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In our September Newsletter, I wrote about developing 
a culture of Hope, both within our Hope Hall School 
Community, and beyond. This culture begins with using a 
language of Hope because language is such an important 
part of any culture; indeed, it’s the very thing that makes it 
possible for shared ways of believing, thinking and acting to 
be communicated.

If you are a regular reader of our newsletter, you may recall 
that last February our theme and focus for the month was 
empathy. This is worth repeating. During this month our 
American culture spends a lot of time, energy, and money on 
our hearts, candy, and cards all with the intention of letting 
someone know they are cared about. Usually the one giving 
the card, or candy, or flowers, already has made a place in 
his/her heart for the one who is getting the gift. Empathy 
takes our heart to a deeper level.

Empathy is another step in helping our students to develop 
a language of Hope. Empathy is something that I believe 
has become an “under-used value.” 

I believe technology has helped make empathy under-used. 
It is so easy to only listen to, or “plug-in” to views and opinions 
that support our own, and often, when this happens, the 
common good, or the feelings and needs of people around 
us get lost. Sometimes other points of view that might have 

great value, especially if they are merged with our own point 
of view. They may create a whole new vision for everyone. 
Isolation and only focusing on ourselves makes it so easy to 
only see everything from one point of view—our own—and 
looking at everything only from our own point of view often 
leaves us blind.

Empathy means putting ourselves in someone else’s 
place and trying to feel what she or he is feeling. It forces 
us to look at a situation from someone else’s point of view, 
instead of seeing every situation only from the way we’re  
experiencing it.

Empathy makes us look at how we’re all alike, instead of 
only noticing what makes us different. 

Developing the virtue of empathy and holding it as a value, 
is going to take some work and some practice. I’m going 
to go out on a limb a bit here, but I’m guessing this might 
be true for all of us adults, as well as for our children. The 
important thing is that we begin to at least pay attention 
to the fact that the essential needs of all of us are the same; 
the need to be loved, to feel valued, to feel respected, to feel 
appreciated, to know that we matter. 

Empathy would help us to see a person struggling to speak 
English, not with suspicion, but with a sense of “How would 
I want to be treated if I were in a foreign country trying to 
speak the language of that country?” 

Empathy would help us not to park on diagonal lines in 
areas reserved for the handicapped parking because we’d 
be thinking, “How would a person in a wheelchair get in the 
door if I’m on these lines—that could be me in a wheelchair.” 

Empathy would make us think twice about participating in 
gossip, or judging co-workers or family members, thinking 
they’re doing something “wrong” if they’re not doing it 
exactly the way we would. 

Director’s Corner 	 EMPATHY

“Many astronauts have reported 
that once they glimpsed Earth from 

space—a small blue ball floating 
in the vast expanse, lacking our 

human-made borders—they never 
looked at their personal or national 

interests in quite the same way. 
They saw the oneness of life.” 

- The Book of Joy
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Cultivating empathy in our lives, and being people who 
practice empathy is one gigantic step in practicing a 
language of Hope and creating a culture of Hope. For those 
of you who are parents, if your children are arguing with each 
other, instead of yelling, try having both of them sit down and 
tell you the problem from the other person’s point of view 
instead of his/her own. See what a difference that makes. 
Then ask each of them what they need to do differently. 

When you’re with your children and see someone “different” 
or you see someone struggling, say to your child “I wonder 
what it must be like to be that person—what do you think 
we can do to help him/her?” Sometimes the answer is going 
to be as powerful as “Let’s give that person a smile and one 
good word.” 

In the same way that astronauts had their “views” changed 
when they saw Earth and all life as connected, empathy, 
putting ourselves in someone else’s shoes, would help us 
to watch the nightly news very differently when we see the 
images of what’s left of homes and cities because of fires, 
floods, and tornadoes. In watching the devastation caused 
by the LA wildfires, empathy would also cause us to think 
about those first responders and their families who must 
be so frightened. Empathy would help us put ourselves in 
the position of migrant parents and their children who have 

been separated from each other, or people whose lives have 
been shattered by gun violence and acts of hatred. That kind 
of empathy would keep us from being numb or indifferent 
to the needs of others, and help us move from empathy to 
compassion.

Compassion would move us to want to do something for 
others, and when we want to look beyond our own wants 
and needs and do something to help others, the embers of 
Hope are fanned into flames. 

We may not be able to do much to change the situations that 
are rousing pain, suffering, or stress for others, but we can 
certainly help by not adding to that pain, suffering or stress. 
Putting ourselves “in other people’s shoes” may even move us 
to donate to groups that are trying to help, or volunteering, 
or smiling more at people, whether we know them well or 
not, or not participating in gossip or judgments about others. 

May God bless all of us in our efforts to grow in empathy and 
reduce the violence in our world. You are in my heart, and in 
my prayers, always.

Since 1997, the Rochester A. M. 
Rotary has celebrated Hope Hall 
students through a Student of 
the Month program. Teachers 
nominate students who go above 
and beyond in meeting the criteria 
for Student of the Month. 

The students must be: 
a) Helpful and volunteer service 

to the Hope Hall Community in a variety of ways. Rotary’s 
Motto is “Service above Self”, so volunteer service is very 
important to them, as it is to Hope Hall. 
b) Follow all of Hope Hall’s rules and be a kind, respectful 
student toward everyone--peers and adults alike. 
c) Put great effort into their classwork and assignments and 
participate well in class. 

One student is chosen from among the Nominees and 

becomes Student of the Month. 

All Nominees are listed on a bulletin board at school and 
receive a dress down pass. The Student of the Month is 
celebrated during a Community meeting attended by 
members of the Rochester A.M. Rotary and the student’s 
family. The student is presented with a certificate, and given 
an award of $20 for their own use, as well as $20 for Hope 
Hall to purchase new library books in honor of that student. 
After the Community meeting, the student, the family 
of the student, and members of the Rotary have a special 
breakfast, provided by the Rochester A.M. Rotary.

We are very proud to announce that our newest Student of 
the Month is Jaedan Booker. Jaedan is one of our Juniors, 
meets all of the criteria for Student of the Month, and is an 
outstanding member of our community. Congratulations 
Jaedan! We are so proud of you! 

Student of the Month: Jaedan Booker



The Literacy Showcase Shines Again at Hope Hall School!

Hope Hall School recently celebrated its fourth annual Literacy 
Showcase, an event that has quickly become a beloved tradition 
among students and staff. This year’s showcase was a joyful 
celebration of reading, creativity, and storytelling, designed to 
spark a love for literacy in students of all ages. The event featured 

an array of engaging activities, 
including storytelling sessions, 
a bookmark-making workshop, 
and other fun activities.

One exciting aspect of the 
event was the opportunity for 
students to earn tickets through 
participation. These tickets 
were redeemed for brand-
new books, allowing students 
to expand their personal 
libraries while rewarding their 
effort and enthusiasm. The 
joy on students' faces as they 
selected their new books was 
a testament to the success of 
the event in fostering a love for 
reading.

The Literacy Showcase 
was a collaborative effort, 
thoughtfully organized by the 
English Language Arts (ELA) 
and Reading departments. 
However, its success would not 
have been possible without 
the unwavering support of the 
entire Hope Hall faculty and 
staff. Teachers, administrators, 
and support staff all played 
pivotal roles in ensuring the 
event ran smoothly, creating 
a welcoming and festive 
atmosphere for the students.

This year’s Literacy Showcase 
once again highlighted the 

importance of community and collaboration in education. As 
our school looks forward to future showcases, the event remains 
a shining example of how creativity and teamwork can inspire a 
lifelong love of learning and reading among students.



Spotlight on Our Career Program

On Tuesday, January 7th, our high school students had the 
opportunity to attend an engaging presentation on the 
Optics Program at MCC. Michael Powlin, Abbey Helfer, and 
Sam Lamandola, the presenters, highlighted the increasing 
demand for careers in the field of Optics, illustrating its 
importance in today’s job market.

The students participated in hands-on activities that allowed 
them to explore various aspects of optics firsthand. Their 
curiosity was visible as they listened intently, answered 

questions with confidence, and exhibited 
enthusiasm throughout the session.

As an interesting fact, MCC is the nation’s only community 
college that awards Associate Degrees in precision 
Optics, emphasizing the unique opportunities available 
to students interested in this vital 
industry.

https://www.monroecc.edu/depts/
eomctech/programs/optical-systems-
technology/ or scan QR code.

2024 Holiday Concert

This past December, students 
in Mr. Steve House's music 
classes performed for a 
packed gymnasium in Hope 
Hall's first Winter Concert 
since 2019! Each general 
music class learned a song 
for this performance, as did 
8th Grade Blackhawk Band 
and our all-age Blackhawk 
Chorus. Students, parents, 
and staff were also treated to a 
performance by the Potsdam 
Pointercounts, an a cappella 
group from SUNY Potsdam, 
who finished their winter tour 
at Hope Hall. Mr. House is very proud of all of his students who worked 
so hard to prepare for their performances and thanks everyone who 
helped support the performance, from making and setting up the 
decorations to serving hot cocoa and cookies! Our next performance 
will be our Fine Arts Festival on June 13, 2025. 



EXPERIENCE

Reserve your spot by April 5 
For more information or for help purchasing a ticket, table or sponsorship,

contact Taylor Ballard at taylor.ballard@hopehall.org or (585) 426-5824, ext. 117.

$50 Per Person | $380 for Table of 8

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Enjoy a great time, featuring a delicious 
six-course Italian meal including dessert, wine, music, and raffles! 

Sponsored by the Italian American Sport Club of Rochester 
1250 Buffalo Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Spritz & Sip Sponsor 
(exclusive) $2,000

Become our exclusive Spritz & Sip Bar
Sponsor and enjoy recognition at the bar and

visibility throughout the whole night. 
Package Includes:

Table of 10 
Name or logo exclusively displayed 

at the bar and each table
Recognition during the event 

Buona Tavola 
“Good Table” Sponsor 

$1,000
Become a Table Sponsor and enjoy unique visibility

at each table. The Buona Tavola translates to
"Good Table" in Italian and will showcase your

dedication to our mission for all attendees to see.
Package Includes:

Table of 8 
Name or logo displayed on each dinner table 

Recognition during the event

Dolce Sponsor
$150

Become a Dessert Sponsor and
sweeten the experience for all

attendees. Join us at the event, along
with a guest, and let all our attendees

know you support our work.
Package Includes:
2 Individual Tickets

Recognition during the event

To purchase tickets, tables or lock in a sponsorship
Scan QR code or visit hopehall.org/special-events/experienceitaly
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Visits from our Elected Officials

Science Fun!

The Florence M. Muller Science 
Lab was alive with science 
experiences for our Middle School 
students. In studying The Solar 
System, our 6th grade students 
made paper mache planets. Our 7th 
grade students made salt dough 
planets, and our 8th grade students 
made 3D atoms. We are deeply 
grateful to the Florence M. Muller 
Foundation for giving us our new 
science lab. This kind of work and 
learning would never have been 
possible on small classroom desks.

Over the last several months Hope Hall has welcomed 
representatives from County, State and Federal government 
into our school to learn about our mission, and the work 
we do, as well as meet staff, faculty and students. These 
visits have been energizing, engaging and productive as 
we share our story and the work we’ve done over the last 
thirty years. We are also hopeful that these conversations 
will lead to partnerships for future financial support and 
advocacy at their respective levels of government. We 

welcomed Congressman Joe Morelle, County Executive 
Adam Bello, NYS Senator Jeremey Cooney, NYS Senator 
Samra Brouk, NYS Assemblyman Josh Jensen, NYS 
Assemblyman Demond Meeks, NYS Assemblyman Harry 
Bronson, NYS Assemblywoman Jennifer Lunsford and 
NYS Assemblywomen Sarah Clark. We remain grateful for 
the opportunity to share our story and mission with these 
valued public servants and look forward to welcoming other 
representatives in the future!  



Hope Hall's Annual Holiday Sale, 
featuring beautifully crafted items 
made in our Woodworking Program, 
was a wonderful success.  People 
arrived early and were really impressed 
with the quality of workmanship each 
item showed, and the very reasonable 
prices of each item.  Our objective is to 
have people come, see what excellent 
skills our students are learning, and 
leave feeling as if they have gotten 
some real bargains.  Many of our current 
high school students, as well as our 
Alumni, were there to help customers.  
We also had some raffle items provided 
by the other vendors who participated 
in our sale, as well as a 50/50 raffle and 
a "This and That” table--our smaller 
version of a garage sale.  Altogether, 
the event raised almost $10,000 
to help support our woodworking 
program, which prepares our students 
not only with "hard job skills' such as 
using math and creating blueprints by 
hand, running complicated machinery, 
measurement and design, and cleaning 
up a workspace once you're finished 
working, but also "soft job skills" such 
as working together collaboratively to 

problem solve, listening and following 
directions, respect for other workers and 
equipment, taking pride in everything 
you do and not just putting in time with 
sloppy, careless work.  These are just a 
small sample of all that our students are 
learning in our woodworking program.  
One of the side skills that come out of 
the program is that as our students 
learn how to operate very complicated 
machinery, and make beautiful 

furniture, they develop not only a great 
sense of pride and confidence, but they 
also see the value and importance of 
math and all of the things they are 
learning in our Career Classes.  They 
know that the same brain that can 
run some serious saws and sanding 
machines, can also learn and master 
all of the other courses they are taking, 
even the ones as abstract as Global 
Studies.  THANK YOU to everyone who 
came and supported our Holiday Sale.  
We hope you, and lots of other people, 
will join us again next year.

2024 Annual Holiday Sale
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Education is the 
most powerful 
weapon you can 
use to change 
the world. 
– Nelson Mandela 

– Bob & Donna   Montgomery
”

”

We are proud to support 
the mission and work of 
Hope Hall School during this 
remarkable 30th Anniversary 
year. We are looking forward 
to seeing what the next  
30 years will bring! Please join us in supporting 

Hope Hall School with a 
30th Anniversary Gift to 
support children who 
learn differently! 
- Betty & Jim Tudisco

“

“


