rd., Rochester, NY 14624. For 
more information, Steve Tavernia can be reached at Stavernia@ironworkers33.org 

One of the things that sets Hope Hall apart from other schools is that so many of our 
alumni stay connected with the community for years after graduation. Some of these 
young folks even visit the school regularly to help with different projects, such as 
preparing for the school’s upcoming Woodworking Sale in December.

I had the chance to sit down with Cornell Williams, Class of 2016, on a recent Friday 
afternoon in Mr. Ture’s art room. I asked Cornell about his career path, the impact Hope 
Hall has had on his life, and his advice for current students. 

Cornell works full-time as a security guard for a company that contracts with Rochester 
Gas & Electric. His schedule is weekdays from 6am to 2pm, so he has time to engage in 
other interests outside of work. Cornell had some valuable words of advice for students 
preparing to transition into a career or college after high school.

“It’s not easy,” he said. “It should be taken seriously. If you give 50% now, it’s only going to hurt you later.” 

He stressed the importance of networking and staying in touch. He learned about his security job from another Hope Hall 
graduate. He also said students should start planning for their careers freshman year. “Don’t wing it,” he added. “Have a 
plan.”

As for his background and how Hope Hall has made a difference in his life, Cornell shared, “When I was younger, I got 
in trouble. Then I came to Hope Hall and people gave me a chance; it showed me that people actually cared. It lit an 
ambition in me to be greater.” 

I asked if when he came to Hope Hall he stopped getting into trouble.

He paused and said, “I got in less trouble.”

While Cornell is thankful for his steady job that pays the bills, he does not see himself working security forever. He is still 
driven by the spark that Hope Hall inspired in him during his time here, and he continues to reach for new heights and 
keep his options open for the future. 

Some of his work will be on display and for purchase at the Woodworking Sale on December 10th. 



Hope Heroes, A Gala to RememberToast for Hope Gala, an Evening to Remember
On Saturday, October 15, over 200 elegantly-dressed guests arrived at the 
beautiful Monroe Golf Club for the Toast for Hope Gala, Hope Hall’s signature 
fundraising event. The Gala brings together many in the community to celebrate 
the school and its students, and to raise money for Hope Hall which, for 28 years, 
has been successfully educating children who learn differently.

As festive music provided by MSD Entertainment streamed throughout the 
ballroom, guests enjoyed the antipasta bar, as they browsed and bid online 
on auction items, including artwork, gift baskets, woodworking and custom-
designed Hope Chests.

The evening and dinner were also a celebration of Donna and Bob 
Montgomery, who have generously supported the school, and who have served 
Hope Hall in many different capacities for over more than a decade. They were 
honored with the Robert W. August Inspiring Hope Award, and given an original 
Nancy Gong glass piece signifying “strength” and “endurance.”

Thanks to the help of Emcee Jennifer Johnson, Director of Family and 
Community Outreach at Golisano Children’s Hospital, the Live Auction and Call 
from the Heart were lively, entertaining and very successful.

You’ll find a summary of the inspiring words of Parent Guest Speaker Roxanne 
Henry, the mother of sophomore Angus Henry, on the next page.

We thank our Gala Committee, including Chair Julie Gambino, as well as 
Members Amie Bruckel, LeAnn DiMarzo, Marcia Smith and Linda Van Heel for 
all their work in helping to create this incredible event.

We also thank all of our attendees, our donors, our sponsors, and our many 
volunteers. Because of all of you, this year’s Toast for Hope Gala netted over 
$240,000!  We thank you all with deepest gratitude.

For more photos from the Gala, visit https://hopehall.org/toast-for-hope-gala/. 

Thanks To our 
Gala sponsors

CHAMPION OF HOPE SPONSORS

Silver Level
Barry Culhane & Christine Licata
Bob & Donna Montgomery
Rochester Regional Health
Sage Rutty & Co., Inc.

Bronze Level
Edward Jones

GALA SPONSORS

Salute to Goodness
Cooper/Haims Advisors, LLC
Taylor, the Builders

Toast to Optimism
Lavoro Group
Summit Federal Credit Union
Jim & Betty Tudisco
Upstate Commerial Real Estate 

Brokered by EXP Commmercial



Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall ClassroomA Word from the Toast for Hope Gala Speaker, Parent Roxanne Henry
Roxanne Henry, the mother of Hope Hall Sophomore Angus Henry, spoke 
from her heart at the Toast for Hope Gala, about the experience of coming 
to Hope Hall, following years of her son’s diverse learning challenges not 
having been met in the public school system. Angus came to Hope Hall 
in fifth grade. Because he started shortly after the school year began, the 
services called for in his IEP were not transferred that year. 

The following remarks are in her words, excerpted from her Gala speech.

“Sister Diana assured me [on the day he started] that Angus would 
not fall through any cracks at Hope Hall. She felt that he would be a 
successful learner at Hope Hall, and he would reach his highest potential.

The rest of the year, I kept waiting for something to fail, and it didn’t happen. Angus liked his teachers and 
his classmates, and he really liked Community. He was making progress academically and socially.

At the end of the first year at Hope Hall, based on his strengths and areas of concern, his Hope Hall team 
recommended IEP accommodations for him at the CSE meeting. I had educators who actually went to bat for 
him! They suggested what he needed. I didn’t need to know how to ask. They did it for him.

Now here we are, and he’s a very proud sophomore this year. He 
loves this school, and he’s committed to fulfilling his responsibility 
in this very unique school. You know what? He matters. And every 
year, the Hope Hall team has advocated for him at CSE Meetings.

We know now he’ll graduate, he’ll learn a trade, he’ll go on and be a 
productive citizen. The hopeless cycle that we were in as a family has 
been broken.

This school is truly a school of our own, where Angus thrives, his 
challenges are overcome, and we have discovered Hope. 

I’m confident that Hope Hall was the best decision we made for Angus. Thank you...every one of you... for 
making it possible for Hope Hall to fulfill it’s mission teaching students that learn differently, like Angus.”

May we, as a people and a nation, always know 
the blessings of abundance and peace.

May we find ways to build bridges, not fences, with
all around us, even those with whom we may disagree.

May we know the power that each person 
can have in being a voice for positive change.

May we always choose to use our skills, 
voice and heart to make a difference in the world.

May we ever be surrounded by the 
love and support of family and friends.

Wishing you every blessing, this Thankgiving and always!

Thanksgiving Blessing

Thank YOU for making a difference
in the lives of our students

through your caring support!



Mapping Out History
Mr. Henrik Temp, Hope Hall’s 11th & 12th Grade Social Studies Teacher, took 
an unusual tactic for teaching his history class and military history elective. In 
collaboration with art teacher, Mr. Aydin Ture, he created a map out of colored 
six-sided hexagons.  The hexagons on the board represented the ocean, rivers, 
grasslands, swamps, forests, hills, and mountains varying colors, as shown in 
the map below. 

The colored map board had a slightly different purpose in each of Mr. Temp’s 
two classes.

History Class Use
In History class, the map was used as a game board to study the colonial 
period of the 1600s. The students became “settlers,” and using the geographic 
elements of the board, strategized to determine the best location on the board 
to build a settlement where the settlers would have the best chance of thriving. 
The students received points for selecting a settlement with the best geographic 
features within two hexagons, and whichever student selected the best 
settlement location won.

This hands-on game helped the students understand the many challenges faced 
by settlers coming to this country for the first time, trying to ensure that they built 
their town in a geographic region where they would survive.

Military History Elective Use
The students taking the military history elective, began using the map to study 
battles between the Hoplites, who were legions of Greek citizen-soldiers that 
fought in a disciplined manner with long spears and shields, versus the Persians, 
who were less organized, had less armor, but had a larger number of soldiers 
that were better archers.

Mr. Temp has long been fascinated by the history of warfare. In teaching this 
elective course focused on warfare, battles and heroes, he hopes to inspire an 
interest in other aspects of history as well.

“Using a map to share military history should work well right through World    
War I. It seems like a lot has changed in warfare, but it really hasn’t. There are 
some fascinating parallels to modern conflicts,” explained Mr. Temp.

“Warfare is a gateway into modern history. War is always a tool to achieve an 
objective. People fight for objectives,” he explained, pointing out, for example, 
that the people of Ukraine are fighting for their country and their freedom.

 “War is a means to an end. There is always an ulterior motive behind war.”

In sharing his interest in military history in this multisensory manner, Mr. Temp 
is not trying to glorify war, but rather to help the students make a connection 
to the strife going on in the world today, and to understand how strategies, 
preparation, alliances, and the tools of war can influence the outcome of battles.



Every year, the PTSO at Hope Hall organizes the selling of poinsettia plants as a way to help raise funds for the school. 
The actual cost for each child at Hope Hall is $22,000. On average, we have a $17,000 budget deficit for each student. 
This school year, our poinsettia sale is very crucial.

We share all of this with you in an effort to stress the importance and value of our poinsettia sale. Each poinsettia 
plant sold is a blessing to the Hope Hall community and helps us continue to provide the education and supportive 
environment that ALL of us love so much!

Please consider buying a poinsettia plant for yourself or others (family, friends, colleagues, churches or businesses you 
have a positive relationship with). You might also consider asking your Doctor, Dentist or Bank if they would buy them. 
The poinsettia plants are beautiful and come in 6” foil pots for $12.00 each, and you don’t pay sales tax! These plants 
would make wonderful gifts for the holiday season and/or festive décor within a home!

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION!

Poinsettia Sale Order Form
Name: ___________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________

Total number of plants ordered @ $12.00 per plant ___________________

Total amount enclosed _____________________ (make checks payable to Hope Hall School)

Please return form and payment to: 
Hope Hall School 

Attn: Poinsettia Sale
1612 Buffalo Road - Rochester, NY 14624

Questions? Please contact Theresa Floramo at (585) 426-0210, or email Theresa.Floramo@HopeHall.org
**Orders must be returned by Wednesday, November 9**  

*Pick up will be between 8am-4pm December 15, 16, 19, 20, 21*           
Thank You for your support!          
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December 10 from 9 am - 3 pm
• EXTRAORDINARY hand-crafted WOODEN items, perfect for gifting or keeping!
• SOMETHING for EVERYONE on your list, even those for whom shopping is tough
• Additional ARTISANS and vendors with a diverse assortment of CRAFTS
• Music, a pick-your-gift raffle, and LOADS of holiday cheer!
• FREE and open to the PUBLIC in Hope Hall’s gym

Hope Hall is located at 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY.
The entrance can be found through the parking lot, behind the school

Hope Hall’s Holiday WoodWorking sale


