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DIRECTOR’S CORNER

KEEPING HOPE ALIVE

"Hope is a powerful force,
serving as a beacon during

challenging times, and a
motivator for the future”

Dear Friends,

This will not be my usual “Directors
Corner” message, but rather an
invitation (perhaps more like a plea)
to help us keep HOPE alive and
strong for our children.

| am not telling you anything you
don’t know, or aren’t experiencing
right now. The cost of gas and food has risen dramatically
while wages have not. The Federal Government has
stopped funding numerous not-for-profit organizations.
These organizations are now applying to some of the
same Foundations for grants that Hope Hall applies to,

so the competition for grant funding has become great.
Foundations only have a limited amount of money to give
away. Hope Hall has an operating budget of $4 million
that has to be raised every year, and more than 80% of this
comes from Grants and Fundraising.

When our school opened thirty-one years ago, we made

a very conscious decision to be a school for children who
needed us, not just a school for kids who could afford
tuition. The annual cost to teach a child at Hope Hall is
$28,000. The most tuition any family pays out-of-pocket is
$5,700, so every family with a child at Hope Hall essentially
gets a $22,300 scholarship, and more than 80% of our
families get additional financial aid, based on income and
need.

From a strictly “business perspective,” starting each year
with a $22,300 deficit for each “customer” is a terrible

business plan. But Hope Hall has always been God’s plan,
and while many who look at financial facts with corporate

eyes really believed our school would close after six
months, the eyes of faith helped us to look beyond those
facts, trust God, and believe in miracles. All of you reading
this Newsletter have been part of the miracle of Hope
Hall. I never take that and God’s power working with us for
granted.

Each year in May, we have a major fundraiser for our school
called Walk for Hope. The Walk for Hope is one of four
events that helps us to do this. This is where you and our
Walk for Hope come in. Every dollar raised through this
year’s Walk for Hope will support our operating budget.

Each student, as well as faculty, staff, administrators

and Board Members, are asked to raise at least $100 in
sponsorships for this Walk for Hope. On the day of the
event, we walk for a mile around our neighborhood, and
then return to school for a fabulous picnic sponsored

by Wegmans on Lyell Avenue. After that, the students
participate in games and activities similar to a carnival or
field day, so the day is a real celebration of Hope and our
Community. Students, from soon-to-be graduating seniors
to our youngest 8 year olds, all participate together as one
big “family,” which is what our community is like for many of
our students.

It is going to be very difficult, if not impossible for many of

our students who already live in poverty, to reach this $100
goal, especially if a family has more than one child at Hope
Hall. Many families have started to bring returnable bottles
and cans to school to help raise their $100.

Last year this event raised almost $41,707.99 to help
support the educational needs of our students. These
tremendous results were possible in large part, because

of donors like you who chose to be “Sole Mates” for our
students and sponsor students who are not able to raise the
full $100.

Here are some ways you can help be a part of the Walk:

« Would you sponsor a student as a “Sole Mate,” with
a gift of $10? Or you can sponsor an entire class of 12
students for $120, if you are able!
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« You can donate a gift card to a fast food restaurant, Five Below or Dollar Tree
for student prizes.

« If the above is not possible at this time, please pray for good weather on May =
21st. This is always a big help! Your support would be a great help to our students;
and would help them to see how many folks, whom they don’t even know,
believe in them.

€2 Shd

.

Volunteers from

« Creating your own Walk for Hope fundraising page at: https://hopehall. org/
walk-for-hope

Thank you for anything you can do to support our Walk for Hope and giving our
children Hope — now, and in the future. May God continue to bless each of you and

your families. . .
dito. eans.

Our 12th grade Environmental Science students recently explored how small actions can address global environmental
challenges by connecting their work to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Instead of throwing away the plastic cereal containers from the school breakfast program, students reused them to create
indoor “Lettuce Bowls.” Each container was transformed from potential landfill waste into a mini indoor garden where
students planted lettuce that they will be able to grow and eventually eat.

This hands-on activity connected science, sustainability, and real-world problem solving. By reusing materials that would
normally be discarded, students practiced solutions that help reduce waste and support a more circular economy. Growing
their own food indoors also showed students how communities can produce food in limited spaces, making cities more
sustainable and resilient.

Through this project, students explored several UN Sustainable Development Goals, including:
SDG 2 - Zero Hunger: Learning how food can be grown locally and sustainably.
SDG 12 - Responsible Consumption and Production: Repurposing materials instead of sending them to landfills.

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities: Discovering how indoor and urban agriculture can help feed growing
populations.

SDG 13 - Climate Action: Reducing waste and encouraging sustainable practices that benefit the planet.

Projects like this empower students to see that science is not just something we study—it’s something we use to create
solutions for our world.

From cereal container to salad bowl, our students proved that innovation, sustainability, and a little creativity can help
grow a better future.




—( HELLO, MY NAME IS ) —

Doug Parker ~ President

e ( WHAT'S SOMETHING MOST PEOPLE DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU? )

| send a “selfie-of-the-day” every morning to my
children as a way to say “good morning”.
I've been doing that for about 10 years. This year | started
sending a “Thought of the Day" to my two older grandchildren.
L Life is busy, this is a way to connect with them every day.

J
P ( WHAT’S ONE FUN FACT ABOUT YOU? ) .
| play music in a couple of different bands
and love hearing live music.
e vy
4 WHAT DRIVES YOU TO SUPPORT N
[ \_ HOPE HALL SCHOOL AND THE MISSION? J )

| believe education is the great equalizer in our society, and that access to
education should be universal. Unfortunately, not all learning environments are
equipped to support every learning style or learning difference. Hope Hall fills that
critical gap. My support of Hope Hall helps ensure that students who learn differently
have access to the education, opportunity, and confidence they deserve.
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r'—( HELLO, MY NAME IS ) -
Randy Traugott ~ Vice President
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) WHAT DRIVES YOU TO WHAT IS YOUR CDNNECTIOID\
SUPPORT HOPE HALL SCHOOL
| /_< ORYHOPRHALL G ( TO HOPE HALL SCHOOL?
The students, faculty & | joined the Board in 2005,
staff of Hope Hall. | enjoy after becoming aware of
serving on the Board Hope Hall through former
because | can work with Board President, Dorothy
like-minded people who Pecoraro.
make Hope Hall better.
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WHAT IS A FUN FACT ABOUT YOU? j

Golf is my summer pleasure.

WHAT IS SOMETHING MOST PEOPLE
DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU?

| have officiated boys’ basketball for 40+ years.
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Where differences are celebrated,
learning challenges are overcome,
and lifelong success begins,
one student at a time.
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Building Communities, Brick by Brick.

Foundations as Strong as Our Commitment.
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