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If you have been reading our Newsletters, you know that 
in March we focused on tolerance and acceptance— 
working together to achieve a common goal, and respectfully 
honoring different ideas and solutions to problem solving 
while achieving that goal, knowing that in most cases, there is 
always more than one way of achieving anything. We looked 
at the fact that differences enrich all of us.

In February, we focused on empathy—putting ourselves in 
someone else’s “shoes” and treating them the way we would 
want to be treated. 

Developing habits of tolerance, acceptance, and empathy 
are not easy, especially if competition, seeing everything only 
from our own point of view, negative thinking, only caring 
about our own wants and needs, has been our usual way of 
operating. That’s one of the reasons why our April focus—
perseverance—is so essential. 

Perseverance—sticking with something no matter how 
difficult it may be—requires hope and an “I/we can do this” 
mentality. If a person believes that no matter how much effort 
s/he puts into something, it’s not going to matter, or it won’t 
make a difference, or it won’t turn out well anyway, then 
an attitude of hopelessness takes over and perseverance 
becomes meaningless and impossible. 

The lingering COVID, fighting the flu, and current events in 
our country and our world put all of us into one situation after 
the next that has moved us in and out of feeling helpless and 
hopeless, and more than ever before, needing perseverance. 

Feelings of being helpless and hopeless can easily take over 
our minds and hearts and hold our attitudes captive. 

For many years, prior to coming to Hope Hall, our students 
“existed” in hopeless school situations. They weren’t being 
taught the way they needed to be taught. They were told to 
“pay attention” when they were trying to pay attention, but 
nothing was making sense to them. They were told to “try 
harder” when they were already putting all of the effort they 
had into the work. They were called “lazy” when they felt 
overwhelmed and gave up. 

Helping our students to learn and acquire the habit of 
perseverance so that it becomes a “way of being” for them, 
requires all of us to help our children to “erase” these old 
messages of being lazy, dumb, not trying hard enough and 
not paying attention. This takes a great deal of effort on the 
part of all of the adults, both in school and at home, because 
the hurtful, negative messages started when each child was 
very young. They are deeply imbedded and it only takes one 
statement such as “How many times do I have to tell you…” to 
bring all of the feelings of inadequacy up again. 

If all of us who are adults took a minute to think about it, would 
we be willing to keep trying if we were in a situation where no 
matter what we did, or how hard we tried, it wouldn’t matter 
or wouldn’t be good enough? 

During April, I am asking every adult reading this Newsletter to 
take some steps that will encourage perseverance, whether 
you have a child at Hope Hall or not. Our words are so powerful 
and there’s already so much hopelessness and negativity all 
around us, that positive self-talk is hard enough, let alone 
using positive language with others—family, coworkers, 
neighbors, clerks in a store—anyone. 

Steps to take with the children: 
1. Don’t say “pay attention” or “focus” as if they weren’t. Make 
eye contact and say “I really need you to listen to what I’m 

Director’s Corner 	 PERSEVERANCE

Continued on page 2 ...

“Hope is more than a word—
it is a state of being. It’s a firm 
belief that even if you don’t 
know how, even if you don’t 
know when, God is with us (in 
the struggle) and better days 
are ahead”  - Daniel Berrigan
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about to say.” This gives the children a “heads-up” that what 
they’re about to hear is important. 
2. If your child attends Hope Hall and has difficulty processing 
everything s/he hears, ask your child to repeat back to you 
what you said. Whatever they leave out wasn’t processed so 
tell them “good job” for what they did repeat, and then simply 
say what they left out over again. 
3. If the child seems to be struggling with something or says 
“I can’t do this,” don’t say “Let me help.” This gives the child the 
idea that s/he can’t do it without you, which leads to thinking 
“I’m so dumb” or “Whenever something is hard, I can give up 
and someone will rescue me.” Instead, say “Let’s see if we can 
do this together,” then start asking questions such as “Can you 
read the directions for me?” then “What do you think we should 
do first?” Asking the child to take the lead helps to create a 
“can do” impression. Then, when you come to the thing that 
the child really can’t do or doesn’t understand, show him/ her 
what to do, let the child try it, praise his/her efforts or praise the 
“approximation” if it’s not quite right. If the attempt is correct, 
after you’ve said “great job” say “How about if you try the next 
one yourself while I watch.” Again, praise for the effort is just as 
important as praise for the outcome. 
4. Be very careful of name calling: “Dumb,” “Lazy,” “Careless,” 
“What a jerk” are all things people say about others that make 
a very strong impression on children whether they are 2 years 
old or 20. 

Steps to do for yourself (and others):
1. Pay attention to your “self-talk.” When our thoughts only 
focus on what’s wrong, what we (or someone else) can’t do, 
or how bad things are, those thoughts and that negative self-
talk take over all of our actions and drive out any desire to 
persevere or “stick with it.” 
2. Be careful to say to yourself, your children, other family 
members, often and every day, “I know this is hard, but we 
are healthy, and we are strong, and we can get through this. 
We’ve got this!” These words will fire up our spirit and guide 
our actions. 
3. Make a conscious effort to live as a person of Hope. If you are 
in the habit of always thinking or believing only what seems 
to be the reality in front of you, then “I/we can’t do this” and 
negative self-talk becomes a “normal” state of being for you. On 
the other hand, “This is going to be hard, but it’s worth the 
effort and there has to be a way of getting through this” is 
the state of being of hope that gives life and meaning to 
perseverance. 

May God bless all of us in our efforts to persevere in whatever 
is difficult and be a Community of Hope.

Each year in May, we have a major fundraiser for our school 
called Walk for Hope. Our school has an annual operating 
budget of over $3 million which we raise “from scratch” each 
year. The Walk for Hope is one of four events that helps us to 
do this.

When our school opened thirty-years ago, we made a very 
conscious decision to be a school for children who needed us, 
not just a school for kids who could afford tuition. The annual 
cost to teach a child at Hope Hall is $25,000. The most tuition 
any family pays out-of-pocket is $5,700, so every family with a 
child at Hope Hall essentially gets a $19,300 scholarship, and 
more than 80% of our families get additional financial aid, 
based on income and need.

From a strictly “business perspective,” starting each year with a 
$19,300 deficit for each “customer” is a terrible business plan. 
But Hope Hall has always been God’s plan, and while many who 
look at financial facts with corporate eyes really believed our 
school would close after six months, the eyes of faith helped us 
to look beyond those facts, trust God, and believe in miracles. 
All of you reading this Newsletter have been part

of the miracle of Hope Hall. I never take that and God’s power 
working with us for granted.

This is where you and our Walk for Hope come in. Every 
dollar raised through this year’s Walk for Hope will support 
our operating budget.

Each student, as well as faculty staff, administrators and Board 
Members are asked to raise at least $100 in sponsorships for 
this Walk for Hope. On the day of the event, we walk for a 
mile around our neighborhood, and then return to school for 
a fabulous picnic sponsored by Wegmans on Lyell Avenue. 
After that, the students participate in games and activities 
similar to a carnival or field day, so the day is a real celebration 
of Hope and our Community. Students, from soon-to-be 
graduating seniors to our youngest 8 year olds, all participate 
together as one big “family,” which is what our community is 
like for many of our students.

As you all know, the price of everything – milk, food and gas 
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Please make checks payable to Hope Hall School and write “Solemates” 
or the student’s name in the memo line. Visit our website or scan the 

QR code to pay by credit card online.

Sponsorships and “Solemates” available now.  
Visit our event page for more information.

– have all increased dramatically, while wages have not. It is 
going to be very difficult, if not impossible for many of our 
students who already live in poverty, to reach this $100 goal, 
especially if a family has more than one 
child at Hope Hall. 

Many families have started to bring 
returnable bottles and cans to school to 
help raise their $100.

Here are some ways you can help:
• Would you consider a student as a “Sole 

Mate,” with a gift of $10? Or you can 
sponsor an entire class of 12 students 
for $120, if you are able!

 • You can donate a gift card to a fast food 
restaurant, Five Below or Dollar Tree for 
student prizes.

• If the above is not possible at this time, 
please pray for good weather on May 22nd. This is always a 
big help! Your support would be a great help to our students 
and would help them to see how many folks, whom they 
don’t even know, believe in them. 

Last year this event raised almost $56,829.68 to help 
support the educational needs of our students. These 
tremendous results were possible in large part, because of 

donors like you who chose to be 'Sole 
Mates' for our students, many of whom 
face economic challenges, and sponsor 
students who are not able to raise the 
full $100. 

You can be part of the walk by: 
• Being a 'Sole Mate' for one student with 
a gift of $10 or class of 12 students with 
a gift of $120 
• Creating your own Walk for Hope 
fundraising page at: https://hopehall.
org/walk-for-hope/
• Donating gift cards for Walk prizes to 
places like Dollar Tree, Kohl’s, Five Below, 
Supermarkets, Dunkin, Tim Hortons and 

any fast food restaurants. 
• Please no gift cards from WalMart, Target, or Amazon. 
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Since 1997, the 
Rochester A. M. Rotary 
has celebrated Hope 
Hall students through 
a Student of the Month 
program. Teachers 
nominate students 
who go above and 
beyond in meeting 
the criteria for Student 
of the Month. The 
students must be: 

a) Helpful and 
volunteer service to the 

Hope Hall Community in a variety of ways. Rotary’s Motto is 
“Service Above Self”, so volunteer service is very important 
to them, as it is to Hope Hall. 
b) Follow all of Hope Hall’s rules and be a kind, respectful 

student toward everyone--peers and adults alike. 
c) Put great effort into their classwork and assignments and 
participate well in class. 

One student is chosen from among the Nominees and 
becomes Student of the Month. All Nominees receive a 
dress down pass. The Student of the Month is celebrated 
during a Community meeting attended by members of the 
Rochester A.M. Rotary and the student’s family. The student 
is presented with a certificate, and given an award of $20 for 
their own use, as well as $20 for Hope Hall to purchase new 
library books in honor of that student. After the Community 
meeting, the student, the family of the student, and 
members of the Rotary have a special breakfast, provided by 
the Rochester A.M. Rotary. We are very proud to announce 
that our newest Student of the Month is CHRISTINA 
MLENDJA. Christina is a one of our 7th graders, she 
meets all of the criteria for Student of the Month, and is 
an outstanding member of our Community.

Student of the Month (March)

Alumni Spotlight

Monroe Community College and Arc and Flame Center 
have created a program that enables men and women to 
earn a Welding and Fabrication Certificate. On January 28th, 
2025 a graduation ceremony took place for Class 61 and 
Class 62 certification. 

We are very proud to announce that Lena Hayes, a 2022 

Hope Hall graduate, earned a Class 61 Certification. Noah 
Benhamou, a student who attended Hope Hall through 8th 
grade, earned a Class 62 Certification with 24 qualifications. 

Congratulations to Lena and Noah, we are so proud of 
you! We know that you will be excellent, hard-working 
members of our local workforce. 



Spotlight on the Child Nutrition Program

Hope Hall School celebrated National School Breakfast 
Week (March 3rd - 7th) with guest breakfast servers and 
prizes for our students! Any student who ate breakfast at 
school that week was entered into a daily drawing for a 
prize. On Friday, one student was selected from all entries 
to have a breakfast of their choice with our Principal, Mrs. 
Droegmoeller!  

The lucky winners were:
Monday - Gianna Torres
Tuesday - Chanze Hardgers-Massey
Wednesday - Jai Hill
Thursday - Grace McCants
Friday - Marcello Gutierrez

Grand Prize Winner - Derome West

Congratulations to all of our winners!!

THANK YOU to our Board of Trustees, who were able to 
serve breakfast, and spend time with our students - Donna 
Murano, Anne Moss, Bob August, Jodi Davies and Geoff 
Cook (with special guest Mauro Caia)



SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES 

Gold Sponsor  $3,000
• One golf foursome
• Full page ad in program
• Social media mention
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Silver Sponsor  $2,000
• One golf foursome
• 1/3 page ad in program
• Social media mention
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Bronze Sponsor  $1,250
• One golf foursome
• Tee Box advertisement
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Title Sponsor $7,000
• Two golf foursomes
• Full page ad in program
• Company donated items for 

giveaway
• Company logo on event signage
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Golf Ball Sponsor  $5,000 
• One golf foursome
• Full page ad in program
• Company logo on golf balls given to 

all attendees
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Dinner Sponsor  $3,000
• One golf foursome
• 1/2 page ad in program
• Dinner signage
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Lunch Sponsor  $2,500
• One golf foursome
• 1/2 page ad in program
• Lunch signage
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Hole-In-One Sponsor $2,500
• One golf foursome
• 1/2 page ad in program
• Hole-In-One signage
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Cart Sponsor  $2,000
• One golf foursome
• Logo on cart signs
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

Beverage Sponsor  $2,000
• One golf foursome
• Logo on beverage cart
• Logo and link on event webpage
• Recognition in Newsletters

For more information and to register online: hopehall.org/special-events/golf

EXCLUSIVE SPONSORSHIPS*

REGISTRATION OPPORTUNITIES

TOURNAMENT SPONSORSHIPS

Foursome: $800  |  Individual Registration: $225  |  Tee Box Advertiser: $300

Recognition in Newsletters

High HopesHigh HopesHigh Hopes
GOLF TOURNAMENT

MONDAY, JULY 28, 2025
THE LINKS AT GREYSTONE | 1400 ATLANTIC AVE. WALWORTH, NY

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

To secure your sponsorship opportunity, contact Taylor Ballard 
at Taylor.Ballard@hopehall.org or (585) 426-5824, ext. 117.

* Only one of each package available.



2025-2026 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS + BENEFITS

Champions of Hope are businesses, foundations, and 
individuals committed to helping children thrive and 
become successful, lifelong learners. As a Champion of 
Hope, you will receive benefits at our annual Golf 
Tournament, Gala, Experience Italy dinner and Walk for 
Hope. PLUS, you will be making a direct impact on the lives 
of students who learn differently. 

PLATINUM SPONSOR | $15,000
• Link/Logo on Champions of Hope webpage
• Recognition in one Hope Hall Newsletter and on Social Media
• Company logo on Champion of Hope signage at all four major fundraising events
• Sponsorship recognition and associated benefits at all four major fundraising events at the levels 

listed below:

Gold Sponsor 
High Hopes Golf Tournament

July 2025

Platinum Sponsor 
Toast for Hope Gala

October 2025

Good Table Sponsor
Experience Italy

April 2026

Elite Student Sponsor
Walk For Hope

May 2026

GOLD SPONSOR | $10,000
• Link/Logo on Champions of Hope webpage
• Recognition in one Hope Hall Newsletter and on Social Media
• Company logo on Champion of Hope signage at all four major fundraising events
• Sponsorship recognition and associated benefits at all four major fundraising events at the levels 

listed below:

Gold Sponsor 
High Hopes Golf Tournament

July 2025

Gold Sponsor 
Toast for Hope Gala

October 2025

Dolce Sponsor
Experience Italy

April 2026

Elite Student Sponsor
Walk For Hope

May 2026

SILVER SPONSOR | $5,000
• Link/Logo on Champions of Hope webpage
• Recognition in one Hope Hall Newsletter and on Social Media
• Company logo on Champion of Hope signage at all four major fundraising events
• Sponsorship recognition and associated benefits at all four major fundraising events at the levels 

listed below:

Silver Sponsor 
High Hopes Golf Tournament

July 2025

Silver Sponsor 
Toast for Hope Gala

October 2025

Dolce Sponsor
Experience Italy

April 2026

Shoelace Sponsor
Walk For Hope

May 2026

BRONZE SPONSOR | $3,000
• Link/Logo on Champions of Hope webpage
• Recognition in one Hope Hall Newsletter and on Social Media
• Company logo on Champion of Hope signage at all four major fundraising events
• Sponsorship recognition and associated benefits at all four major fundraising events at the levels 

listed below:

Bronze Sponsor 
High Hopes Golf Tournament

July 2025

Bronze Sponsor 
Toast for Hope Gala

October 2025

Dolce Sponsor
Experience Italy

April 2026

Shoelace Sponsor
Walk For Hope

May 2026

For more information, please contact us at (585) 426-5824 or development@hopehall.org.
For detailed sponsor benefits at each level for our fundraising events, 

visit the Get Involved section at hopehall.org.

Are you interested in supporting our events all year long? 



ES
T.

 1
99

4 1612 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Phone: (585) 426-0210
Fax: (585) 426-3319
www.hopehall.org

Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins, one
student at a time.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Rochester, NY
Permit No. 516

St. Pauly Textile, Inc. Helps Hope Hall Students and 
People Around the World

For many years, Hope Hall has had a St. Pauly Textile company shed 
in our parking lot. This company takes clothing and linens, such as 
sheets and blankets, along with shoes, and stuffed animals, and gives 
items that are in good condition to organizations working with peo-
ple in Central America, refugees, poor rural areas in our country such 
as Appalachia, and people in war torn Ukraine and Gaza. Anything 
that is ripped or stained is sold to a textile recycling facility that turns 
the items into cloth or paper. 
We received a year-end report from St. Pauly that from January 1st, 
2024 – December 31st, 2024, Hope Hall’s clothing shed resulted in:

• 53,197 pounds of donated clothing 
• This was enough to clothe 9,800 people all over the world 
• This volume of donations resulted in Hope Hall receiving 
  $2,128 to support our students 

Thank you to all of you who dropped off clothing items, bedding, 
towels, and other textiles that you no longer need. Not only did you 
help 9,800 people in our country and around the world, but you also 
raised $2,128 in much needed money for Hope Hall students. We 
truly are connected. Special thanks to all the Sisters of St. Joseph 
living at our Motherhouse who, in the process of downsizing, 
contributed the most items to our clothing shed! 

If you have any clothing, shoes, belts, linens, etc. that you no longer 
use, please, put them in a bag (all items must be bagged) and bring 
them to the shed in Hope Hall's parking lot. You will be helping to 
support the students of Hope Hall as well as many other people who 
are in need.


