HopeHall A School of Our Own

Connecting Children. Creating Community. Changing Lives.

Volume 31, Issue 4

Newsletter

February 2026

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

GOODNESS

"Kindness and Politeness
are not overrated at all.

They are underused.”

- Tommy Lee Jones

In December, | wrote about each

of us being a point of light in our
families, our school, our workplace,
our neighborhood, and our nation.

| compared the light within us to all
of the Christmas, Hanukkah, and
Kwanza lights and candles that
shine so brightly in the darkness.
As | drove home from work each
night in December, the beautiful lights, beginning with the
ones right across the street at the Gates Community Center
and Town Hall, and throughout the neighborhood, were
constant, gorgeous, reminders that light is stronger than
darkness and all of us have the power within us to be light.
But what happens when all the lights and candles of the
holiday season are boxed up and put away? Does that mean
we no longer have to work at being a point of light?

In February, everything is about hearts and love and
Valentine’s Day. That struck me starkly when | went into CVS
the day after New Year’s and saw all the Valentine’s candy,
cards, and other tokens of “love” that had replaced all the
Christmas items.

That got me thinking about goodness and what it means
to be a good person. It brought me back to being a

point of light. The more | thought about Goodness,

the more | realized that this value requires a sense

of connectedness, a sense of being a part of the
community, and a sense of understanding the meaning
of the “common good”. This goes so contrary to the
prevalent thinking today, which is “what’s in it for me?” and
“if it’s good for me, that’s all that matters.”

One of the consequences of the COVID-19 Pandemic that is

still with us, is the way so many people have learned to be
comfortable with isolation. Our sense of connectedness and
the concept of goodness seems to be waning.

Think for a minute of all the homicides and senseless acts
of violence that are on our news every day. A lack of care or
concern for others, and for life, can also demonstrate itself
in less dramatic and horrible ways. For example, if you are a
driver, have you noticed how many drivers just totally ignore
red lights since the pandemic began? Forget about slowing
and stopping for the yellow ones!

People tend to imitate and get good at what they see and
do the most often. If our children are spending more time
with electronic games, and if these games focus on killing
the most people in the fastest time, eventually that message
sinks in and takes over. The “others” are the bad guys, and
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what’s “good for me” is what’s good.

Since September, in our efforts to build a language of
Hope and build a strong Community, | emphasized for the
students (and for all of us adults) that we all have personal
power within us that comes from God, and that power is
what enables us to make good choices.

During February, we will take a close look at what
Goodness means, and how even the smallest act on our
part can add to, or detract from Goodness.

“Goodness” is nowhere in the New York State Common
Curriculum, so who teaches “Goodness,” and how do kids
learn it so they make it a habit and way of life?

Since children spend at least six hours a day, five days a
week in a school setting with others, it makes sense that we
at school should take the “teaching” of what it means to be
a good person seriously.

A firm, unshakable belief in the value and dignity of
each person and every life is something that | think is
part of Goodness. We adults must acquire and practice this
ourselves if we ever expect our children to learn it from us.
They will never learn it from watching TV or social media.

In fact, the norm that our children are exposed to over and
over again is exactly the opposite.
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Director’s Corner, cont.

We adults, if we want to teach our children to be good people and act in good ways, making good choices, must take an
inventory of our own words, actions, and choices.

If we want to cultivate a belief in the value and dignity of each person and every life, then we have to speak and act
out of that belief. Our children may not always believe what they hear us say, but they will always believe what they
see us do.

We have to believe that Mexican, Honduran, Guatemalan, and Haitian parents love their children as much as American
parents do. We have to believe that Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, and Buddhist parents cherish their children and want what’s
best for their families as much as Christian parents do. We have to think and act and speak as if every person we encounter,
regardless of color or background, is someone whose life matters—even if we disagree entirely with what they are saying
or how they are handling a situation.

We have to tell our kids how sad it is when any life is lost to violence, and we have to act as if we believe what we say.

Teaching “Goodness” takes a lot of time, effort, and energy. We were willing to take the time, make the effort, and use the
energy to teach our children how to walk and how to talk. Are we willing to examine our own life and put that time, effort,
and energy into teaching our children “Goodness”?

Are we willing to unplug ourselves and our children long enough to teach them, and model for them, the value of life, the
value of doing something hard for the sake of the common good, the values of respect and reverence for another person
even if we disagree with their point of view? The value of simple acts of kindness, such as picking up something from the
floor even If you didn’t put it there, or offering to help someone, or doing a job around the house without having to be
asked, or not getting into an argument when you could just walk away.

The focus on love in February has to be more than Valentine’s candy, hearts and flowers. If the focus is on what it means to
be a good person, what it means to be a point of light and make deliberate choices to be kind to everyone, then the true
meaning of Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza and Valentine’s Day will live on in us. Our children will learn to be truly good
people. They have it within them. We all have it within us. We just have to practice it.

America has always had its finest hours when we were acting out of Goodness; when we were using empathy
and sacrifice to reach out to others. This month, let’s really “put a little love in our hearts.” Please join us in teaching
Goodness. May God bless us and each of our efforts to be good people and teach Goodness to our children.

Point of Light Tree
If you visit Hope Hall School, /' .

you’ll see our Point of Light Tree
still standing and giving light. It’s
to remind us that love, kindness,
goodness and being a “point of
light” aren’t just for the holiday
season. They are always. The light
within us and the power for good
have no expiration date. Don’t let
the light go out!

Point of Light Tree

Our beautiful Point of Light Tree is standing as a bright
reminder of warmth, kindness, and community.

Each light represents the shared spirit that connects us, and

the generosity and hope we carry into this time of year.




Hope Hall Holiday Concert

This past December, students in Mr. Stephen House’s music classes performed for a packed gymnasium at Hope Hall’s
annual winter concert! Each general music class learned a song to perform, as did 8th Grade Blackhawk Band and one
of our brand new Blackhawk Percussion ensembles. Students, parents, and staff were also treated to a performance by
the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra string quartet, a group of professional musicians who play violin, viola and cello.
Mr. House is very proud of all of his students who worked so hard to prepare for their performances and thanks everyone
who helped support this event, from making and setting up the decorations, to serving hot cocoa and cookies! Our next
musical performance and art showcase will be our Fine Arts Festival on June 12, 2026!
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Literacy Showcase 2025

Hope Hall School’s 5th Annual Literacy Showcase was held on Thursday, December 17th. This engaging event got
students up and involved in various activities related to reading and writing. Ms. Combs, Mr. Schaller, Ms. McDonough,
and Mrs. Moss led activities that included bookmark making, poetry writing, and karaoke. Also, students were
encouraged to vote on new books that will eventually be added to the school library!

The building was buzzing with excitement throughout the afternoon as students and teachers participated in activities
with classmates of all ages. Students were able to let their creativity shine while creating unique bookmarks,
writing collaborative poems, and belting out their favorite songs with their friends! With the holiday break quickly
approaching, this was a great opportunity to celebrate literacy with the Hope Hall community before leaving for the
holidays. We hope that the energy of the day helped to motivate readers as we got ready for break!

The English and Reading departments would like to express our gratitude to the Hope Hall Faculty and Staff for helping to
make this event a huge success for the 5th year in a row! Keep an eye out for the next literacy event that will be occurring
later this year.

THAT'S WHEN THE TAXI MAN
TURNED ON THE RADIO




Students in Mrs. Basturk’s 12th Grade Environmental Science
Class explored how our choices can heat, or help, the planet
through a hands-on lab focused on UN Sustainable Development
Goal 13: Climate Action.

Gumdrops & Climate Action

By using gumdrops to model greenhouse gas pollution, students
connected transportation, energy use, and waste to trapped
heat and real climate impacts like stronger storms and rising
temperatures. They then reduced their pollution models by
identifying real actions - saving energy, reducing waste, biking,
and planting trees.

This lab showed that small choices matter, climate change affects
people, animals, and Earth, and everyone has a role in protecting
the future.

Small actions. Big impact. Real learning.

2026 Upcoming Events - Save The Dates
% HopeHall
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Get moving, have fun, and help support Hope Hall!

HopeHall

SCHOOL

Saturday, March 7 | 2am-5pm

Fairport Pickleball Club | 75 N Main St, Fairport, NY 14450

Additional Information:

Rental paddles will be available for anyone who needs them.

Every participant will receive a t-shirt, and medals will be awarded to winners in each division.
Set Partner round robin pool play followed by single elimination bracket.

All games to 11 win by 2.

Sponsorship Opportunities

Platinum $4,000 Gold $1,000

. Company name/logo will appear on all event Company name/logo displayed on individual
materials and on individual banner in a banner in prominent location at event, in Hope
prominent location at the event, in Hope Hall Hall School newsletters, and social media

newsletters, and social media Includes 4 teams to play in event (8 people)
« Includes 8 teams to play in event (16 people)

Fuel Up $2,500 (Exclusive) Silver $500

Company name/logo will appear on individual Company name/logo displayed on individual
banner exclusively in reception area where banner at event, in Hope Hall School newsletters,
snacks/drinks are offered to guests, in Hope Hall and social media

newsletters, and social media Includes 2 teams to play at event (4 people)
+ Includes 4 teams to play at event (8 people)

Bronze $250

« Company name/logo displayed on individual banner
at event

Visit HopeHall.org to register as a participant or a sponsor. Contact
Taylor Ballard at taylor.ballard@hopehall.og with any questions




We’d love our Hope Hall community to get to know
our Board of Trustees.

Each month, we will feature our Board Members!

( HELLO, MY NAME IS )

Jodi Lynne Davies ~ Treasurer Since May 2025

WHAT DRIVES YOU TO WHAT IS YOUR CONNECTION
SUPPORT HOPE HALL SCHOOL 70 HOPE HALL SCHOOL?
AND THE MISSION?

My first introduction was in
1996, with ongoing
participation through my
rotary club. There was
finally a great opportunity
to join the Board, and

| took it!
AN J /

/_C WHAT ARE SOME FUN FACTS ABOUT YOU? )

| was very shy as a child & | love learning to run large equipment.

The change that | see in the
students - It is so positive
and encouraging to see
them find that they are able
to succeed.

\
< WHAT SHOULD THE COMMUNITY KNOW ABOUT \
HOPE HALL SCHOOL?
| believe that all who experience Hope Hall become believers in the future of our kids.
\

( HELLO, MY NAME IS )

Marcy Bush ~ Since Spring 2024

WHAT DRIVES YOU TO
/_@PPORT HOPE HALL scuo@* K_C FUN FACT ABOUT ME >\

AND THE MISSION? I love to travel. In the past
| believe that Hope Hall fills couple of years, | hiked the
a much needed place in the Azores, spent a month in

community. It serves New Zeland, and recently
children who have struggled returned from Portugal. |
in traditional school love taking photos of
settings and provides them beautiful scenery, learning
with the opportunity to about the history and
succeed and to feel good getting to know other
about themselves. cultures and customs.
AN J
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE QUOTE? )

One of my many favorites is
“It is only with the heart that one can see rightly,
what is essential is invisible to the eye.”
- Antoine de Saint-Exupéry's classic book, The Little Prince
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We at Rochester Automobile
Dealers Associalion are once
again proud To be a

Champion of Hope sponsor
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