
 “Let your choieflect your hopes, not your fears.” 

Perhaps like many of you, when I leave 
for work in the morning, and when I drive 
home, it is dark. The light in our northern 
hemisphere is very diminished these days.

After supper each evening, I watch the news, 
and I am so aware of all the darkness in our 
city, our nation, and our world.  You probably 
have noticed the same thing, so I’m not 
going to depress all of us by listing all the 

dark things that are going on.

Instead, I’m going to focus on the important part each of us can play in 
becoming a point of Light and Hope in our darkened world.

It is not by accident that candles and light play a big part in this time of 
year. Advent candles, Hanukkah candles, Kwanzaa candles all get lit and 
remind us of God’s presence and our truer selves. The electric lights that 
decorate homes and trees and stores all remind us that a tiny point of 
light can pierce the darkness.

So how can we, by the way we live, be that point of light and diminish 
some of the darkness?

There is a strong emphasis at Hope Hall on leadership training and 
the development of skills needed to be good citizens.  One key aspect 
of leadership, and one vital element of citizenship, is concern for the 
common good.

In our culture today, satisfying the wants of the individual has become a 
primary focus. Consider the following:

• Many families no longer have to share the TV or watch programs 
together because very few families have only one TV in the house—
everyone can watch whatever they want whenever they want, 
often in isolation.

• Many families no longer listen to music on the radio or from the 
stereo together—everyone is ear-plugged into whatever they 
want—in isolation.

• Many families no longer have to share a phone or wait for their turn 

to use the phone—everyone has their own phone.
• Many famiiles no longer play board games together—individuals 

are absorbed all by themselves with their computer games, 
developing relationships that they want, when they want, with 
their computer and the artificial personalities they are competing 
against in the games.

Several things are being lost because of this emphasis on fulfilling the 
wants of the individual. Among them are:

A sense of being connected to others in a way that would make it 
necessary to negotiate and compromise. Remember when we had to 
take turns?

A sense of being connected to others in a way that would cause us to 
laugh together and learn how to be good losers and gracious winners.

A sense of being connected to each other that would make us realize 
that we all have a responsibility to and for each other. That sometimes 
what I want and what the group (family, class, co-workers) needs are 
different, and for the sake of the common good, my wants may need to 
take a back seat.

During December, our country celebrates a time of giving. All of us have 
something for which we can be thankful, but often, because we don’t 
have a sense of being connected to others, or because we don’t have a 
sense of the common good, it’s easy to focus only on our own problems 
or what we don’t have. 

December is a good time to help our children (and ourselves) recognize 
that all of us are connected, and this earth on which we live makes us 
neighbors. It’s a good time to focus on the needs of others and break 
out of our own isolation. It’s a good time to think of “we” instead of just 
“me.”

Volunteering to help someone else, whether you know the person or 
not, offers us a chance to do something purposeful. Our children need 
to be given opportunities to do something for others. I know it is hard 
to get them to do jobs at home—sometimes it is a real challenge. But 
our children love to be helpful. They (like we) want to be asked for their 
help, not told what to do. Perhaps sitting down with your children and 
explaining how much you count on them to do their jobs around the 
house—how much it means to you and how much it matters—would 
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 In 1997, the Rochester A.M. Rotary Club, a small but very dedicated group of men 
and women committed to “Service above Self,” began a program with Hope Hall called 
Student of the Month.

The criteria for Student of the Month are: follows all of Hope Hall’s rules, is kind to 
everyone, is respectful and hard-working, volunteers to help anyone, and does service 
to the community. 

Teachers recommend students to be Student of the Month Nominees. Then teachers 
and staff vote for one student, and Sr. Diana, Mrs. Droegmoeller and Ms. McLean give 
the final approval.

Because of COVID restrictions, the Student of the Month program has been on hiatus 
since 2020. This month, we are very happy to announce that the program is back in action. 

Twenty-one students were nominated by teachers from all grades, 3 through 12. Each of the Nominees meets all of the 
requirements, and each will receive three dress down passes.

We are proud to announce that this month’s Student of the Month is 6th Grader Adelina (Addie) Hunneyman. 
Congratulations, Addie!

Members of the Rochester A.M. Rotary Club attended our Community meeting on Friday, November 18, and they 
presented Addie with a prize of $20. An envelope with $20 was also given to Sr. Diana to purchase books for our library 
in Addie’s name. Then they treated Addie, her younger brother Cooper, and her parents to a nice breakfast in our 
Conference room.

Thank you to the members of Rochester A.M. Rotary, who have been devoted to helping Hope Hall since April 1995. 
Congratulation to Addie for being such an outstanding student and member of our Hope Hall Communty.

make the ordinariness of these jobs take on a new meaning.
Beyond that, give some time to do something with your child for 
someone else. All of us are busy, and all of us are stretched to the limit 
financially, but doing something to help someone else takes the focus 
off our own problems and helps us to see that we matter, we can make 
a difference, we can make someone else’s world better even in a small 
way.

Talk to your children about how you and they are spending time, and 
reconnect—even if it’s uncomfortable, and even if it means you have to 
practice negotiating and compromising about what you watch or listen 
to together.  Spend some time with the computer games off. Play a 
board game like Yahtzee, Monopoly or Uno. Take the time to teach your 
child a game you liked to play as a child.

Lastly, be aware of the conversation you have with your children and 
with each other. Try to notice how much of the conversation is about 
“me” and see if you can move it to more about “we.”

Each of us can do something, and together we can be a mighty force 
for good. Having helped someone else, and having connected as a 

family, it will be easy to recognize how much we have been blessed 
with God’s Abundance. We really don’t need more!

We will indeed be points of Light, and Hope in this world. There is a 
group called the Christophers who have a saying: “It is better to light 
one candle than curse the darkness.”

During this month, we can all light our inner candles and become the 
flames of Light and Hope that our children, our family, our city, our 
country, our world need. All it takes is some re-thinking about what we 
do, and how we do it. All it takes is focusing more on we than me. Let’s 
“fire up” our Light and Hope, and be goregeous points of light 
ourselves.

I carry you all in my heart, and in my prayers.

Director’s Corner, Continued

Student of the Month



Alumni Spotlight
Contributed by Selena Wentz, College & Careers Transition Coordinator

Community college is a sensible option for many Hope Hall graduates who are looking to ease into a college environment 
while saving money on tuition. There are three community colleges located in the greater Rochester area: Monroe 
Community College (MCC), Genesee Community College (GCC), and Finger Lakes Community College (FLCC). 
Students can choose between an Associate’s Degree program, a specialized certificate program, or transfer to a four-year 
school through the popular 2+2 plan. This month, I spoke with two former Hope Hall students who have made MCC part 
of their professional journey. 
 
One of the bright faces that can be seen in the photos lining the halls of our 
school is Casan Curry, Class of 2019. Casan attended Hope Hall from 3rd 
grade through to graduation. During a recent visit, Casan said he has lots of 
great memories of Hope Hall, including playing basketball, woodworking, 
and being captain of the Soccer Club. He currently attends MCC and plans to 
transfer to Brockport University or University of Buffalo to study Architecture. 
 
Casan recommends MCC for their Liberal Arts and Science programs as well 
as academic support services. At MCC, there are “a ton” of resources and 
tutoring available, he said. 
 
Casan took a class field trip to MCC his senior year and it seemed  
overwhelming at the time. “I was lost at first, but I know my way around 
now. I know the campus inside and out,” he said. Seeing familiar faces also helped him adjust to his new school. Between 
classes, Casan enjoys having lunch with some of his former Hope Hall classmates who also attend MCC. 
 
Sara Zshoche attended Hope Hall for middle school before the high school was 
built.

Reflecting on her time here, Sara said, “I started Hope Hall in 6th Grade, but I wish 
I had started there sooner.” 

She explained that in 5th Grade she was placed in a Special Education class in 
public school that was not a good fit. However, the next year, Hope Hall changed 
the way she experienced education. “At Hope Hall,” she said, “You don’t feel 
different because you have a learning disability. Your needs are really met. The 
smaller class sizes help. Some kids just need a little extra encouragement.”

Today, Sara works as a Real Estate Paralegal at Olver Korts, LLP. She has been 
employed there for four years. After high school she earned an Associate’s Degree 
in Travel and Tourism from MCC, but she never used it. Instead, she started working for a small law firm after college and 
she liked it, so she went back to MCC and earned her Paralegal Studies Certificate in 15 months, while working.

Sara would recommend community college for seniors, especially those who are not yet sure which career path to 
pursue, “Don’t be afraid to go to a community college,” she said. “When I graduated I had no idea what I wanted to do.”

Sara and her mom have been supporters of Hope Hall for many years. Hope Hall was, and still is, an important part of 
Sara’s life. 

“I have nothing but good things to say about Hope Hall. Hope Hall is a very special place and Sister Diana holds a very 
special place in my heart,” Sara said. 

Casan Curry and his grandmother, Shirley Davenport, 
on a recent visit to Hope Hall School

Sara Zshoche



December 10 from 9 am - 3 pm

Hope Hall is located at 1612 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY
Entrance is  through the parking lot, behind the school!

• BEAUTIFUL hand-crafted WOODEN items, perfect for gifting or keeping!
• SOMETHING for EVERYONE on your list!
• Additional CRAFT ARTISANS and VENDORS
• Music, a pick-your-gift raffle, and LOADS of holiday cheer!
• FREE and open to the PUBLIC in Hope Hall’s gym

Hope Hall’s Holiday WoodWorking sale

Don’t Miss Out on This Once a Year Event!

Save the Date for Celebrate Hope
On Friday, February 17, 2023, Hope Hall School will “fling open its 
doors” to welcome the families of current and prospective students, Board 
Members, donors, and anyone who is interested in experiencing Hope Hall’s 
system of education.

This new event, called Celebrate Hope, is an interactive open house where 
visitors will not only be able to see Hope Hall’s education “in action,” they’ll 
be able to take an active part in short classes, presented by Hope Hall’s 
teachers and students, using the same hands-on, multi-sensory educational 
programming on which our students thrive.

There will be two sessions, one in the morning from 9 am to 11 am, with 
the same content being repeated in the afternoon from 12:30 pm to 2:30 
pm, so visitors can choose the time that best fits their schedule. During 
each session, there will be separate tracks for elementary, middle, and high 
school, offering a “hands-on” experience of a day of learning at Hope Hall, 
where they will experience authentic curriculum using the Dolce Method of 
Learning Mastery®, so visitors can discover how it helps our students learn 
effectively.

Watch our upcoming newsletters and our website for the schedule and 
details of this exciting event, which will showcase and celebrate the work of 

our students and teachers, and allow visitors to explore what effective learning is like.



Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall ClassroomTrailblazing Blackhawks Run Pumpkins in the Park 5K
Fifth grade teacher Angeleen Trotta has long been and avid runner, and she decided she 
wanted to coach a team, whether that was to run competitively against other teams, or to 
train for a 5K. 

She approached Coach Jim Zehr  and Principal Jacelyn Droegmoeller (who is also an 
avid runner, and who just ran the NYC Marathon on November 6), about the possibility of 
starting a team at Hope Hall. She found enthusiastic endorsement for the idea, and thus, the 
Trailblazing Blackhawks was formed. Since the Pumpkins in the Park 5K, sponsored by 
Yellowjacket Racing, has always been one of her favorite races, the coaches set their sights 
on having the students train for this race, which took place at Cobb’s Hill Park on October 29.

Coaches and students began meeting twice a week, in early September,  to train for 
the popular event, running around Hope Hall’s athletic field, as well as throughout the 
neighborhood, to build stamina for the big day.

On race day, the students broke into three groups, based on their experience level in running, 
with one coach joining each group. Mrs. Trotta was proud to say that every member of the 
Trailblazing Blackhawks Team finished the race!

“I think the kids were shocked at what it takes to run a 5K, and they all felt that the training 
was helpful,” shared Mrs. Trotta. 

Mrs. Trotta noted that there are many benefits to being part of a running club, beyond the 
physical exercise. The structure of a regular routine encouraged the students and helped 
them understand the importance of perseverance. Running is an individual sport, and while 
coaches can encourage kids, the students have to find the motivation within themselves 
to take on the challenge of a 5K, she explained. For some students, who may be used to 
situations where there is more immediate gratification, having the discipline of patience to 
work toward their goal is really important. 

This was the first 5K in which Hope Hall has ever participated, and Mrs. Trotta noted that Hope 
Hall wanted to ensure a positive experience for the students and their families. Participating 
in the Run Club and the Pumpkins in the Park 5K was a free opportunity for the runners, with 
Hope Hall School and in-school fundraising underwiting the entry fee for the students.

Mrs. Trotta smiled when she shared that “A lot of the kids would like to do another Club or 5K 
Run. Maybe we’ll do another in the spring, or possibly in the fall next year.”

Top Right Photos: Trailblazing 
Blackhawks training in 
neighborhood around the school.

Bottom Right Photo: Mrs. Trotta 
being interviewed by a camera crew 
at Pumpkins in the Park

Bottom Left Photo: Mrs. 
Droegmoeller with her group of 
runners at Pumpkins in the Park.



Hope Heroes, A Gala to RememberThe Animal in Me Poetry
Almost all children love animals, so 
to help her students discover poetry 
and study figurative language, Middle 
School ELA Teacher Mrs. Mariya Gunda 
presented a project, asking her 6th 
grade students to get in touch with their 
“inner animal.” 

They began by talking about the 
differences between literal and figurative 
language, and discovered that in literal 
language you say exactly what you 
mean, using no comparisons. Figurative 
language, on the other hand, is full of 
comparisons such as similes, metaphors 
and hyperboles. 

Then, using venn diagrams, they explored 
characteristics of different animals to discover 
which qualities were shared by multiple animals. 
The students then associated those qualities with 
their own personalities, using the animals as a 
metaphor.

“I really wanted them to be able to link the 
lesson to themselves. We imagined how the 
animals would react,” she said, explaining how 
they talked about the imagery that would go 
with those reactions, getting to the core of the 
animal’s being to encourage vivid descriptions. 

Following completion of their poems, the 
students read their poems aloud in class, often 
using body language to act out their animal.

For more of the Animal in Me poetry, visit:
https://hopehall.org/animal-in-me-
poetry-project/.

Dakota Kamriin Brayden Alaina



Hope Hall 2022 Annual Appeal
December is a season of giving, and here at Hope Hall, we are grateful for 
the hundreds of individuals who choose to give to the students of Hope Hall 
this time of year through their support of our Future Full of Hope Appeal. 

As a private, non-profit school, we receive no funding from school districts 
or government sources. Individual donor support is vital to our ability to 
assure that every student who learns differently has access to the type of 
education they need and deserve.

Every child has a purpose and a place in this world. But, in today’s 
achievement-driven culture, many young people feel they don’t matter if 
they can’t measure up to customary standards of success. Before students 
come to Hope Hall, they experience frustration and failure because 
traditional teaching methods don’t take their learning challenges into account. They are left out, bullied, and made to 
believe that they don’t matter just because they are “different.” 

At Hope Hall, we focus on embracing differences and help our students to know that just because they learn differently, 
doesn’t mean they can’t learn as much or as well as others. Our unique approach to education makes a measurable 
difference in the lives of our students, their families, and our community. 

Hope Hall helps our students believe in themselves and their ability to make the world a better 
place, but this is not possible without the combined efforts of so many different individuals. 
Individuals such as our teachers, parents, staff, volunteers, and donors. Individuals like you.

If you are interested in helping our students with a gift this year, please consider responding 
to the appeal that you received in the mail or, you can donate on-line at https://hopehall.org/
ways-to-give/annual-appeal-2022/   

Your gift today will provide our students a Future Full of Hope.

Thank you for helping us teach our children to believe that they make the world a better place. 
Thank you for participating in the miracle that is Hope Hall. 

Sister Diana Dolce, S.S.J.

Before coming to Hope Hall, many of our students have not had 
access to art or music, having been excluded from these classes 

in order to receive “special services.”

Each day, in Community, Sister Diana talks about Hope Hall 
Values, which helps prepare students for careers, life, leadership 

and contributing to society.

Hope Hall’s non-threatening environment encourages students 
to “take risks” by exploring topics and asking questions.

Our woodworking program 
supports  academics as well as 
helping students gain valuable 

skills for going into the workforce.
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Where differences are celebrated,
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The Twelve Days of Hope Hall Values

We Wish You a Merry Christmas and a Joyous Holiday Season

THe TWelve days of Hope Hall values


