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RESILIENCY AND HOPE

| We live in a time of great sadness,
stress, worry, depression and
outrage over what is going on in
our nation and in our world. If there
were ever a time when feeling
discouraged or hopeless seemed
reasonable, now would be that time.

| have talked and written about
Hope many times over the past 30
years. Never has the meaning of
Hope or the need for Hope been more relevant for me than now.

Sister Mary Christopher, a wonderful Sister of Saint Joseph
with whom | lived, gave me a card with words about Hope
written by Father James Keller, M.M. Id like to share some of
his words with you.

“Hope looks for the good in people instead of harping on
the worst. Hope opens doors where despair closes them.
Hope discovers what can be done instead of grumbling
about what cannot. Hope draws its power from a deep
trustin God and the basic goodness of human nature. Hope
regards problems, small or large, as opportunities. Hope
pushes ahead when it would be easy to quit. Hope accepts
being misunderstood as the price of serving the greater
good of others.”

This summer issue of our Newsletter celebrates people who live
these words. In the midst of what seems like so many people
doing the wrong thing, there are so many people, who never
make the news, who are doing so much good, and who are
radiating positive energy into our world just by the day-to-day
choices they make to choose good.

You will see and read more about our Walk for Hope article on
page 2. 114 people, most of whom have never met our kids,
responded to my call for Solemates and helped to sponsor our
students on their Walk for Hope. These Solemates made more
than 100 of our students feel very valued and cared for, and
helped each of them earn a prize. These Solemates collectively
raised $13,635.64 for our Walk and our school.

Our good friends at St. Pius X Federal Credit Union, as well
as Monroe County Legislator, Virginia McIntyre, and Greater
Rochester Health Foundation, all embraced Hope and
sponsored our Walk.

Wegmans Lyell Avenue Grocery Store provided a complete
picnic lunch of hot dogs, healthy snacks, watermelon, and
bottled water for 250 people, so that all the students, faculty,
staff and parents who walked could have a great time. They also
sent a team of volunteers to weed our front garden and then
serve a picnic lunch to everyone.

Spoleta Construction Company donated $2,500 so that every
walk participant could have a special t-shirt, and Rochester
Apparel gave us a discounted price on each shirt. They didn't
have to do this, but they chose to live with Hope.

We know that love is stronger than hate, and good is stronger
than evil, so all of these actions put so much good into our world,
and helped us to raise $45,332.20 to support our operating
budget and provide our students with a school in which they
can thrive.

Resiliency is the ability to bounce back and do things differently.
Living in Hope requires this resiliency because so much
of what we read and see in the news every day would make
anyone want to sink into despair and give up. People who live
with Hope understand at a very deep level that love is stronger
than hate and goodness is stronger than evil, and they tap into
their resiliency and choose to do good whenever they can. They
choose to love, even when it's difficult.

Read again the statements about Hope that Father Keller
wrote. This is what will bolster our resiliency.

Imagine what could happen in our nation and our world if all
of us embraced these characteristics of Hope and took hold
of the Resiliency that exists within each of us. We need to be
people who are recognized for our Hope and know that our
Resiliency— our ability to pull ourselves up and bounce back—
will make a powerful difference not only in our own lives, but
also in the lives of so many others.

Please enjoy the pictures and stories in the rest of this Newsletter
and feel the Hope. Then make some decisions about what you
can do to fan the embers of your own Resilience and act out of
Hope. May God bless all our efforts.

Lita Leane

www.HopeHall.org



Walk for Hope 2025

The Walk for Hope is always one of our favorite days of the year. It's an opportunity
for us to come together as a community for an entire day, and also to contribute to
the financial success of the school. This year’s Walk raised $45,332.20, thanks to
the generosity of many individuals, organizations, and other groups. Some were
mentioned in Sr. Diana’s Directors Corner.

The weather on the day of this year’s Walk gave all of us a reason to put our
creativity, resiliency, and hope to good use. It poured rain all day, but that didn’t stop
our Walk or dampen our spirits. After the initial “kick off” assembly in the gym, Sister
Diana led students, teachers, staff and parents around the school. Up and down
several flights of stairs, and through hallways, seven times around the building, until
a mile had been reached.

The gym was set up for a talent show, (See pictures) and after, a delicious picnic
consisting of hot dogs cooked on a grill under a hand held umbrella, as well as
other delicacies provided by Lyell Ave Wegmans, the teachers created many inside
activities that were great fun and made everyone forget that it was raining. It was a
day of Resiliency and Hope at its finest.

THANKYOU TO OUR 2025 WALK FOR HOPE SPONSORS
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New Playground

Fifteen years ago the Glover-Crask
Foundation gave money to Hope Hall
to install playground equipment for our
students. That equipment was made

of wood, and after 15 years, wasps

and carpenter ants took over and the
equipment was no longer usable.

This Spring, the Davenport-Hatch
Foundation, the Glover-Crask
Foundation, the Farash Foundation
(with money left over from the 2024
Summer Program), and Dr. Christine
Licata (who donated several benches
in memory of her beloved husband,
Barry Culhane, who served on Hope Hall’s Board
of Trustees until his passing) each gave money
to provide our students with a wonderful new
playground, with equipment that is not made of
wood.

Our thanks to Gavin and Erica Stoutenburg, owners
of Finger Lakes Recreation who worked closely with
Sister Diana to select the items, covered the increase in cost of the items due to the tariffs, and

even worked on Sundays to get all the mulch in place and ready for the kids to use in mid-May.

On May 10th, 2025, our High
School students spent a
wonderful “Evening in Paris” at
our prom.

Our students voted on the theme
“An Evening in Paris” for our
prom, and our prom committee,
Mrs. Jamie Rothfuss (Mom),
Mrs. Alicia Jinks (Mom), and
Mrs. Jacelyn Droegmoeller
(Principal) went to work to make
the magical event possible for
our students. The DJ of the night
was our very own, Logan Leone,
who is one of our High School
students. Students enjoyed a
delicious dinner, and then danced
the night away. If you will pardon
the pun, they had a“Ball”!




Graduation to Remember

On Friday, June 6th, our entire Hope Hall Community
lined the school’s corridors to mark the official start to
Graduation Weekend as our seniors walked through the
halls for one last time, and celebrated their successes
with the whole school. All of our students, faculty, and
staff cheered for them. On Saturday, June 7th, the same
seniors proudly received their diplomas to mark the
completion of their Hope Hall journey. We are so proud
of all of them, we congratulate them on their success,
and we look forward to seeing all they will accomplish!

We are so proud of our
Hope Hall Graduates, Class of 2025!



Our 2025 Graduates, In Their Own Words:

Each year, Hope Hall’s seniors write a speech, under the guidance of Mr. Nick Schaller, our High School English Teacher, and

Mrs. Kayla Moss, our High School Literacy Specialist. In each speech, they reflect on what they've learned at Hope Hall that they will
take out into the world. It is always both touching and enlightening to watch how these young people have grown during their time
at Hope Hall, and what they value. Below are short excerpts of our seniors’speeches with advice theyd like to share with others.

Monica Allen At Hope Hall, the teachers are more
connected with their students and aware of their
existence, which makes me feel like | matter. Hope
Hall isn't just a school to me, it's my second home.
It's a place | feel connected to most, and a place | can
truly be myself. This school has brought me genuine
friendships, friendships that | know I'm going to take alongside with me
outside of school.

David Burt The great Barack Obama once said,
“Change will not come if we wait for some other person
or some other time. We are the ones we've been waiting
for. We are the change that we seek.” The best thing |
learned about myself from being a student here is
that | love working with my hands and working with
wood. Id like to end with a quote from Mark William Calaway, AKA The
Undertaker, “Regardless of anything, I'm going to write my own story and
myending”

Ricky Ferrari-Clark Hope Hall has provided me
with an environment that helps me focus and have
little to no distractions. It has made me more confident
oy } | in my ability to learn. | have learned how to preserve
;,j ~J¥ and be optimistic when life gets challenging. Some
AL ElE advice that | have for future students is to be yourself
and remember to be respectful to your peers.

Riley Freida During my time here at Hope Hall, I've
learned that it’s okay to ask for help when you need it,
even if you're asking for help for the smallest thing, like
how to spell a word. The teachers here make learning
fun. I have made the best friendships | have ever had
and | have learned so much about how a community
should look and feel. Being here has helped me learn how to persevere
through hard times, and enjoy every milestone. My advice for future
students, don't worry about getting a question wrong because that's
how you learn.

Laila Harding Here is a quote from my favorite show
Hazbin Hotel, as spoken by my favorite character,
Lucifer Morningstar, “Take that, depression!” This quote
describes where I've gotten today, feeling like | can
overcome depression through determination. Hope
Hall has helped me with self-awareness and has
taught me that | can get through the toughest situations. My advice is
not to let your depression take you down. Make sure you don't forget
your worth no matter what obstacles you may face.

Angus Henry Amold Schwarzenegger once said,
“Justremember, you can'’t climb the ladder of success with
your hands in your pockets.” At Hope Hall, the teachers
helped me by being understanding, helpful, and kind.
My advice to people reading this is to try your best,
make great friends, and never give up on yourself.

Colin Ingalls Hope Hall provided me with a learning
environment that gave me the help | needed. This
school has helped me become a very intelligent
person.

Jase Raymond | am diagnosed with Autism and
ADHD. Today, | have achieved a huge milestone in my
life. | was put through bullying, misunderstandings of
. b my disability, my hyperactivity, and even emotional
‘ - | times in my past. However, when | joined Hope Hall

SRR in 5thgrade, | was treated so nicely and felt like | was
understood completely. The teachers gave me more time to complete
my work, they slowed down when | asked them to, and they even
understood why I missed school occasionally. | would like to give advice
to the next generation of kids who come here who will also journey
through middle school and high school. Growing up can sometimes
be difficult. Sometimes people will doubt you, and make you feel like
you're nothing. 'm here to tell you that's not true.

Mi"Year Pecorella Rodgers Hope Hall helped me
realize who's real and who's fake. My teachers have
assisted me in the most important ways possible.
They have taught me many different ways to
overcome obstacles in school and the real world.
A Hope Hall has taught me that value of perseverance,
empathy, and respect.

[}

Rafael Senior Even though | was quiet and
reserved, it didn't take long before | was accepted into
my class. Throughout that first day | couldn't help but
feel encouraged to help others feel welcome after |
had such a great experience. During my time at Hope
Hall, I have learned many values, like perseverance,
acceptance, and empathy. These are all things that have been instilled
into me and have made me the person | am today. | will carry these
values with me into the real world and throughout my life.




Experience Italy 2025

On April 26th, 2025, 269 people experienced a delicious homemade Italian dinner, which included dessert and two
bottles of wine on every table. They enjoyed music and dancing, and helped raise $17,015 for Hope Hall! This event
was put on, at no expense to Hope Hall, by our dear friends at the Italian American Sport Club. For two days, club
members prepared and cooked a totally authentic Italian feast. Members of the club waited on tables, and worked into
the night washing dishes, pots and pans. The Italian American Sport Club “adopted” Hope Hall many years ago, and
have taken our kids into their hearts and made them part of their wonderful Italian Family.

Thank you to our Sponsors!

Lisa’s Liquor Barn, Eta Pastry Shoppe & Deli,
Wings & Pioneers (Dolores Parlato),
Passero Engineering, Heather Ward & Jim
Curatolo, Lisandro & Marangely Martinez,
Deborah & Michael Schauseil

High Hopes Golf Tournament 2025

On July 28th, in sweltering 92° heat (at least it didn't rain!) golfers took to the tees at The Links at Greystone, and
raised more than $90,000 for Hope Hall.

Some of our golfers came from New Jersey, Connecticut, Michigan, and Florida, just to play in our tournament. Most
of the 148 golfers have become “regulars”and support our High Hopes Golf Tournament every year.

Grant Anderson, of the Rochester Red Wings, donated his time as our emcee. All of these people have embraced
Hope and have helped to change the lives of our children by giving them the kind of education they need and
deserve. Mrs. Jamie Rothfuss was our parent speaker, and she talked about the impact that Hope Hall has had on
each of her two sons, and on their entire family. After she spoke, Grant Anderson began a “Call from the Heart”, which
helped in raising more than $90,000, all because good people, including our sponsors (listed above), chose to believe
in our students and in their ability to learn. They’ve embraced Hope, and put so much goodness into our world.

Thank you to our Sponsors!

ESL, Mary Ellen & Dick Schauseil, The Frank & Jean
lacovangelo Family Foundation, C&M Forwarding, Craig
Houck (Manning & Napier), RADA, The Robert August
Family, Liz & Paul Harrington, Sage Rutty, The Dolomite
Group, John & Julie Odenbach, Donna & Frank Murano,
Taylor, The Builders, A.M. Ginsberg Advisory Group, Betty
& Jim Tudisco, Crazy Dog T-Shirt, eXp Commercial, Inc,
Inland Harbor Marina, Insights2lmprovement, Inc.,
Mark & Marcia Siewert, Trevett Cristo
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TOAST FORHOPE

GALA 2025

OCTOBER 4, 2025

MONROE GOLF CLUB | 5:30PM
155 GOLF AVE | PITTSFORD, NY 14534

Honoring Amadeo Bat tisti
& The Italian American Sport Club

$1800 / TABLE OF 10 | $200 / TICKET

SPONSORSHIPS THAT INCLUDE INDIVIDUAL TICKETS
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT HOPEHALL.ORG/TOASTFORHOPE.

For more information, contact Ashley Dotter, Director of Advancement

at (585) 426-0210, Ext. 107 or email ashley.dotter@hopehall.org.
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Where differences are celebrated,
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and lifelong success begins, one
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Champi;? of Hope

Interested in becoming a Champion of Hope?
Email development@hopehall.org
to learn more and secure your level today!
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