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In our September Newsletter, 
I wrote about developing a 
culture of Hope, both within our 
Hope Hall School Community, 
and beyond. This culture begins 
with using a language of Hope 
because language is such an 
important part of any culture; 
indeed, it’s the very thing that 
makes it possible 

for shared ways of believing, thinking and acting to be 
communicated.

As another step in helping our students to develop a 
language of Hope, this month we will focus on the word 
empathy and what it means. Empathy is something that I 
believe has become an “under-used value.” 

I believe technology has helped make empathy under-
used, and COVID certainly hasn’t helped. It is so easy 
to only listen to, or “plug-in” to views and opinions that 
support our own, and often, when this happens, the 
common good, or the feelings and needs of people 
around us, or other points of view that might have great 
value and when put with our own point of view, may 
create a whole new vision for everyone, get lost. Isolation 
and only focusing on ourselves makes it so easy to only 
see everything from one point of view—our own—and 
looking at everything only from our own point of view 
often leaves us blind.

Empathy means putting ourselves in someone else’s 
place and trying to feel what she or he is feeling. It 
forces us to look at a situation from someone else’s point of 
view, instead of seeing every situation only from the way 
we’re experiencing it.

Empathy makes us look at how we’re all alike, instead of 
only noticing what makes us different.

Developing the virtue of empathy and holding it as a 
value, is going to take some work and some practice. I’m 
going to go out on a limb a bit here, but I’m guessing this 
might be true for all of us adults, as well as for our children.
The important thing is that we begin to at least pay 
attention to the fact that the essential needs of all of us 
are the same; the need to be loved, to feel valued, to feel 
respected, to feel appreciated, to know that we matter.

Empathy would help us to see a person struggling to 
speak English, not with suspicion, but with a sense of 
“How would I want to be treated if I were in a foreign 
country trying to speak the language of that country?”

Empathy would help us not to park on diagonal lines in 
areas reserved for the handicapped parking because we’d 
be thinking, “How would a person in a wheelchair get 
in the door if I’m on these lines—that could be me in a 
wheelchair.”

Empathy would make us think twice about participating 
in gossip, or judging co-workers or family members 
thinking they’re doing something “wrong” if they’re not 
doing it exactly the way we would.

Cultivating empathy in our lives, and being people who 
practice empathy is one gigantic step in practicing a 
language of Hope and creating a culture of Hope.

For those of you who are parents, if your children are 
arguing with each other, instead of yelling, try having both 
of them sit down and tell you the problem from the other
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“Many astronauts have reported that once 
they glimpsed Earth from space—a small blue 

ball floating in the vast expanse, lacking our 
human-made borders—they never looked at 

their personal or national interests in quite 
the same way. They saw the oneness of life.”

- The Book of Joy



Since 1997, the Rochester A. M. Rotary has celebrated Hope Hall students through a Student of the Month program.  Teachers 
nominate students who go above and beyond in meeting the criteria for Student of the Month. The students must be:

a) Helpful and volunteer service to  the Hope Hall Community in a variety of ways. Rotary’s Motto is “Service Above Self”,  
so volunteer service is very important to them, as it is to Hope Hall.

b) Follow all of Hope Hall’s rules and be a kind, respectful student toward everyone--peers and adults alike.
c) Put great effort into their classwork and assignments and participate well in class.

One student is chosen from among the Nominees and becomes Student of the Month.   
All Nominees are listed on a bulletin board at school and receive a dress down pass.  The 
Student of the Month is celebrated  during a Community meeting attended by members 
of the Rochester A.M. Rotary and the student’s family. The student is presented with a 
certificate, and given an award of $20 for their own use, as well as $20 for Hope Hall to 
purchase new library books in honor of that student. After the Community meeting, the 
student, the family of the student, and members of the Rotary have a breakfast, provided 
by the Rochester A.M. Rotary.

We are very proud to announce that the January Student of the Month is 6th grader,  
Sophia Contino.  Sophia is an outstanding member of our Community and someone  
of whom we are all very proud.

Director’s Corner 	 Continued

Student of the Month

Congratulations to Sophia Contino, January Student of the Month!

“person’s point of view instead of his/her own. See what 
a difference that makes. Then ask each of them what they 
need to do differently.

When you’re with your children and see someone 
“different” or you see someone struggling, say to your child 
“ I wonder what it must be like to be that person—what do 
you think we can do to help him/her?”

Sometimes the answer is going to be as powerful as “Let’s 
give that person a smile and one good word.”

In the same way that astronauts had their “views” changed 
when they saw Earth and all life as connected, empathy, 
putting ourselves in someone else’s shoes, would help us 
to watch the nightly news very differently when we see the 
images of what’s left of homes and cities because of fires, 
floods, tornadoes, or when we see migrant parents and 
their children who have been separated from each other, 
or people whose lives have been shattered by gun violence 
and acts of hatred. That kind of empathy would keep us 
from being numb or indifferent to the needs of others, and 
help us move from empathy to compassion.

Compassion would move us to want to do something for 
others, and when we want to look beyond our own wants 
and needs and do something to help others, the embers of 
Hope are fanned into flames.

We may not be able to do much to change the situations 
that are rousing pain, suffering, or stress for others, but 
we can certainly help by not adding to that pain, suffering 
or stress. Putting ourselves “in other people’s shoes” may 
even move us to donate to groups that are trying to help, 
or volunteering, or smiling more at people, whether we 
know them well or not, or not participating in gossip or 
judgments about others.

May God bless all of us in our efforts to grow in empathy 
and reduce the violence in our world.

You are in my heart, and in my prayers



At Hope Hall School all of our students learn American Sign Language (ASL) for their foreign language graduation 
requirements. Learning ASL improves visual-spatial skills, memory, and multi-tasking. It also promotes sensitivity towards 
diverse communication styles and is a valuable skill to have, especially in the Rochester area where we have a higher deaf 
and hard of hearing population due to the world-renowned work of the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID).

Mrs. Rooney, Hope Hall's ASL Teacher, is always coming up with creative 
ways to teach ASL using the "Dolce Method for Learning Mastery." This 
past fall, students worked on publishing their own books and were able to 
participate in a Zoom with published author, Laurie Adamas, an adjunct 
instructor at Keuka College who has  published 10 books, including four 
children’s books and 6 young adult/historical books,  along with numerous 
articles, plays and more. Mrs. Rooney said "The kids were fantastic. I am so 
proud of them!"

During the holiday season, Mrs. Rooney taught her students about Dinner 
Table Syndrome, which is something that Deaf people regularly experience 
when going to holiday gatherings. Unfortunately a lot of people don't make 
an effort to communicate with the Deaf, leaving them feeling isolated and 
alone. Students did an escape room to learn more about this issue, and 
read an article with tips on how to make their holiday celebrations more 
inclusive. They also learned how to sign different holidays. 
The students in 7th & 8th grade worked on making their 
own posters for each section of the article, and the 8th 
grade also wrote a paragraph about Dinner Table Syndrome. 
The students work was put on display in the hallway for 
the entire Hope Hall Community to help raise awareness 
about how to help Deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals be 
included during your holiday celebrations and throughout 
the year. 

Great work Mrs. Rooney and all of her classes!

American Sign Language Curriculum at Hope Hall
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November Ribbon-Cutting Celebrates 
Hope for Tomorrow Campaign Donors                         

On Tuesday, November 14, 2023, Lead Donors to the 
Hope for Tomorrow Campaign gathered at Hope Hall 

for the official unveiling of the expansion and renovation 
project that the Campaign supported and to learn more 
about the impact the campaign will have on student 
programming. Donors, representatives from Taylor, The 
Builders, the General Contractor, and Passero Associates, 
the architectural firm, along with members of the Board 
of Trustees and representatives from the Town of Gates, 
gathered at the school to celebrate the culmination of this 
four year Comprehensive Campaign and take a tour of the 
project. Following the tour, guests enjoyed a luncheon, 
sponsored by Wegmans, Lyell Avenue.

For more information on the campaign or to make a gift 
to help support the expanded programs and services 
offered through the campaign, visit www.tinyurl.com/
HopeforTomorrowCampaign. 

The Hope for Tomorrow Campaign allowed us to:
• Double the size of the music room, providing space for 

instrument storage, comprehensive music education 
and extracurricular music activities

• Almost double the size of our woodworking center 
and add an inventory management center. The 
added space allows for a centralized location of all 
woodworking materials and activities, increasing 
the hands-on-learning time of our students. It also 
supports education in inventory management, which 
will allow students to earn a New York State Career 
Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) 
Certificate

• Create a modern science lab, almost twice as large 
as the outdated lab the school previously had. This 
lab provides the space and equipment for students 
to do Regents level labs as outlined by New York 

State Department of Education and explore scientific 
principles through in-depth, hands on methods as 
outlined in the “Dolce 
Method for Learning 
Mastery”

• Create a first-ever Social 
Emotional Learning 
Classroom to offer 
group work in areas of 
conflict management, 
team building, problem 
solving and more. 

Highlights the Project’s Impact on Student Learning        
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Florence M. Muller Foundation representatives prepare to cut the ribbon on the Science Lab.

Maureen & Mark Davitt tour the 
Woodworking Center with Sister Diana.

Thank you Wegmans, Lyell Ave.

Bob Montgomery & Donna Murano 
representing the Board of Trustees.
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The new spaces  became fully operational  in November 
and Faculty were eager to begin working with students on 
expanded programming support through these spaces.
We look forward to updating you on these programs 
in the coming months. All donors who supported the 
Campaign will be invited to an Open House this spring. 
If you haven’t had an opportunity to participate in Hope 
for Tomorrow yet, there is still time. Contact Samantha 
Standing, Director of Advancement, for more information 
at 585-426-5824 ext. 107 or samantha.standign@
hopehall.org 

Thank You to Our Lead Donors
• Anonymous
• Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Maureen Davitt
• Robert F. & Mary P. Hastings Foundation
• Karpus Family Fund at Rochester Area 
	 Community Foundation
• Florence M. Muller Foundation

Thank you!

Ms. Hamilton working with students on a Density lab in the new Science Lab.

Mr. House can transition from classroom instruction to instrument lessons seamlessly in 
the new Music Room.

Teamwork lesson in the SEL classroom. Students easily unload a lumber delivery off of 
the new lift. 



For many years, Hope Hall has had a St. Pauly Textile compa-
ny shed in our parking lot. This company takes clothing and 
linens, such as sheets and blankets, along with shoes, and 
stuffed animals and gives items that are in good condition to 
organizations working with people in Central America, refu-
gees, poor rural areas in our country such as Appalachia, and 
people in war torn Ukraine and Gaza. Anything that is ripped 
or stained is sold to a textile recycling facility that turns the 
items into cloth or paper. 

We received a year-end report from St. Pauly that from Jan-
uary 1, 2023- December 31, 2023 Hope Hall's clothing shed 
resulted in:
• 57,641 pounds of donated clothing
• This was enough to clothe 10,618 people all over the world
• This volume of donations resulted in Hope Hall receiving 

$2,306 to support our students

Thank you to all of you who dropped off clothing items, 
bedding, towels and other textiles that you no longer need. 
Not only did you help more than 10,000 in our country and 
around the world, but you also raised over $2,000 in much 

needed money for Hope Hall students. We truly are all con-
nected.

If you have any clothing, shoes, belts, linens, etc. that you 
no longer use, please, put them in a bag (all items must be 
bagged) and bring them to the shed in Hope Hall's parking 
lot. You will be helping to support the students of Hope Hall 
as well as many other people in need.

St. Pauly Textile, Inc. Helps Hope Hall Students and 
People Around the World

New Art & Activity Club this Fall was a Huge Hit

Art and Activity Club was held in October and November for students in 
Grades 3-6. The Club gave students the opportunity to be creative and active 
in a fun, social atmosphere. Physical Activity Stations with Mr. Zehr included 
badminton, soccer, Bounce Ball, and Gaga Ball. Art activities with Mr. Ture 
included painting, drawing, sculpting, and other independent art projects.

This club was a spinoff 
from some of the 
collaborative activities 
that take place during 
Summer Camp and the 
students had a great 
time. Mr. Zehr and 
Mr. Ture are looking 
forward to running the 
Club again next Fall.
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Experience

Sponsored by the Italian American Sport Club of Rochester 
1250 Buffalo Rd. Rochester, NY 14624

reserve Today for 

This sell-ouT evenT!
100% of proceeds are donated to Hope Hall!

First & Last Name or Organization Name: _______________________________________________________________________
_____________________

Phone: ________________________________________   Email: ____________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________________ State:  ______________________ Zip:_________________________

Enclosed is my check or credit card information for __________ tickets.
Please make checks payable to Hope Hall, or complete the credit card information below.

Please charge my credit card for $_____________________.  Card type:  ___ Visa   ___ MC   ___ Discover   __ Amex

Card Number: _________________________________________________ Exp. Date: _________________ CVV: ____________

Name on Card: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

If you would like to donate a gift in-kind for our event raffle, please provide the total estimated monetary value of your 
in-kind contribution: $_________ and a brief description here:____________________________________________________

Please include the first and last names of your guests and any dietary restrictions below:

1. ______________________________________________ 6. _________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________ 7. _________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________ 8. _________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________ 9. _________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________ 10. ________________________________________________

Enjoy a great time, featuring a delicious seven-course 
Italian meal including dessert, wine, music, and raffles!

Ticket Information
Tickets are: $40 per person, $320 for a table of 8, or $400 for a table of 10.

Tables seat 8 guests, 10 guests maximum. Reservations, payments, and gifts in-kind are needed by April 5.

Please complete and return the form below with payment by April 5 to:
Ms. Megan Pickering - Hope Hall School - 1612 Buffalo Road - Rochester, NY 14624

Questions? Contact Megan Pickering at Megan.Pickering@HopeHall.org or (585) 426-5824, ext. 108

ExperienceExperience

Saturday, April 20, 2024 ~ 6-10 pm
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Phone: (585) 426-0210
Fax: (585) 426-3319
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.
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During the 2023-2024 school year 
alone, Hope Hall will provide more than 
$2.5 million dollars in scholarships and 
financial aid to our students. Hope 
Hall receives no funding from school 
districts or government sources. 
Donor support is vital to our unique, 
high-quality educational model.

When generous people like you give 
to our annual fund drive, you make a 
difference in the lives of students 
who learn differently. YOU GIVE 
YOUNG PEOPLE A FUTURE FULL  
OF HOPE.

Thank you to everyone who has given to our annual appeal already. We still need help 
to reach our goal. You can give online at: https://tinyurl.com/HopeHallAnnualAppeal,  via the 
QR code to the right, or mail a gift to Hope Hall’s Advancement department at 1612 Buffalo 
Road, Rochester, NY 14624. Please put “Appeal” in the memo line and make checks payable to  
Hope Hall School.

Thank you for giving our students Hope.

“Hope is believing in spite of the evidence, and then watching the evidence change.”  - Jim Wallis

There’s still time to help us educate students who learn differently. 


