
Our theme for October ties in with 
our September focus on building a 
Community. During October we will 
focus on the value of Hospitality. 
We define hospitality as the act of 
welcoming another person into our 
space, into our life, and letting the 
person know that s/he matters. 
How can we become a group of 

people who care about what happens to each member of 
the group if we view our group through a very narrow lens 
and don’t see all people as being connected? 
The terrible wars and devastating atrocities going on 
in Ukraine and Gaza, yet another school shooting, the 
treatment of immigrants and refugees are impacting all of 
us. Along with higher prices for food and gas, all of this, 
and all the deep divisions in our country, are leaving us in a 
collective state of depression. This often manifests itself as 
anger or aggression. Just for one small example – Have you 
noticed how recklessly people are driving, ignoring yellow 
and red lights, and not even pausing to look both ways 
when turning right on red?
It is becoming so easy to say, “Why should I care about 
anyone except me and my family?” When this sadness of 
spirit and narrowness of who is deemed worth caring about 
takes over, fear is given tremendous power and looms 
large. 
Hospitality is a value that needs to be taught, nurtured, 
and cultivated in order to become a way of life, especially 
in today’s world. Our children are growing up in a world 
in which fear of the “other,” fear of anyone “different” 
is becoming an abnormal “norm.” Self-protection, self-
centeredness, self-concern, all seem to be ways of 
“protecting” ourselves and creating a culture of isolation, 
which in turn, promotes a culture of fear, neither of which 
gives rise to a culture of Hope. God created humans to be 
interconnected and in relationship with each other, not with 

just a few. When families have several phones, several TVs, 
several computers, and people are plugged into their own 
personal devices behind closed doors that say “Private 
- Keep Out,” how do we connect? How do we begin to 
practice hospitality? How do we open ourselves to others 
and graciously offer them what we have? 
I think the first step is to be aware of the fact that maybe 
we’ve forgotten about hospitality. The second step is to 
consciously decide to do something about it, remembering 
that we can only change ourselves and hope that our efforts 
might create a desire in others to do things differently. 
If we let our choices reflect our Hopes for a safer and 
more peace filled world, what steps do we each need 
to take to put our fears aside and view every person as 
someone who matters and is to be valued?
In our last Newsletter I talked about the need to be people 
of resiliency and hope. If we are willing to keep bouncing 
back, picking ourselves up and dusting ourselves off every 
time we feel down or depressed, or tempted to think “what 
does it matter anyway”, then hope will dominate fear, and 
we can take the next step – practicing hospitality. 
During the month of October, we will teach the students at 
Hope Hall the meaning of hospitality. We will help them to 
be open and welcoming to others in the following ways:
1.	 Teachers will use several opportunities to group 

students differently and will create opportunities for 
them to have to learn to share or negotiate for what 
they need/want. The emphasis will be on helping 
students to see themselves as a needed member of a 
whole, not an independent individual. 

2.	 All of us will really concentrate our efforts on letting 
each member of our Hope Hall community know that 
he/she is well-liked and important. Emphasis will be 
placed on helping everyone see the goodness in each 
member of the Community and on welcoming each 
person into our individual lives by creating time and 
space to really “be” present to more people than just 
our personal friends.  

3.	 Students will learn to look visitors in the eye, greet them 
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warmly, shake their hands, and offer them assistance.
Here are some things we can do as adults to increase our 
own sense of hospitality, and to model the virtue for our 
children: 
1.	 Have lunch with a co-worker not usually included in 

your group. 
2.	 Greet the friends your child brings home warmly—help 

them to feel welcomed at your home.
3.	 Be more mindful of how much thanks you’re giving to 

the people who serve you in stores or doctor’s offices, 
or elsewhere. 

4.	 Declare a “family time”—perhaps it can only be for 
two hours once a week, but do something together. 
This does not mean being in the same house at the 
same time all doing different things. It means doing 
something—playing cards, playing a board game, 
watching a movie and eating popcorn, together. 

5.	 Ask yourself mid-day, and before you go to bed each 
night, the following question: “What did I do or say 
today to let people in my life know that I like them and 

enjoy being with them?” 
6.	 Put yourself in the shoes of an immigrant family, try to 

imagine what they might be struggling with, and try to 
think about what you can do to ease that struggle. 

Helping people feel welcomed and valued makes accepting 
people for who they are so much easier. Developing the 
value and habit of hospitality makes it much easier to be 
non-violent—it’s hard to be hurtful in words or actions 
toward people you are welcoming into your life. 
I think that you’ll find these efforts to open yourself to 
others, to welcome others into your life, to be women and 
men of hospitality, greatly boosts your own inner peace and 
adds greatly to developing a culture of Hope. 
May each of our efforts be blessed, and may God who 
sustains us be thanked!

Director’s Corner, Continued

Alumni Corner
Colden Wegman, Class of 2019, began 
his education at Hope Hall in 3rd grade. He 
currently lives in Florida, but came back to visit 
his grandparents, Charles and Dorothy Bruno, 
and he stopped in to visit us at Hope Hall. When 
Colden was in 3rd grade, he noticed a fan was not 
working, so he took the fan apart on his own, and 
got it to work. Colden spent the next 10 years of 
his Hope Hall career using his aptitude and skill to 
excel in woodworking and mechanical drawing. He 
also worked for a short time in the Maintenance 
department at Hope Hall before moving to Florida. 
His passion is for HVAC. Colden is currently 
employed by a company in Florida called Publix. 
We are very proud of you, Colden!

Colden with his Grandmother at Hope Hall



The Burying of The “I Can’ts” and The Blossoming of “I Cans”
One of the core beliefs at Hope Hall is that our students CAN. They can learn, they can become self-confident young 
people with strong self-esteem, they can blossom into global citizens who contribute to society and make a positive 
difference in this world. 
As an annual tradition that reinforces those beliefs, every year Hope Hall students and faculty write one thing they believe 
they cannot do on a small sheet of paper and drop it into a hole in the ground, over which flowers are planted. This year, 
they were dropped into a large bucket because it was pouring rain outside, but they will be placed in large flower pots with 
plants placed onto them to brighten our playground. Following the ceremony, everyone enjoyed popsicles and being with 
each other. 
As the flowers grow and flourish, so do those in our community, overcoming the things they thought they could not do. 
Our motto is Connecting Children, Creating Community, Changing Lives – and we take this very seriously.



A World of Thanks to Our Community Partners

A Wonderful Miracle for our Students

Each year, Hope Hall is blessed to have so many community organizations 
take the needs of Hope Hall and its students to heart, giving in creative and 
generous ways. Below are just a few of our Community Partners whose 
kindness and generosity have made an enormous difference in the lives of 
our students and their families.
For its 15th year, Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home has held Hotrods 
for Hospice, a Classic Car Show, that helps raise funds for local hospice 
organizations. 
This event also “Lays Hunger to Rest,” as they simultaneously host an 
onsite food drive in which car show exhibitors and attendees donate food 
for Linda’s Cupboard. The food is stacked into the back of a hearse, which 
is brought to Hope Hall following the car show. 
This year, participants outdid themselves, and non-perishable food 
donations packed the hearse and filled the tables in Hope Hall’s cafeteria, 
as Sister Diana’s brother, Rob Dolce, prepared to stock the shelves of 
Linda’s Cupboard. 
Many thanks to Adam, Brandon, Janet and all our friends at Alvah 
Halloran & Son, as well as to the many car show exhibitors and participants for their generous donations.
We would also like to give special thanks to the following groups and individuals that purchased much needed school 
supplies: Six Acre Sourdough (Brianne Lynk), Assemblywoman Virginia McIntyre & the Town of Gates, William H. 
Witt & Patricia Maurer, Our Lady Queen of Peace & St. Thomas More Church, St. Lawrence Church & Church of the 
Epiphany. These generous groups and individuals made it possible for us to provide our students with all the supplies they 
need throughout the year, and we are so deeply grateful to them.

The summer program featured on the following page has been grant funded in the past, but this year Sr. Diana found out 
that we did not get grant funding. Sister spoke with George and Kathy Karpus, who saw the need for the program, which 
costs $100,000 to run. They agreed to match up to $50,000. Sr. Diana wrote letters to 210 
people, stating the need, explaining the generous match from George and Kathy Karpus, 
asking for help. The response was overwhelming. In 2 weeks, we had raised the needed 
$50,000, and we were able to run the summer program. 
Over the summer, individuals to whom Sr. Diana had written, continued to send money to 
support the program. We raised far more than the needed $100,000, so the thought was to 
put the balance away for next year’s program. Then another blessing occurred. We received 
word that the Farash Foundation would fund an after school program for our families and 
next year’s summer program. So, Sr. Diana wrote letters again to everyone who had given 
money after we reached our goal, and told them 
that the extra money would be placed into the 
scholarship fund to help support the scholarships 
that had been given out to every student at Hope 
Hall. 31 years ago Hope Hall made a commitment 
to be a school for every student who needed our 
methods and learning environment, not just the 
students whose family could afford to pay full 
tuition. 



Hope Hall’s Not-So-Lazy Days of Summer
Hope Hall’s Summer Program combines the best of learning with the best of fun. Each day starts with breakfast and a 
morning full of educational coursework, followed by lunch, and an afternoon of PE and fun with teachers offering a variety 
of activities. Over the six week program, the first 5 weeks include one field trip each week to places our students wouldn’t 
ordinarily get to experience. 
Week 6 is hosted by our friends at the Italian American Sport Club, who run a soccer 
camp for the students. Every day they provide a delicious homemade lunch for our 
students and their teachers. This year, in addition to providing every student with a 
t-shirt, they also bought every student a new pair of soccer cleats. On the last day, 
along with a huge cake and special certificate, the club gave each student a brand 
new soccer ball. The men and women of the Italian American Sport Club have taken 
our children into their hearts for many years, and we can never thank them enough 
for making Hope Hall a part of their family.



First Day of School 
Connecting Children, Creating Community, Changing Lives



Holiday
WOOD WORKING SALE

SAVE THE DATE

December 13, 2025 | 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
FREE + OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Extraordinary hand-crafted Wooden items! 
Find something for everyone on your list.

Additional Artisans and crafters, music, a pick-your-gift raffle,
and loads of holiday cheer! 
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The Advancement Department at Hope Hall School is looking for 
enthusiastic individuals to lend a hand at our special events or join one 
of our event committees, which meet about five times per year. Your 

time and talent will directly support our students and community. 
 

If this opportunity interests you, or if you’d like more information, please 
reach out to ashley.dotter@hopehall.org or call 585-426-5824.

Make a Difference:  
Volunteer with Hope Hall!


