
 “Let your choieflect your hopes, not your fears.” 

“Ubuntu: We are who we are 
through one another; our 
humanity is bound up in one 
another.”

- Archbishop Desmond Tutu

During the month of February, our 
character development focused 
on expanding our hearts, and we 
raised  money for the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society in our project called Pennies for Patients. 
Thank you so much to all of you who sent in donations 
to help with this project. Your goodness was a powerful 
example to our students that “expanding our hearts” can 
also mean that good people like to join others in making 
good things happen. In order for this newsletter to get to the 
printers so that we can have it by March 1st, I am actually 
writing it in the 2nd week of February, so we don’t have a 
total amount raised yet, but we’ll let you know in our April 
issue how much you helped us raise.

The theme of expanding our hearts, and the fact that so 
many of you, our readers, joined us in our efforts to help fight 
leukemia and lymphoma leads right into our theme for March: 
Collaboration and Cooperation.

Many people think these two words mean the same thing. 
They don’t. Many people think everyone knows what these 
words mean. This isn’t always the case. And yet, fully 
understanding the meaning of these words, and actively 
practicing them, is critical for building a strong Community, 
whether at home, at work, in school or in our neighborhood. 
Some of what you are about to read will sound familiar to 
you. That’s because Collaboration and Cooperation was 
our theme for March last year too. I am repeating the focus 
this year because these two values require a great deal of 
practice for us adults as well as for our children.

I believe that our children are unfamiliar with these words 
because they are seldom used in everyday vocabulary. In 
fact, three opposing values seem to get the most attention in 

our world today: fierce competition (someone always has to 
win, everyone else loses; getting ahead and being first/best 
at whatever the cost is what matters); rugged individualism 
(me first, what’s good for me is what should be good for 
everybody, it’s all about what I want/need), and lastly, 
“Because I said so, that’s why.” 

Collaboration and Cooperation run contrary to these 
prevalent societal values, and yet they are basic to what it 
means to be human. 

Collaboration means working together with others 
to achieve a common goal. Cooperation means almost 
the same thing, but for me there is a slight difference. 
Cooperation means working together for a common goal, 
but it also means getting along with those with whom you 
are working, honoring differences of opinion and styles of 
doing something, and appreciating the fact that there is 
always more than one way to achieve any goal. In other 
words, collaboration is what you do in working together, 
and cooperation is how you do it. 

John Burgh, a leading expert in the science of the 
unconscious and how our brain works without our 
awareness, says that humans come “factory equipped” for 
compassion, generosity, and cooperation. In fact, one of our 
innate, built-in goals is to cooperate. In other words, 
cooperation is what God always intended when God 
created humans.

In a book titled The Book of Joy, the Dalai Lama states that 
so much of our stress is created by our seeing ourselves 
as separate from others. This goes along with the quote I 
started my Director’s Corner with—Archbishop Tutu’s African 
word Ubuntu-we are all connected. When we see ourselves 
as separate from others, when we are constantly comparing 
and making judgements about how we’re performing and the 
performances of others, when we think we have to have all 
of the answers, then stress, anger, frustration, and fear take 
over. 

If you need evidence of this, take a look at the partisan 
politics, and the fear of anyone who is not just like us, or 
who does not share our point of view, that dominates our 
schools, our nation, and our way of thinking. This is not 
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SAVE THE DATE!

Silver 

Your Generosity and Support 
throughout the 2022-2023 School Year 

is contributing to the 
Health of Our School and 

the Success of Our Students

Thank you 

Champion of Hope

what God intended for us when God created humans. We 
were created to be social beings who need each other 
in order to be our best selves. We were created to be a 
community, collaborating and cooperating with each 
other to achieve the best outcome for all. We were 
created to be interconnected, not un-connected. 

During March, our emphasis in classes will be on the fact 
that each of us is responsible for, and essential to, the 
success and learning of all, and two different perspectives 
can create a whole new third and better way of getting 
something done.

Here are some things you can do to help reinforce the 
values of collaboration and cooperation at home: 

1. If you have assigned “jobs” or responsibilities to your 
child(ren) at home and you have to constantly remind them 
to do it or find yourself “yelling” at them because the job 
isn’t done or isn’t done correctly, try this. Sit down with your 
child and explain the importance of the job for the good of 
the whole family. Tell your child that you know s/he cares 
about the family and that this job will help everyone. It 
doesn’t matter if this job is doing the dishes, or making their 
bed; it’s important and the family is counting on him/her to 
do it. All children, especially our students, need to know 
that people are counting on them.

2. When your child does the job that you’ve given them to 
do, don’t just take it for granted. Tell your child that you 
appreciate what a big help they are to you and the whole 
family. Those words and a hug from you mean a lot more 
than an allowance. 

 3. As parents of our students, please be sure that the job 
you have given your child is something they’re capable 
of doing successfully. Most of our students have memory 
problems and when they get home from school they are 
mentally worn out. If you ask them in the morning to turn 
on the crockpot at 4:00 p.m. when they get home, they 
could easily forget and the whole family will be negatively 
impacted. Setting up a routine of daily responsibilities or 
a visual reminder system, such as a white board, of what 
their role is in contributing to the well-being of the whole 
family, will increase your child’s ability to succeed, and 
decrease stress for everyone.

4. Check yourself on how well you are doing in your own 
situations at work. Are you simply collaborating with others 
to get the job done, or are you adding the dimension of 
cooperation to that job, letting others know that they 
matter? Do you stay out of workplace gossip and offer to 
support a co-worker who may be struggling or feeling 

overwhelmed? Do you stop yourself from judging others 
and seeing them as “wrong?”

5. When working with others to accomplish something, if 
you and someone else in the group have differing points of 
view as to how best to do it, try active listening. Listen to 
what’s of value with the other point of view, see how you 
can merge it as a “both-and” idea, and see if what is created 
is a whole new, and probably better way of accomplishing 
what you need to get done.

I truly believe that as we all grow in paying attention to 
our  interconnectedness and operating in collaboration 
and cooperation with others, we will find this increasingly 
easy to do because it is “in our hard drive” and what God 
“programmed” us to do. We will also find ourselves and our 
children much less stressed. 
Count on my prayers for each of you as God blesses our 
effort to become more fully human and live in community. 
with others.

Director’s Corner, Continued



Student of the Month - Billy Bosley
On Friday, February 10, the Rochester AM Rotary Club awarded 
senior William Bosley the Student of the Month award. Billy was 
selected because of his consistent demonstration of kindness to 
all, the fact that he is respectful and hardworking, that he does 
community service, and that he volunteers to help those in need, 
which are the values for which the award is given.

Following recognition at Community, and the award of a plaque and 
a prize of $20, he and his mother Laura Perri joined the Rochester 
AM Rotary Club in Hope Hall’s Conference room for breakfast. The 
school was also given $20 to purchase books for the library in Billy’s 
name.

When asked about his favorite hobbies, Billy was quick to respond 
that he enjoys playing Airsoft and fourwheeling. At school, one of his 
favorite activities is his work in Hope Hall’s Woodworking Center.

L. to R., Joyce Duckles, Jeremy Smith, Margaret Roberts, Matt 
Korona, Jodie Davies, Billy Bosley, Laura Perri, Rochester AM Rotary 
President Bob Kern, and Sister Diana

Alumni Spotlight - Bridget Lanschwager and Charlie Schaffer
If you meet Bridget Lanschwager and Charlie Schaffer, you can see the easy camaraderie and sense 
of humor that has developed between the two of them, especially since they began working together 
at Jeffery Ellis Carl Cabinetmakers. The cabinetmaker, which has been in Rochester since 1978, 
specializes in the manufacturing and installation of wood and laminated products, as well as custom 
products for a wide variety of industries throughout the U.S. and abroad.

Bridget shared that when she started getting into trouble, she switched schools to come to Hope Hall 
in 10th Grade. She became very interested in woodworking, often volunteering to stay after school and 
help the younger students with their projects. Although because of COVID, she wasn’t able to create 
the final project of an Adirondack chair during her senior year, that did not dilute her interest in the 
craft. 

Charlie came to Hope Hall in 7th Grade, repeating the grade once he got here. He graduated a year 
prior to Bridget, so he was fortunate to have the opportunity to build his Adirondack Chair. He went 
on to explain that, throughout most of his academic career, he had always hated math, especially 
fractions. Now, he loves it.  At Jeffrey Ellis Carl Cabinetmakers, he uses it on a daily basis as part of his 
work in building counter tops, doing custom work, and sometimes, working on jobs involving metal or 
corian.

Charlie feels that the handwork skills he learned in woodworking are making a big difference for him 
in his career. While Bridget agrees that learning measurements, using fractions, and the mechanical 
drawing skills she developed are definitely useful, she also points out how Hope Hall’s environment 
helped her learn to make friends—including her boyfriend—and to connect at work.

“At Hope Hall, you can get close to your teachers who are always there to help you. They break things 
down and will re-explain, or find another way to teach. It’s a very welcoming community,” said Charlie.

“I had a good experience at Hope Hall,” Bridget stated. She pointed to the way she was treated by 
everyone, from Sister Diana and the teachers, to the other students.

“They help you look at things in a different way, including how you learn, which is helpful for your career and in real life,” Bridget affirmed.



Hope for Tomorrow Expands Footprint
We are thrilled to announce the launch of an exciting initiative that the Board of 
Trustees, Sister Diana, the Advancement Department, and a small group of 
dedicated volunteers have been working on tirelessly since 2019. Known as Hope 
for Tomorrow, this project is a 4 year, 18 million dollar comprehensive campaign 
that is funding expansions and renovations at Hope Hall School, enhanced student 
programs and services, and continued funding for ongoing educational programs, 
scholarships and financial aid, and more.  

The project includes a brand new science lab, an expanded woodworking center, 
more than double its current size, an expanded music room, also doubling in size, 
and a new social emotional learning classroom, along with necessary repairs and 
renovations that come with having a building that is 80 plus years old.  The expansion 
and renovations will allow us to:

• Provide a modern lab experience for all of our students during their science 
education that meets requirements for students pursuing a Regents diploma

• Provide space for extracurricular music activities
• Allow for enhanced social/emotional learning curriculum
• Expand our Career Development and Occupational Studies program to include 

inventory management and marketing
• Make necessary plumbing and roofing repairs

The Campaign, now in its fourth year, is over 80% to goal, having raised more than 
14.9 million dollars at the time this publication went to press.  Between now and the 
end of the school year, every dollar raised goes directly to the Hope for Tomorrow 
Campaign to help ensure we meet our 18 million dollar goal.  If you would like to 
learn more about the impact Hope for Tomorrow will have on our students, check out 
our website, tinyurl.com/HopeforTomorrowCampaign, which will be updated as the 
campaign progresses. 

Groundbreaking 
participants, 
L. to R., John Thorne 
of Florence M. Muller 
Foundation, Maureen 
Davitt, Mark Davitt, Board  
of Trustees Members 
Donna Murano and Robert 
August,Peter Roetzer 
of Passero Associates, 
Sister Diana Dolce, Mira 
Majibovsky of Passero 
Associates, Karl Schuler 
and Ashley Quaintance 
of Taylor The builder, and 
Cosmo Giunta, Gates Town 
Supervisor.

Thank You to Our
Lead Donors

• Anonymous Donor 
• Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 

Maureen Davitt
• Robert F. and Mary P. Hastings 

Foundation
• Karpus Family Fund at 

Rochester Area Community 
Foundation

• Florence M. Muller 
Foundation



Everyday Heroes in the Hope Hall Classroom and Programming to Better Meet the Needs of Students

It’s our pleasure to be working with Taylor The builders, who will serve as our General Contractor on the expansion and 
renovation project, as well as our architectural firm, Passero Associates. Representatives from both firms, as well as the 
Town of Gates, lead donors, and Board Members, joined us for a groundbreaking ceremony in mid-February. Construction 
will continue through the end of the Summer, with no interruption to classes during the regular school year or during the 
Summer Program.  We look forward to hosting a ribbon cutting in September of 2023, and starting to provide enhanced 
educational offerings during the 2023-2024 school year.

The Hope for Tomorrow Campaign is going to have an impact on future Hope Hall graduates for years to come. We 
are truly grateful to everyone who has helped us during the first three years of this campaign, and we look forward to 
engaging others in this important initiative throughout the coming year.

To discuss Hope for Tomorrow in more detail or learn more about how you can become a part of the excitement, please 
feel free to contact our Director of Advancement, Samantha Standing, at samantha.standing@hopehall.org or 585-
426-5824 ext. 107.  

We will keep you updated on all of the activity as the Campaign progress, including construction and fundraising updates, 
details on program enhancements, and more in upcoming newsletters. You can also follow our progress by using the QR 
code on the left page.

Allocation of the 
Hope for Tomorrow Campaign Budget

Hope Hall’s Music Room, at the 
top of the page, its Science Lab, 
to the left, and its Woodworking 
Center to the right, are outdated 
and inadequate for the 
educational needs of today’s 
students.



How often do you get to pretend you’re a bird? That’s how Miss Hamilton’s sixth 
grade science class learned about evolution and adaptation in nature.

Miss Hamilton placed metal containers around the room holding different sized 
and varieties of feed for birds, including sunflower seeds, dried fruits and seeds, 
and very fine seeds. 

The students chose from among a selection of “beaks,” which were actually 
different sized forceps and tweezers from the lab. Using their first tool of choice, 
each student had 30 seconds in which to gather as many seeds as possible from 
their container, then record the number. 

They then repeated the activity three more times, each time using a different 
“beak,” or tool, to determine which “beak” was better for picking up their 
particular seed.

By recording the number of seeds they were able to gather with each “beak,” the 
students could determine which shape and size was most useful for the particular 
seed in “their region.”  They discussed how the birds with the less useful beaks 
would either have to change through the evolution of their species, or their 
species would eventually die out.

This type of hands-on activity, that is a hallmark of Hope Hall’s unique teaching 
model, helps bring to life and solidify curriculum with real-world examples.

Enemy Pie

Seeds of Hope

The third grade class had a delicious experience when Mrs. Mona Sherron read the 
book Enemy Pie, by Derek Munson, to her class.

The book tells the tale of how, when two boys are fighting, the father of one of 
the boys explains that they can both have “enemy pie” for dinner, but only after 
spending the day together. I bet you’ve already guessed that by playing together 
all day, the two boys discover they have more in common with each other than they 
have differences. Over their “enemy pie” that night, they realize they’ve become fast 
friends, and they make plans to play together the next day.

Following the reading of the book, Mrs. Sherron had several ELA activities for the 
students in which they were asked to compare and contrast their qualities to those 
of a friend. A second activity encouraged them to look at  “problems” in the story, 
and write what the solution to them might be. The class focused on the point of view 
and perspective of the characters and the reader. During the lessons, Mrs. Sherron 
encourages the students to think about how being a good reader requires the use of 
different strategies, like inference, visualizing, sequencing and summarizing.

After the story, third grade volunteer, Mrs. Elizabeth Harrington, passed out chef’s 
hats to everyone, and offered each child a choice of pies she’d brought in to sample, 
including pumpkin, apple, key lime, and cherry.

The students’ favorites were the apple and the pumpkin pies, and they’d be quick to 
tell you that there wasn’t an enemy among them!



On Saturday, April 29th the Italian American Sport Club is hosting the ever-popular Experience Italy, a 7-course Italian 
dinner to benefit Hope Hall School. At the time this publication went to press, the event was already three quarters full, 
and is on track to sell out once again. If you haven’t gotten your reservation in yet, there MAY still be time. Check out 
https://hopehall.org/special-events/ for more information. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Italian American Sport Club, 100% of the event’s fundraising goes directly to programs 
and services for our students. In addition to purchasing tickets, one of the ways this sell-out event raises funds is through 
attendees purchasing raffle tickets. 

The Pick Your Prize Raffle is a huge hit that raises upwards of $2,000 
each year. You can help by donating a prize or gift basket for our Pick Your 
Prize raffle. Popular items include dinner and wine packages, cocktail and 
barbecue sets, spa and beauty packages, home decor and more. 

If you would like to donate a gift basket, you can bring it to Hope Hall 
between 8:00 a.m and 4:30 p.m. on any school day. Donations are 
accepted through Friday, April 21st. For questions, or to notify us of 
a donation that you will be making, contact Samantha at Samantha.
Standing@hopehall.org or 585-426-5824 ext. 107.

Helping Hope Hall and Others
As you know, Hope Hall has a shed in our parking lot near the playground 
fence that is a used clothing drop-off shed. This shed is owned and operated 
by St. Pauly Textile, Inc.  This organization takes used clothing, bedding, 
shoes, purses, belts and drapery.  They sort it, and anything in usable condition 
is sent to other countries to help clothe the most needy, or is given to the rural 
poor in Appalachia in our country. Anything in really bad condition is recycled 
and used for rags or turned into paper. 

Hope Hall is given approximately 25 cents for each pound of items collected 
from our St. Pauly Shed. From January 2022 to December 2022, 51,802 
pounds of clothing were donated to our shed, which resulted in clothing an 
estimated 9,543 people all over the world. Based on this volume of clothing, 
Hope Hall received $2,072.06.

Thank you for anything you have done to add used clothing, accessories and 
linens to our clothing shed program.

All of this money we received is used to support things not in our operating budget, such as field trips for the students, 
new jerseys for our basketball teams, and items to support the teachers and staff that are unanticipated, but needed. 

Your support and commitment to this recycling/upcycling program means the world to us and many others around the 
globe.
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Monday, July 31, 2023

Monday, July 31, 2023

Watch for Details and Registration coming soon at https://hopehall.org/high-hopes-golf-tournament/


