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“Acknowledging the good 
that you already have in  
your life is fundamental  
for all abundance.”
~Eckert Tolle

If you are someone who is a regular reader of our Newsletter, then 
you know that every month since September 11, 2001 we at Hope 
Hall have made a very conscious, deliberate choice to do all we can 
to end violence in our world. We know that each act of violence 
starts with an individual’s choice, an individual’s words, and the 
attitude towards life that a person holds in his/her heart.

During the month of November, we invite each of you reading this 
Newsletter to join all of us at Hope Hall in focusing on two values 
that can help all of us improve and strengthen the attitudes within 
our hearts. These values are GRATITUDE and OPTIMISM.

These two values really work hand in hand. Optimism is the force 
that motivates us to keep going, even when times are hard and 
everything seems bleak.

Gratitude is being thankful for what we have and all the good that 
is happening. Gratitude and Optimism help us to pay attention to 
what is right and good, and be thankful for those things, rather than 
always only paying attention to what’s wrong, or what we don’t 
have that we think we should have.

Both Gratitude and Optimism seem like simple concepts, but they 
are not easy, and like all good habits, they need to be cultivated. My 
chest starts pounding every time I think about what’s going on in
Ukraine, what’s going on in the Middle East, the violence in our own 
city and nation, and the horrible suffering of people who have lost 
everything because of hurricanes, wildfires, or other ways Mother
Nature is responding to the way we have treated our Earth.

If these things are all we look at and focus on, then it’s very difficult 
to focus on what’s good and what to be grateful for. And yet, it 
seems to me, that if we only focus on these horrible tragic events, 

then it’s easy to become hopeless, and hopelessness is the breeding 
ground for violence.

Gratitude makes it possible to look at what’s right instead of what’s 
wrong. Gratitude gives life to Hope and helps us to believe that 
trouble and problems can be the seeds of opportunity.

Optimism is the force that enables us to practice HOPE – to believe 
that the struggle may be long, but it’s definitely worth it; that in the 
end goodness and love will win. Optimism is what brings parents 
to Hope Hall when other schools and districts have made it clear 
that their child is never going to amount to much. Optimism is 
what keeps our teachers and staff at Hope Hall, even though they 
could be making much more money elsewhere.

Optimism is what enables us to look at a problem and recognize 
that within each problem lies an opportunity to make a change that 
will bring about something really good.

In this issue of our Newsletter, you will be reading about our Gala and 
its success. Hundreds of good people, who didn’t “owe” us anything, 
became sponsors, donated auction items, attended the Gala or 
sent in regret donations. They did this out of their own goodness 
to support our school, which many initially thought wouldn’t stay 
open for 6 months, and our children, all of whom were once told 
they couldn’t learn well and were made to feel unvalued and that 
they didn’t matter. That’s a lot to be grateful for! Our Gala Emcee, 
Krissey Nardecchia, donated her time and talent not just on the 
evening of the Gala, but for an entire year, giving our wonderful 
Gala Committee new ideas. She even flew in from California, where 
she lives, at no cost to Hope Hall. That’s a lot to be grateful for!

This month while we are talking with our students about Gratitude 
and Optimism, we encourage all of you, our readers, to do the 
same.

1. When your child comes homes, don’t ask, “How was your day?” 
You are likely to hear all kinds of negative things because 
they’ve just finished six hours of hard work and had a bus ride 
home that was long and more than likely noisy. Even though 
most of their day was good, if they’re over-tired or crabby from 
the bus ride, what you’ll hear will be negative, or nothing at all. 
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Instead, give then something cold to drink, sit down with them and say, “Tell me 3 
good things that happened today.” This is very concrete. They’ll have to slow down 
and sift through their thoughts, and your question will cause them to focus on the 
good. The more they practice this, the better they will become at filtering out the 
negative. This kind of focused question may even start a good conversation with 
your child. Whatever you do, don’t let them get away with saying, “Nothing good 
happened.” That answer is a cop-out and if you allow it, you’re giving your child 
permission to stay stuck in only looking at the bad.

2. Try to notice and stop patterns of negative thinking that race through your mind. 
Before you go to bed, think of, or make a list of, at least five good things that 
happened to you that day. I truly believe you’ll find that this one practice will make 
a huge difference in how you experience each day.

3. Once you think of those five good things, express gratitude for each of them, and 
be grateful that you can express gratitude.

May God continue to bless you and your families, and may God sustain us in our efforts 
to be people of Hope. 

May you and your loves ones have a wonderful, safe, joy-filled Thanksgiving Holiday!

With Love, deep Gratitude, and great Optimism,
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Spotlight on our Science Program

The theme of the Science Department for this year is “exploration”. All science classes will focus on exploring part of the world around us, 
and our team at Hope Hall has been doing a great job taking students through this exploration. Mrs. Sherron and Mrs. Ferris have been 
working hard to teach the youngest members of our Community lab safety and procedures for our new science lab, while our newest 
addition to the Science team, Mrs. Basturk has gone above and beyond in our middle school, teaching real world phenomena through 
hands-on experimentation.  In our high school, Ms. Hamilton is off to an amazing start in her new position as the Earth Science and 
Environmental Science teacher, helping students explore their natural world. Ms. Nasiatka and her Living Environment classes have been 
working with microscopes to investigate and explore the microscopic life on our planet. Amazing science has been happening all around 
Hope Hall because of our amazing team, and our beautiful new science lab to thank for it!

Since 1997, the Rochester A. M. Rotary has celebrated Hope Hall students through a Student of the Month pro-
gram. Teachers nominate students who go above and beyond in meeting the criteria for Student of the Month. 
The students must be: 

a) Helpful and volunteer service to the Hope Hall Community in a variety of ways. Rotary’s Motto is “Service 
above Self”, so volunteer service is very important to them, as it is to Hope Hall. 

b) Follow all of Hope Hall’s rules and be a kind, respectful student toward everyone--peers and adults alike. 

c) Put great effort into their classwork and assignments and participate well in class. One student is chosen from among the Nomi-
nees and becomes Student of the Month. 

All Nominees are listed on a bulletin board at school and receive a dress down pass. The Student of the Month is celebrated during 
a Community meeting attended by members of the Rochester A.M. Rotary and the student’s family. The student is presented with 
a certificate, and given an award of $20 for their own use, as well as $20 for Hope Hall to purchase new library books in honor of 
that student. After the Community meeting, the student, the family of the student, and members of the Rotary have a special 
breakfast, provided by the Rochester A.M. Rotary.

We are very proud to announce that our newest Student of the Month is Charlee “CP” Kelsey. Charlee “CP” is one of our sopho-
mores. CP meets all of the criteria for Student of the Month, and is an outstanding member of our community. Congratulations CP! 
We are so proud of you!

Student of the Month: Charlee “CP” Kelsey



Sapphire Strickland is a 
member of Hope Hall's Class of 
2012, the first Class to graduate 
from Hope Hall's High School.  
Sapphire went on to get her 
nursing degree and is now an 
LPN working in the Long Term 
Care Unit at St. Ann's Home.  
Sapphire told Sr. Diana that 
she loves giving the residents 
a piece of her heart and the 
care they need and deserve.  
Sapphire's son, Vhee, has just 
entered Hope Hall's 4th grade, 

and Sr. Diana now officially feels like a Grandmother! We are so 
proud of you, Sapphire, and so very happy to have your wonderful 
son as a new member of our Hope Hall Community!

Gina Gottschalk is a member of 
the first class to graduate from 
Hope Hall in 2012.

Immediately after graduating, 
Gina got a job at Wegmans 
Foods, first as a cashier, and then 
in the Meat Department.  Gina is 
currently employed with Palmer 
Food Services and is an Appren-
tice Meat Cutter.  Gina had the 
day off from work and came to 
visit school.  Mr. Hopp, the lead 
teacher in our Woodworking 

Program, remembered Gina's great skills with saws, and her creativ-
ity, so he immediately put her to work as a "Volunteer".  Gina, Come 
back often, we are so very proud of you!

Alumni

SAVE THE DATE
Hope Hall School Holiday 

Woodworking Sale
DECEMBER 14, 2024

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Extraordinary hand-crafted Wooden items!

Find something for everyone on your list 
Additional Artisans and crafters, music,  

a pick-your-gift raffle, and loads of holiday cheer!

Hope Hall School is located at 1612 Buffalo Road. The main 
entrance is through the parking lot, behind the school. 

FREE, AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN   
THE HOPE HALL SCHOOL GYM.



Toast for Hope Gala: THANK YOU! 

Our annual Toast for Hope Gala proved to be a big highlight of the year! 
Over two-hundred twenty-five of Hope Hall School’s closest friends, 
donors, sponsors and volunteers gathered together at Monroe Golf 
Club on October 5th to raise nearly an astounding $220,000 for the 
children we serve including an incredibly generous $20,000 match 
from Richard & Carol Crossed during our Call from the 
Heart. We also were thrilled to honor Frank & Donna 
Murano with the Robert W. August Inspiring Hope Award 
for their dedicated service and contagious love for Hope 
Hall School. So well deserved!
 
The event could not have been a success without the 
amazing support of the Toast for Hope Gala Committee, 
our emcee Krissey Nardecchia, all of our amazing 
sponsors and donors who packed the room full that 
evening as well as our volunteers who showed up to help 
make the event happen! We are so grateful!
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CONSTRUCT A BETTER
TOMORROW FOR FUTURE

GENERATIONS
Construction Management | General

Construction | Design Build

Proud supporters of the important work Hope Hall does for the children of our community.

Company Retirement Plans and Personal Financial Planning

Helping people achieve
financial security for
themselves and the
people they love. 

www.SageRutty.com/ParkerBurke

On October 1st, our high school students were able to attend ROC 
With Your Hands. This event was sponsored by Rochester Tech-
nology and Manufacturing Association (RTMA) and held at the 
Rochester Community Sports Complex

Our students were able to learn about advanced manufacturing, 
skilled trades, heavy equipment, and auto tech through hands-on 
demonstrations, activities, and conversations with professionals 
in the different trades. ROC With Your Hands was a great oppor-
tunity for our students to not only learn about the trades but also 
practice speaking to professionals, highlight their own profession-
alism, and start planning for their future. 

Our students made us incredibly proud!

Champions of Hope ADS ROC With Your Hands (RWYH)



     Sister Diana Dolce, S.S.J. pondering a
student’s response during a classroom
activity at Hope Hall School in 1994.

Celebrating a vision and mission devoted 
to children succeeding in school and life!

In early 1993, Sister Diana and a group of 12 women whom she highly
respected, created a set of By-Laws for what would become a Board of
Trustees and set up a curriculum for grades 3 through 8 that would entirely
utilize the methods of instruction that Sister Diana had created. They put
together all the materials needed to become an incorporated 501-c3
organization and they searched for an appropriate building and location for
the school. 

While teaching in the parochial school system for many years, Sister Diana Dolce
recognized that some students needed an entirely different approach to learning
in order to learn as much or as well as everyone else. Over time Sister Diana
developed teaching strategies and a methodology that proved to be highly
effective in helping these students succeed.

In June of 1992, Sister Diana Dolce asked to meet with the Leadership Team of
the Sisters of St. Joseph and explained the huge unmet need that existed then,
and continues to exist today, within the current education system. Children who
had learning challenges such as Central Auditory Processing Delays, Attention
Deficit/Hyper Disorder (ADHD), and mild anxiety disorders, or who were on the
higher end of the Autism Spectrum, needed a whole different teaching approach.
They could learn, but they learned differently. The Leadership Team explained
that, while the Sisters of St. Joseph could not afford to open a new school, if
Sister Diana could figure out a way, she had their permission to start a school for
those children who needed a whole different approach to learning. 

GRATEFUL FOR 30
YEARS STRONG

In January 1994, Sister Diana signed the lease for the building at 1612 Buffalo
Road that was to become Hope Hall School. After countless hours of sweat,
tears, paint and a lot of faith among an army of dedicated volunteers, Hope Hall
School opened its doors to students on September 7, 1994. There were a total
of 43 students and 6 teachers, one of which was Sister Diana, who taught
Middle School Social Studies while also being Principal and helping with
maintenance.

Over the next 29 years, Hope Hall School has grown to meet the growing
demand of children who need this specialized way of learning in order to thrive. 

Today, Hope Hall School is a school for 140 children in grades 3 through 12 and
is incredibly proud to have a 100% graduation rate. Hope Hall School Alumni
are a remarkable group of hard-working, respectful, and honest members of our
civic community’s work forces, contributing to make the Great Rochester
Community a better place because of who they are, and how they are. 

To learn more about what
we are doing to celebrate
our 30th Anniversary or
for information about

sending an Anniversary
gift, please scan the 

QR code.
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Phone: (585) 426-0210
Fax: (585) 426-3319
www.hopehall.org

Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.
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