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Much attention has been given to 
bullying across our nation. If you’ve 
been watching the news then you 
know that bullying is something 
that currently is done by adults as 
well as young people. A law passed 
in 2014 called the Dignity for All 
Students Act (DASA) was designed 
to ensure that all schools and 
school districts would set in place 
policies for how to handle acts of 

bullying and aggression. 

All of this is fine, but also sad; sad because most of the 
attention is on the acts of aggression and the victims rather 
than on creating a culture of respect and non-violence within 
our schools. When DASA first came out I smiled because 
Hope Hall had for years been doing everything stated within 
that law and more. Our school has a culture that is more 
than simply zero tolerance for violence. It is a culture that 
teaches values such as tolerance, acceptance, empathy, 
respect and hospitality with the same deliberateness and 
seriousness that it teaches math, reading, science, etc. It is 
our “common core curriculum” at the heart of all we do. We 
have large-scale images of bullying in our minds—from kids 
punching other kids or shaking them down for lunch money, 
to school security guards body slamming students to the 
ground, to political leaders calling names and saying terrible 
things about anyone who has a different point of view. But 
the more subtle forms of bullying, the more “under-the-
radar” forms of bullying that adults do to adults and 
teach children to do to children, often go unnoticed by 
everyone except those being hurt. 

These acts of bullying have to do with rejection, leaving people 
out, doing or saying things to another person that makes 

that person feel that he/she doesn’t matter, is unwelcome, or 
doesn’t belong or fit in. These more subtle acts of bullying are 
learned and practiced by all of us, adults and children, every 
day. They don’t look as bad as the big physical acts of bullying, 
but they hurt just as much and have long-lasting effects. 

Think for a minute of the individuals with whom you come in 
contact each day who are ignored, who are never invited to 
join others, who at best are excluded, and at worst, gossiped 
about. These individuals may act as though it doesn’t bother 
them or it doesn’t hurt, but the hurt runs deep and the scars 
last. 

One of the best ways to counter these subtle forms of 
bullying is to cultivate and truly embrace the value of 
tolerance, and the deeper value of acceptance. 

During the month of March, all of us at Hope Hall will be focused 
on the fact that God loves differences and that differences are 
good. Students will learn that tolerance means you don’t 
judge something or someone as being bad just because the 
person looks or acts in different ways from you or your friends. 
Tolerance means you allow someone to be, and you treat the 
person with respect, just because they are a person. If there is 
something different about the way they act or look, it doesn’t 
matter, but the person DOES matter. Tolerance requires that 
we all follow the “Golden Rule” and treat everyone the way we 
would want to be treated. It flows from empathy.

Once tolerance for difference is part of one’s life, we can move 
to the next step, which is acceptance. Acceptance goes even 
deeper. Acceptance means you take that person into 
your heart. You befriend the person and have a deep 
respect for the person. You like the person no matter 
what, and you let the person know that regardless of skin 
color, ethnic background, sexual orientation, physical 
challenges, idiosyncrasies caused by autism or other 
neurological challenges, IQ, financial status, tattoos, 
political party, or whatever else we note as a difference, 
the person is created by God and deserves to be treated 
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“Start with the impossible, then proceed 
calmly toward the improbable.” 

- Daniel Berrigan
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as a valued member of God’s family. 

Acceptance is not easy to come to, and so we have to 
start with small steps toward an awareness of tolerance. But 
acceptance is absolutely essential if we are to participate 
in nonviolence and be men and women who hold a higher 
standard than what society shows us. 

Our children will be immersed in that value every day at Hope 
Hall. We need everyone’s help to keep that immersion going 
when they are not at Hope Hall. We need everyone reading 
this Newsletter to do a “heart check” and notice how 
you respond to folks who look, act, or think differently 
from the way you do. If all of us can start with steps toward 
tolerance, moving to the deeper level of acceptance will follow, 
but it’s going to take time, and it’s going to take work. Hope is 
what makes quotes like the one from Daniel Berrigan become 
more than just words. Learning to respect people even if we 

don’t hold the same beliefs and values as they do, and then 
coming to accept them and take them into our hearts may 
seem impossible things to do. But if we all start making an effort 
to begin practicing at least tolerance in what we think, act, and 
do, then we will, in fact, move toward the improbable and 
create within ourselves, and our families, and our workplaces, 
what seems unlikely- a culture of acceptance in which violence 
has no place. Hope demands nothing less. 

You are in my heart and in my prayers as we take this journey 
together. May God bless each of you and your families. May 
this be a time in which the best core values of who we are as 
individuals and who we are as a nation come from the shadows 
and show themselves stronger and more vibrant than ever. 

Students in Mrs. Rooney's 9B, 8B, and 8A classes can add 
a new title under their belts--published authors! The 
students worked together to write, edit, illustrate, and publish 
their own storybook geared towards kids to bring awareness 
to the Deaf Community and Deaf culture! 

The 9B class wrote "Doug the Duck". It’s a story about a Deaf 
duckling who is separated from his family and finds new 
friends along the way who help him make his way home and 
learn how to communicate with someone in a different way! 
This book was illustrated entirely by our very own, Ahmad 
Brown. His classmates helped add color to bring his designs 
to life. 8A took the theme of Deaf people adapting to a hearing 
world and flipped it upside down-- their story was about the 
Johnson family who moved to ‘Deafchester’--a town where 
everyone signs! They each had to figure out the best way to 
communicate with the people their characters came across in 
their new home. 8B's story took on a familiar setting-- a new 
student joined their class at 
Hope Hall and she is Deaf! 
Each student wrote a chapter 
and included drawings about 
their feelings and how they 
welcomed their newest 
classmate. Students learned 
about the entire writing 
process from beginning to 
end, and we are anxiously 
awaiting our books to arrive 
from the publisher in a few 
short weeks. 

The rest of Mrs. Rooney's classes are preparing for Deaf 
History Month in April. They will learn more about the 
history of how ASL came to be, and some notable Deaf 
figures whose contributions have brought awareness to the 
Deaf Community. Every class in grades 6th-9th have now 
incorporated Voices-Off, which has the students signing and 
interacting with their classmates through ASL. Students are 
enjoying the challenge and opportunity to practice more 
signing with their classmates in a more relaxed and fun way! 

*The letter D in Deaf is capitalized because it indicates a 
person's cultural identity as a member of the Deaf Community.  
The lowercase "d" typically refers to the medical condition of 
hearing loss. 

*"Hearing-impaired" is outdated language and can sometimes 
be viewed as offensive. Instead of saying hearing-impaired, you 
can use the term "hard-of-hearing" or "someone with hearing 
loss" to better describe someone's hearing status. 

Spotlight on American Sign Language (ASL)



Winter Dance; 
Connecting Children, Creating Community, Changing Lives

Spirit Squad, led by Mrs. Rooney and Ms. 
Hamilton, spent the last 10 weeks planning and 
preparing for not one but two winter dances for 
all of our students in grades 3-12! Tina Mlendja, 
Bella Ramos, Janiyah Pierro-Hill, Jemarii 
Daughtry, Son’ai Chavis, & Zaliyah Brito 
worked under the guidance of Mrs. Rooney and 
Ms. Hamilton to plan, fundraise, and execute two 
great events. Dress-down days were organized, 
where students and staff could pay $1, in order 
to fundraise for the dance. Some of the themed 
dress-downs were “Beat the Winter Blues” where 
everyone wore blue and “Decades Day” where 
everyone could dress like someone from the 
90’s-2000’s! Their hard work and perseverance 
paid off– Spirit squad raised almost $500 to fund 
their events! This covered the cost of decorations, 
snacks, and DJ Chuck Argento! 

On Friday, February 7th, grades 3-6 students 
had the opportunity to dress up and join their 
classmates in the Community Room for dancing, 
snacks, and fun during Community Connection. 
The party continued on Saturday, February 7th for 
grades 7-12 in the gym which was transformed 
into a “Shimmer & Shine” wonderland underneath 
the soft glow of hundreds of Christmas lights 
and unique snowflakes that the Spirit Squad 
cut out and designed out of recycled paper 
found in classrooms throughout the school. All 
of the students had a blast out on the dance 
floor, stopping at the photo booth, and enjoying 
socializing by our virtual fireplace. You even saw 
some of our familiar staff members on the dance 
floor showing off their dance moves, and teaching 
the students how to dance to classics like the 
“Cupid Shuffle” and the “Macarena!” This was the 
first ever dance for most of the students, and only 
possible for them because of Hope Hall. A fun 
night was had by everyone!
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“Please join us in 
recognizing the faculty, 
staff, administrators, and 
volunteers, who shine bright 
lights on the superpowers 
of every single student at 
Hope Hall School.”
— Liz & Paul Harrington


